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INSETS. 


As  this  issue  will  reach  many  firms  in  North  America  who 
may  wish  to  make  their  goods  and  manufactures  known 
to  the  drug-trade  in  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  we  ma^ 
mention  that  on  July  25  nest  the  Summer  Issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  published.  For  that  issue 
we  can  receive  circulars  and  price-lists  to  be  stitched  in  with 
the  issue.  Oar  Summer  and  Winter  numbers  are  universally 
regarded  as  the  mos,  notab'e  things  in  the  pharmaceutical 
journalism  of  the  world,  and  taere  is  no  doubt  that  for 
advertising  purposes  they  are  unequalled.  Oar  publisher 
will  gladly  supply  inquirers  with  full  particulars  regarding 
the  insertion  of  circulars  and  the  like  to  any  who  may  ask 
him  for  them. 


Summary 


Some  exceptionally  good  novelties  for  the  trade  are 
described  on  p.  734. 

Mr.  Thomas  Holloway  announces  a  price  protection 
arrangement  (p.  751). 

The  importance  of  business  relations  with  Japan  is  the 
subject  of  an  article  on  p.  738. 

It  is  announced  that  the  citronella  oil  dispute  in  Mincing 
Lane  has  been  settled  (p.  753). 

New  regulations  have  been  adopted  respecting  the  railway 
carriage  of  ether  (p.  740). 

There  are  thirty- six  retail  candidates  for  ten  seats  on  the 
Trade  Association  Council  (p.  749). 

Messrs.  Warren,  Campkin,  Armitage,  and  Wills  are  the 
pharmaceutical  candidates  who  have  not  got  in  (p.  729). 

The  grievances  of  sub-postmasters  have  been  ventilated  by 
a  chemist  before  the  House  of  Lords  Committee  (p.  715). 

A  peculiar  fate  has  attended  chlorodyne  since  its  intro- 
duction forty  year3  ago  ;  we  give  twenty  formulas  for  it  on 
p.  737. 

AN  attempt  to  steal  tartaric  acid  from  a  London  wholesale 
druggist  has  resulted  in  a  sentence  of  six  weeks'  imprison- 
ment (p.  716). 

The  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  dined  in  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  listened  to  a 
few  good  speeches  (p.  727). 

Dr.  Delage  has  been  able  to  considerably  shorten  the 
process  for  the  manufacture  of  glycerophosphates.  We  give 
the  gist  of  his  remarks  (p.  749). 

There  wa3  a  lively  meeting  of  the  Western  (of  London) 
Chemists'  Association  on  Wednesday  night,  when  anti-cutting 
business  was  discussed  (p.  748). 

A  scheme  for  the  insurance  of  chemists  against  damage8 
resulting  from  dispensing  errors  is  announced  by  the  Northern 
Accident  Insurance  Company  (p.  741). 

In  Ja  valuable  paper  on  the  acidity  of  lemon  juice  Mr 
Robins  conclusively  shows  that  the  pharmacopceial  standard 
rests  upon  an  entirely  false  basis  (p.  742). 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  been  at  the  Royal  Academy,  and 
expresses  his  views  upon  some  of  th5?  pictures  and  upon 
other  things  he  has  seen  in  the  City  (p.  732). 

A  Paris  correspondent  sends  us  a  brief  account  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  there,  showing  how 
scientific  things  are  done  in  France  (p.  718). 

Our  analytical  students  have  been  puzzled  by  the  last 
sample  sent  out.  The  failures  were  60  per  cent,  on  the 
oxalic  and  50  per  cent,  on  the  tartaric  radicle  (p.  714). 

We  print  portraits  of  and  biograohical  notes  on  Professors 
I.  B.  Balfour,  Wilhelm  Tschircb,,  and  T.  E.  Thorpe,  the  new 
honorary  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  744). 

South  African  pharmacy  is  represented  in  this  i?sue  by 
an  illustration  of  Haynes,  Matthews  &  Co.'s  new  premises  in 
Cape  Town,  and  an  Australian's  opinion  of  the  trade  there 
(p.  746). 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation was  held  this  week.  The  Council  believe  that  the 
introduction  of  discussions  on  trade  subjects  has  been  a 
welcome  innovation  (p.  747). 

A  legal  action  between  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  M. 
Burroughs  and  Mr.  Wellcome  respecting  the  partnership 
property  came  before  a  Chancery  Court  tt  is  week.  Terms 
of  settlement  were  agreed  upon  between  the  paities  (p.  730). 

Mr.  Carteighe  made  a  rather  defiant  speech  at  the, 
gncual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  Wednes- 
day, in  his  capacity  as  a  spendthrift  president,  but  the 
speaking  members  chose  such  topics  as  anti-cutting 
molecular  ph j sics,  Professor  Attfield's  laborato>y,  and  the 
pronunciation  of  Latin  as  the  subjects  of  their  remarks. 
The  meeting  was  a  comparatively  short  one  (p.  721). 
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Conducted  by  Kichaed  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Reports. 

The  subject  of  the  last  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis  con- 
sisted of  equal  parts  of  calcium  carbonate,  oxalate,  and 
tartrate,    Its  calculated  composition  was — 

Ca    26-59 

003    20  00 

0.0,  '   17-89 

C,H408       _   18-97 

H20    ..                                „      ..  16-55 

100-00 


The  impurities  present  were  traces  of  magnesium  and  sodium, 
and  a  very  slight  trace  of  potassium,  capable  of  detection 
only  by  the  spectroscope  ;  also  rather  considerable  traces  of 
chlorine  and  of  the  sulphuric  radicle. 

The  number  oE  packets  of  the  powder  distributed  to  appli- 
cants was  76,  and  32  reports  of  analyses  were  received  in 
reply.  In  no  case  did  our  correspondents  succeed  in 
determining  the  composition  of  the  mixture  accurately : 
almost  everyone  concluded  that  the  salts  present  contained 
other  metals  as  well  as  calcium.  There  were  no  failures  in 
the  detection  of  calcium  and  the  carbonic  radicle,  but  19 
students  failed  to  detect  the  oxalate,  and  16  failed  to  detect 
the  tartrate.  The  chief  difficulties  presented  by  the  analysis 
are  referred  to  in  our  remarks  to  correspondents.  The 
presence  of  salts  of  .organic  acids  led  to  some  complication 
in  the  analysis  for  the  metals,  similar  to  that  which  arises 
from  the  presence  of  pb.03ph1.te3.  Several  of  oar  cor- 
respondents omitted  to  take  this  into  consideration,  and 
instead  of  destroying  the  organic  matter  by  ignition  they 
proceeded  with  the  wet  analysis  in  the  usual  way,  and 
obtained  more  confusing  results.  It  may  be  taken  as  a 
general  rule  that  if  organic  matter  is  discovered  in  the  pre- 
liminary examination  it  should  be  removed  by  ignition  at 
the  earliest  possible  stage  in  the  wet  examination,  certainly 
before  ammonia  is  added  to  an  acid  solution  of  the  substance. 
Otherwise  organic  salt3  of  the  metals  present  may  be  pre- 
cipitated simply  by  the  neutralisation  of  the  acid  by  which 
they  were  held  in  solution.  An  additional  reason  for  the 
removal  of  organic  matter,  though  it  did  not  apply  in  the 
present  case,  is  that  it  may  prevent  the  precipitation  of  cer- 
tain hydroxides,  notably  that  of  iron. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  tartaric  acid  were  due  to 
the  want  of  a  little  more  care  and  of  closer  observation. 
When  the  powder  was  heated  there  was  a  very  palpable 
evolution  of  gas,  smelling  like  burnt  sugar,  indicating  either 
a  citrate  or  a  tartrate.  The  silver  mirror,  which  distinguishes 
a  tartrate  from  a  citrate,  was  easily  obtained,  and  showed 
that  a  tartrate  was  present.  The  detection  of  the  oxa'ate 
presented  no  difficulty,  provided  the  solution  for  examina- 
tion for  the  acids  was  properly  prepared.  Calcium  was 
found  in  the  examination  for  the  metals,  and  as  calcium  in 
the  form  of  chloride  is  the  reagent  that  serves  best  for  the 
detection  of  several  acids,  it  was  clearly  necessary  to  obtain 
a  solution  containing  the  acid  radicles  of  the  powder  free 
from  calcium.  This  was  done  by  boiling  the  powder  with 
sodium  carbonate,  and  filtering.  When  the  filtrate  was 
asidalatsd  with  acetic  acid  it  gave  with  calcium  chlorida  a 


precipitate  insoluble  in  acetic  acid,  but  soluble  in  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  which  was  converted  into  carbonate  by 
ignition :  this  pointed  conclusively  to  oxalic  acid. 

Peizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
Edward  Ockenden,  care  of  TheTasmanian  Eucalyptus 
Oil  Company,  138  Leadenhall  Street,  B.C. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
W.  G.  Stratton,  care  oE  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  F.C.8.,  The 
Laboratory,  Uck  field. 


Masks  Awarded  fob  Analyses. 


E.  Ookenden  (1st  prize). . 

..  90 

,,  65 

W.  G.  Stratton  (2nd  prize) 

..  85 

81 

,,  62 

Disoe  aut  Discede 

..  80 

58 

..  55 

45 

40 

MyristiciB  ..       ..  .. 

..  70 

Narcisus    . .       ««       . . 

..  35 

..  33 

To  Correspondents. 

Prizes. — The  atudents  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to  wrl'e 
at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  boot  they  seleot,  and  stating  how 
they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly  exceeding 
half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  whioh  is  Bold  for  about  Ave  shillings  may  be  taken 
as  second  prize. 

Mote— All  communications  should  include  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 

writers. 

Franciscus.— The  crimson  flame  coloration  you  observed  was  merely 
an  occasional  flash  ;  calcium  salts  moistened  with  hydrochloric  acid  pro- 
duce this  effect ;  the  strontium  coloration  is  persistent,  even  on  heating 
strongly. 

C.  H.  Averill. — The  precipitate  you  obtained  with  potassium  sulphate 
was  calcium  sulphate.  To  avoid  this  result  you  should  have  used  a  solution 
of  calcium  sulphate  as  the  reagent,  or  sulphuric  acid  made  so  dilute  that  it 
could  not  precipitate  calcium. 

Disce  aut  DrsuEDK. — You  will  find  that  when  calcium  salts  are  heated 
with  enough  hydrochloric  acid  to  cause  a  spattering  in  the  Buusen  flame, 
flashes  of  a  crimson  colour  are  produced.   See  remarks  to  "  Franciscus." 

JEseas — Your  work  seems  carefully  done,  but  you  failed  in  two  im- 
portant observations.  The  powder  evolved  a  burnt-sugar  odour,  when 
heated,  and  it  imparted  a  dark  colour  to  strong  sulphuric  acid. 

ELEMt. — A  closer  observation  of  the  effect  produced  on  heatin?  the 
powder  in  a  tube  would  have  shown  that,  along  with  the  change  in  co'our , 
gases  were  evolved  which  smelt  of  burning  sugar.  No  such  odour  is  pro- 
duced when  oxalates  are  heated. 

W.  C.  Pickeeung.— A  sulphate  was  present,  but  it  was  apparent  from  the 
turbidity  produced  on  adding  barium  chloride  to  a  hydrochloric  acid  solu- 
tion of  the  powder  that  the  quantity  was  very  smail. 

Clio. — You  should  always  try  the  effect  of  heat  upon  the  substances  in  a 
glass  tube  closed  at  one  end.   See  remarks  to  "  Elemi." 

H.  Burns. — So  readily  is  acetic  acid  evolved  that  acetates  usually  smell 
of  tbe  acid  at  ordinary  temperatures.  Warming  with  dilute  sulphuric 
acid  liberates  acetic  acid  readily.  With  strong  sulphuric  acid  the  products 
of  other  decompositions  may  mask  the  smell  of  acetic  acid. 

G.  W.  G. — Owing  to  the  presence  of  calcium  it  was  necessary  to  boil  the 
origkal  powder  with  sodium  carbonate,  so  as  to  remove  the  ca'cium,  and 
thus  obtain  a  solution  which  could  be  examined  for  those  acid  radicles 
usually  recognised  in  the  form  of  calcium  Baits. 

Beta. — The  important  part  of  this  analysis  was  the  detection  of  the 
acids,  whxh  you  disposed  of  very  briefly. 

MYRisTic.ri. — See  remarks  to  Beta." 

Oampaxtlate  — There  was  a  great  deal  more  to  be  observed  in  trying 
the  effect  of  heat  upon  the  powder.  You  performed  this  very  important 
experiment  too  hastily. 

A.  J.  P. — The  indications  of  tartaric  acid  that  you  observed  in  the  pre- 
liminary examination  should  have  been  more  cloxely  followed  up. 

Petal. — When  the  powder  was  boiled,  even  for  a  few  seconds,  with 
sodium  carbonate,  the  solution  filtered,  and  a  slight  excess  of  acetic  a'kl 
added,  it  gave  with  calcium  chloride  an  abundant  crystalline  precipitate 
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of  calcium  oxalate.  Possibly  you  adde  1  the  acetic  acid  before  filtering,  in 
which  case  calcium  oxalate  would  hive  been  re-formed,  and  the  filtrate 
would  contain  no  oxa'ate. 

R.  T.  S. — You  must  have  added  too  much  hydrochloric  as'd  to  the  codium  - 
carbonate  solution  which  you  tested  for  oxalates.  Sji  jemarKs  to 
''  Petal." 

H.  E.  W.— S:e  remarks  to  "  Elemi." 

0.  J.  Packham.— The  fact  that  you  could  not  confirm  the  presence  of 
strontium  by  the  wet  method  was  more  significant  than  you  supposjj.  The 
wet  method  was  the  mors  trustworthy  in  this  case. 

H.  H.  North.— In  the  examination  of  a  mixture  of  salts  flame  colora- 
tion must  not  be  too  much  relied  upon,  unless  the  spectroscopy  is  employed. 
In  your  test  for  strontium  you  should  have  remembered  that  organic  salts 
were  present. 

Ireland. — In  observing  tin  effect  of  sulphuric  acid  upon  the  powder,  it 
was  necessary  to  remember  that  constituents  that  would  modify  or  n strain 
the  action  of  the  acid  might  be  present.  The  calcium  oarbonate  in  the 
powder  had  this  effect. 

Phynn. — You  did  not  observe  the  effects  of  heat  upon  the  powder  with 
sufficient  care. 

J.  B.  Fan-court.— In  testing  for  a  n'trate  in  the  presence  of  organic 
matter  care  must  be  taken  not  to  mistake  the  co'oured  ring  produced  by 
the  action  of  tulphuric  acid  ou  organic  matter  for  the  colour  due  to  the 
solution  of  nitric  oxide  in  ferrous  sulphate. 

Atra  Nox. — Notwithstanding  thi  precision  of  all  your  reaot'ons  con- 
firming the  presence  of  barium,  we  were  unable  to  obtain  any  of  your 
results  on  trying  the  experiments  you  described. 

A.  FffRxr.EY.  You  omitted  to  account  for  the  change  of  colour  observed 
on  heating  the  powder. 

X  Pays.— You  disposed  of  the  acids  in  a  too  summary  manner. 

Kino.— You  should  give  a  summary  of  your  results,  Eta'ing  definitely 
what  constituents  were  detected. 

CRtsr.— You  omitted  one  of  tho  most  important  parts  of  the  analysis- 
the  examination  of  the  powder  in  the  dry  way. 

First  Attempt.  A  much  more  exhaustive  examination  was  necessary 
the  few  tests  you  described  were  even  insuflSoient  as  a  preliminary  to 
regular  systematic  work. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  Be  will  he 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


A  Nursing  Exhibition 
is  announced  to  be  held  at  St.  Martin's  Town  Hall,  London, 
from  Jane  I  to  Jane  13,  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  show 
instruments,  dressings,  all  kinds  of  appliances  as  employed 
in  hospitals,  model  beds  and  other  furniture  for  the  sick- 
room, nursing-uniforms,  &o.  A  nursing  conference  is  to  be 
held  at  the  same  place  and  date.  The  scheme  is  being 
organised  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  the  editor  of  the 
Nursing  Record,  and  late  matron  of  St  ^Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  The  profits  of  the  exhibition  will  be  given  to  the 
Nurses'  Home  of  Rest  at  Brighton. 

Chemists  as  Sub-postmasters. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Cussonp,  chemist,  of  Ossett  and  Swinton,  and 
sub-postmaster  at  Ossett,  was  one  of  four  sut -postmasters 
called  to  give  evidence  before  tbe  Inter- departmental  Com- 
mittee on  Post-office  Establishment,  of  whiuh  Loid  Tweed- 
mouth  is  cbairmarj,  in  one  of  the  House  of  Lords  committee- 
rooms  on  May  7.  The  sub-postmasters  consider  their  re- 
muneration is  not  commensurate  with  the  wo,-k  they  do. 
Mr.  Cussons  told  tbe  committee  that  in  the  week  preceding 
his  evidence  his  office  received  7,458  letters  and  102  parcels 
and  delivered  11,160  letters  ana  1,282  parcel;*.  The  total 
turnover  of  bis  office  last  year  was  15.145Z .,  in  addition  to 
which  he  handed  5,989Z.  in  cash  to  the  Wakefield  office,  and 
dealt  with  10,383  telegrams.  The  substitution  of  a  fixed 
salary  of  100Z.  in  his  case  for  the  previous  system  of  com- 
mission had  reduced  his  income,  and  the  allowance  made 
for  assistants  was  extremely  inadequate. 


Corrosion  of  Iron  by  Crude  Tar. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Section  of  tbe 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  after  the  transaction  of  tbe 
annual  business,  which  included  the  re-election  of  Mr.  F.  J. 
R.  Carulla  as  chairman,  a  discussion  took  place  on  the  recent 
note  on  "  The  Corrosion  of  Iron  by  Crude  Tar  "  (see  C.  $  D  , 
April  25,  page  578)  Professor  Clowes  expressed  doubts  as 
to  the  corrosive  action  being  due  to  the  presence  of  carbolic 
acid  in  the  tar.  Mr.  Ward  mentioned  that  galvanised  sheets 
corrode  rapidly  if  coated  with  tar.  Mr.  White  questioned 
the  accuracy  of  the  inference  drawn  from  a  case  mentioned 
in  the  note  that  ammonium  chloride  was  the  cause  of  corro- 
sion, and  there  was  a  general  agreement  that  the  subject, 
whilst  of  much  practical  importance,  was  involved  in  some 
mystery,  and  deserved  further  investigation  by  members 
who  had  the  opportunity. 

The  Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

The  report  of  this  Association  which  has  been  sent  to  us 
shows  that  the  Association  consists  of  27  members  who 
pay  5s.  each  (realising  61  15s ),  and  is  mainly  supported 
by  31  "  patrons  "  who  contribute  between  them  151.  6s  The 
Association  held  during  the  past  session  twenty-four 
meetings,  a  dinner,  and  a  ball.  A  sum  of  31. 15s  Qd.  has  been 
collected  at  the  meetings  of  the  se?sion  for  the  Benevolent 
Fund.  The  Secretary  had  2,1.  Is.  3d.  in  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Staffordshire  Seidlitz  powders. 

Reporting  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  the  public 
analyst  (Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  Wolverhampton)  states  that 
during  the  past  quarter  he  has  analysed  four  samples  of 
seidlitz  powders.  Two  of  these  were  practically  correct,  but 
two  had  to  be  condemned — one  because  the  acid  was  10  gr. 
too  much  and  the  alkaline  powders  17  gr.  too  little,  and  the 
other  because,  although  the  powders  were  correct  in  weight, 
the  alkaline  powders  were  wrongly  compounded.  These 
contained  69  gr.  bicarbonate  of  soda  instead  of  40  gr  ,  and 
67  gr.  of  Rochelle  salt  instead  of  120  gr.  Mr.  Jones  does 
not  think  fraud  was  indicated,  nor,  perhaps,  much  harm 
threatened  in  either  case ;  but  it  is  important  that  medi- 
cines should  be  compounded  correctly,  and  if  carelessness  is 
exhibited  in  one  preparation  it  may  be  feared  in  another, 
where  danger  to  health,  if  not  actual  loss  of  life,  may 
result. 

The  Birch-rod  follows  the  Scent. 

At  Grays  (Essex)  Petty  Sessions  on  May  15,  Albert  Stevens 
was  charged  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  scent,  the  property  of 
Mr.  E.  J.  Chauncey,  chemist,  Little  Thurrock,  on  May  10. 
The  lad  took  the  scent  from  the  counter  while  he  was  being 
served  with  a  powder.  He  was  ordered  to  receive  four 
strokes  with  the  bircbrod. 

Plymouth  Chemists. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  annual  outing  of  the 
chemists  and  their  friends  in  Plymouth  and  neighbourhood 
to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  10.  The  trip  comprises  a 
journey  by  rail  to  St.  German's,  Cornwall ;  thence  by  wagon- 
ettes to  Downderry,  where  high  tea  is  served.  One  crown 
per  head  covers  expenses;  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Breczs  ia  hon. 
secretary  for  the  committee. 

In  connection  with  the  Junior  Association  an  examination 
in  practical  chemistry,  for  unqualified  members  only,  will  be 
conducted  at  the  Plymouth  Technical  Schools  on  June  3, 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  Prizes  to  be  awarded  for  best  results. 
Names  of  competitors  to  be  sent  in  by  Wednesday  next. 

The  "Lom-bards"  Society. 

The  above  scciety,  whose  members  are  composed  of  employ  es 
from  the  firm  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  held  their 
sixth  annual  dinner  on  Friday  evening  last  attheHolboin 
Restaurant.  Mr.  Cornelius  Eanbury  piesided,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Frederick  J.  Hanbury  with  bis  two  sens, 
Messrs.  A.  C.  and  R,  J.  Hanbuiy,  and  Mr.  W.  R  Dcdd.  Iheie 
were  in  all  forty-six  members  present,  and  after  dinner  a 
capital  programme  of  vocal  and  instirmental  music  was 
efficiently  rendered  by  Messrs.  T.  R.  Swinburne,  Clenyg  Jones, 
J.  M.  Sillitoe,  J.  Netherwav,  A.  E.  Bradbury,  Sidney  Dawson 
W.  J.  Petty,  and  others.    DuriDg  the  evening  the  toast,  "  The 
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Firm,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Henry  Jenkins,  and  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury. 

The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 
A  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Cardiff,  Newport,  and 
district  will  be  held  at  Cardiff  Mayor's  Court,  Town  Hall,  on 
Thursday,  May  28,  at  3  p.m. 

Chemists  at  Cricket. 

A  match  was  played  on  Saturday  last,  at  Nunhead,  be- 
tween Barron  Harveys  C.C.  and  Stevenson  &  Howell  C.C. 
resulting  in  a  win  for  tbe  former  by  86  runs.  The  scores 
were:   B.H.C.C ,  129  (L.  Halson,  65);  S.  &  H.C.C.,  43 

(Butterfield,  12). 

Damage  by  Fire. 

A  large  fire  occurred  at  Richmond,  Surrey,  last  week, 
Opposite  to  the  building  which  was  burned  was  one  of 
Parke's  Drug  Stores,  which  was  greatly  damaged.  So  intense 
was  the  heat  that  goods  in  the  window  were  burned  and 
scorched,  and  it  was  quite  impossible  to  stand  in  the  front 
part  of  the  shop  when  the  fire  was  at  its  height.  Every 
piece  of  glass  in  the  window  and  door  was  smashed,  and  the 
paint  blistered  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  The  firm  did 
good  service  by  supplying  the  engines  with  coal,  and  by 
keeping  their  arc  lamps  on  until  4  o'clock  in  the  morning 
for  the  benefit  of  the  firemen  after  the  flames  from  the  fire 
had  somewhat  died  down. 

Stealing  from  a  Chemist's  Shop. 

At  the  County  of  London  Sessions,  before  Mr.  Loveland- 
Loveland,  Blwyn  Barran  (45),  described  as  a  journalist, 
but  who  represented  himself  to  be  an  actor,  was  placed 
upon  his  trial  for  having  stolen  21,  the  money  of  Richard 
Jefferson  Dodd,  chemist,  146  Bdgware  Road.  Prosecutor 
alleged  that  the  prisoner's  little  girl,  aged  6  years,  stole  the 
money  from  the  till  and  handed  it  to  her  father,  who  put  it 
into  his  pocket.  Barran  denied  the  committal  of  the  offence, 
but  the  jury  disbelieved  him  and  convicted  him.  Detective- 
sergeant  Willis  stated  that  there  were  three  similar  cases  of 
theft  in  which  the  little  girl  had  taken  articles  or  money,  the 
prisoner  receiving  the  proceeds.  Mr.  Loveland-Loveland  was 
of  opinion  that  Barran  had  brought  the  child  up  to  steal. 
He  sentenced  him  to  twelve  months'  hard  labour. 

Inciting  to  Steal  Drugs. 

On  Wednesday,  at  the  Guildhall,  before  Mr.  Alderman 
Alliston,  Alfred  Rudgley  (23),  a  carman,  was  charged  on 
remand  with  inciting  William  Read  to  steal  goods  from 
81  Bishopsgate  Street,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Hodgkinson, 
Prestons  &  King,  wholesale  druggists.  Mr.  R.  H.  Humphreys, 
for  the  prosecution,  said  this  was  an  important  case,  as  the 
prisoner  had  incited  an  old  servant  to  steal  property.  The 
said  servant  had  communicated  what  had  occurred  to  Mr. 
King,  and  the  prisoner  was  apprehended. 

William  Albert  Read,  storekeeper,  in  the  service  of  Messrs. 
Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  wholesale  druggists,  Bishops- 
gate  Street  Without,  said  he  had  been  seventeen  years  in 
the  same  employ.  He  said  that  prisoner  was  in  the  service 
of  the  carman  who  did  the  cartage  for  the  firm.  He  told 
how  the  prisoner  asked  him  if  he  coald  obtain  some  drugs. 
He  specially  wanted  14  or  28  lbs.  of  powdered  tartaric  acid, 
for  which  he  said  he  could  obtain  Is.  per  lb.,  and  he  offered 
to  divide  with  the  witness.  The  witness  reported  the  matter 
to  his  employer,  Mr.  King,  and  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  the  police.  Parcels  containing  28  lbs.  of  tartaric  acid 
were  given  to  the  prisoner,  who  was  arrested  as  he  was 
leaving  the  yard. 

The  prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and  said  he  was  very  sorry  ; 
he  hoped  he  should  be  forgiven. 

Sergeant  Phillips,  one  of  the  police  witnesses,  said  he  had 
made  inquiries,  and  believed  the  prisoner  bore  a  good 
character.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Dale  had  been  seen  talk- 
ing to  the  prisoner  at  Clapham ;  this  Dale  had  been  engaged 
at  a  chemist's,  he  had  been  discharged  for  irregularities,  and 
a  paper  found  on  the  accused  was  in  Dale's  handwriting. 

Mr.  King  said  he  had  no  wish  to  press  the  charge.  It 
was  possible  the  prisoner  had  been  tempted  by  the  man 
referred  to. 

The  Alderman :  But  for  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  King 
I  should  have  passed  a  much  heavier  sentence  than  I  am 


about  to  do.  It  is  a  very  serious  offence,  and  I  should  be 
wanting  in  duty  if  I  passed  a  less  sentence  than  six  weeks 
with  hard  labour. 

Ess.  Amygd.  for  Ess.  Zingib. 

At  Kendal  Miss  Edith  Thwaites,  daughter  of  a  bank 
manager,  poisoned  herself  on  Sunday,  having  taken  essence 
of  almonds  by  mistake  for  essence  of  ginger,  which  she  was 
usirjg  as  a  remedy  for  an  internal  complaint. 

Laudanum  in  Leicestershire. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  analyst  to  the  County  Council  of  Lei- 
cestershire, in  his  quarterly  report  to  that  body,  remarked 
that  during  three  months  twenty-five  samples  of  laudanum, 
taken  from  nearly  all  the  druggists  within  the  jurisdiction, 
had  been  submitted  to  him.  Not  a  single  sample  was  below 
the  strength  prescribed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Curious  Ignorance  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Law. 

Mrs.  Stokes,  of  Brentford,  the  wife  of  a  lighterman,  sent  a 
little  boy  to  Knight's  drug-stores  for  Id.  of  vitriol.  She 
had  borrowed  a  Batey's  "  Kola "  bottle  from  a  neighbour, 
and  the  vitriol  was  put  into  this.  She  was  going  to  clean 
the  walls  of  her  house  and  wanted  the  vitriol  for  that  pur- 
pose. Her  seven-years'-old  boy  drank  some  of  the  vitriol 
from  the  bottle  and  died.  The  following  are  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  inquest  on  Saturday  last : — 

".The  Coroner:  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  very 
wrong  of  anyone  to  put  poison  in  such  a  bottle.  If  a  chemist 
sold  poison  in  that  sort  of  utensil  he  would  be  breaking  the 
law  in  the  first  instance  and  would  run  a  great  risk  of  being 
indicted  for  manslaughter  in  this  case.  Mr.  J.  Clements 
(a  juryman):  I  thought  all  poisons  should  bear  a  red  label. 
Dr.  Williams  :  Chemists  are  bound  by  that,  oilmen  are  not. 
Mr.  Clements :  The  sooner  they  are  the  better.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Henry  Knight,  oilman,  said  he  sold  half  a  gill  of  vitriol 
for  Id.  He  exhorted  the  boy  to  be  careful  to  keep 
the  bottle  out  of  the  way  of  children  as  it  was  poisonous. 
He  labelled  the  bottle.  The  Coroner :  Is  it,  a  common  thing 
to  sell  vitriol  to  anyone  who  comes  for  it  ?  Witness  :  Yes  ; 
very  common.  Do  you  sell  it  in  any  kind  of  bottle  ? — Yes  ; 
but  we  always  label  it  as  I  have  done  in  this  case.  Does  not 
the  Act  say  the  label  must  be  red  ?— No  ;  that  only  applies 
to  chemists.  Is  it  usual  to  sell  vitriol  in  ginger-beer  bottles  1 — 
Yes  ;  and  frequently  in  stone  bottles  because  they  are  stronger. 
Mr.  Clements :  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  your 
customers'  sake  if  you  used  red  labels? — I  generally  do. 
Mr.  Clements  :  Red  is  a  colour  that  has  a  tandency  to  attract 
people's  attention.  The  Coroner:  Yes;  people  look  out  for 
a  red  label,  and  I  would  strongly  advise  you  if  the  law  does 
not  compel  you  to  do  so  to  voluntarily  use  red  labels.  Dr. 
Williams  repeated  that  the  law  of  red  labels  did  not  apply 
to  oilmen,  though  it  was  an  extremely  anomalous  law.  The 
Coroner  agreed,  but  said  they  could  not  blame  a  man  for 
following  custom. 

Dr.  Newton  Williams  further  said  that  the  purchaser,  in 
the  case  of  purchasing  corrosive  acids  from  the  chemist, 
had  to  sign  his  name,  and  a  large  red  label  had  to  be  affixed 
to  the  bottle.  Oilmen  were  not  under  the  Act,  and  he 
thought  they  could  sell  without  any  restrictions,  though 
this,  of  course,  was  grossly  anomalous.  The  jury  added  a 
rider  to  their  verdict,  "  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  law  should 
be  amended  in  order  to  prevent  the  sale  of  vitriol  or  other 
poisonous  substances  to  all  persons,  or  in  any  kind  of  bottles 
without  precaution." 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 
Among  this  week's  victims  of  carbolic  acid  are  : — 
Ellen  Maccles  (56),  a  widow  residing  at  Hulme,  who  had 

been  low-spirited  for  some  time  in  consequence  of  being  out 

of  work. 

Charles  Hall,  a  blacksmith,  of  Harpurhey,  who  had  been 
much  depressed  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his  child. 

Ellen  Murden  (20),  West  Gorton,  got  under  the  influence 
of  drink,  and  after  smashing  some  windows  and  threatening 
to  " do  for"  everybody  in  the  house,  got  some  carbolic  acid 
and  drank  it  with  fatal  results. 

James  Pardo  Meyher  (33),  of  Liverpool,  an  engine-driver, 
out  of  work  and  taken  to  drink. 
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The  Manchester  jury  who  inquired  into  two  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  adopted  a  recommendation  to  the  Home 
Secretary  praying  that  greater  restrictions  be  put  upon  the 
sale  of  carbolic  acid.  What  does  the  Home  Secretary  do 
with  all  these  recommendations  ? 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  ittms 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  trill  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  he 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Personal. 

Mr.  ex-President  Hayes  has  gone  for  a  tour  in  Russia, 
Moscow  and  the  Tsar's  coronation  being  on  the  programme. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council, 
Dublin,  has  cleared  over  5,000/.  in  connection  with  the  con- 
version of  the  Pneumatic  Tyre  Company. 

An  inquiry  is  being  made  at  Dublin  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
into  the  mental  condition  of  ex- Councillor  Collins,  M.P.S.I., 
who  formerly  carried  on  a  pharmaceutical  establishment  in 
William  Street,  and  whose  transfer  last  year  of  2,0951.  India 
Stock  to  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Bequests  is  dis- 
puted by  his  next-of-kin,  who  allege  that  prior  to  and 
subsequent  to  the  transfer  Dr.  Collins  was  mentally  incapable 
of  managing  his  affairs.  The  Lord  Chancellor  has  reserved 
his  decision. 

Limited  Compounders. 

The  long-threatened  action  of  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co 
(Limited)  is  now  an  accomplished  fact,  and  a  compounding 
department  has  been  started  by  them  at  their  shop  in 
Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

Potatoes  and  Pharmacy. 

A  prize  of  21.  has  been  offered  by  Messrs.  Harrington  & 
Sons,  chemists  and  druggists,  Cork,  for  the  best  sample  of 
potatoes  grown  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Place  auz  Dames. 

The  medical  students  of  Dublin  have  held  a  mass  meeting 
to  'protest  against  the  appointment  of  a  lady  examiner  in 
midwifery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 
They  say  they  will  go  elsewhere  for  their  lectures  unless  a 
male  examiner  is  appointed. 

Death,  of  a  Surgical-instrument  Maker. 

Mr.  Daniel  E.  Corcoran,  surgical-instrument  manufacturer, 
Dublin,  was  found  in  his  office  on  Friday  last  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  with  an  empty  bottle  of  prussic  acid  lying 
beside  him.  He  died  shoitly  afterwards.  An  inquest  was 
held.  It  could  not  be  proved  that  the  deceased  drank  the 
poison  or  what  became  of  it,  and  a  verdict  of  death  from 
cardiac  syncope  was  returned. 

A  Dispensing  Metaphor. 

Preaching  at  Dublin  on  Sunday  last,  the  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Collisson,  North  Pacific  missionary,  said  the  chemist  never 
affixes  the  label  on  a  bottle  of  medicine  until  the  mixture 
has  first  been  poured  into  the  bottle ;  so  Christianity  should 
first  be  instilled  into  a  man  before  the  label  of  baptism  can 
be  affixed  upon  him. 


Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy. — This  college  has  now 
been  formally  handed  over  to  the  University  of  Illinois,  of 
which  it  has  become  the  department  of  pharmacy.  The  old 
quarters  of  the  college  were  destroyed  in  the  great  fire,  and 
immediately  thereafter  Professor  Attfield  got  British  phar- 
macists to  contribute  to  the  building  of  a  new  house.  In 
commemoration  of  this  service  the  college  authorities  call 
the  principal  apartment  the  Attfield  Hall. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  ie 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Gets  his  Drugs  from  Glasgow. 
Mr.  John  Carrie,  chemist,  Eglinton  Street  and  Crown 
Street,  Glasgow,  has  supplied  to  the  German  Emperor's  new 
racing-yacht,  the  Meteor,  a  beautiful  mahogany  medicine- 
chest,  fitted  with  flint-stoppered  bottles  and  an  assortment 
of  medicines  and  sundries. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  fifth  annual  sports  of  this  club  will  come  off  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  at  6.45  p.m.  There  will  be  a  220 
yards,  300  yards,  and  half-mile  flat -race  handicaps  confined  to 
those  in  the  drug-trade,  as  well  as  a  mile  bicycle-race.  The 
final  football  tie  for  possession  of  the  Anderson  Cup  will  also 
be  played.  There  are  also  to  be  several  races  open  to  all 
amateurs.  Mr.  D.  Mackenzie,  of  Messrs.  T.  &H.  Smith  &  Co., 
will  preside  at  the. presentation  of  prizes,  and  Mr.  D  B.  Dotfc 
and  Mr.  George  Coull  will  be  among  the  officials  present. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Student's  Pun. 

John  C.  M.  Love,  a  pharmaceutical  student,  was  charged 
at  a  Glasgow  police-  court  on  May  15  with  having  stolen  two 
51.  notes  from  a  farmer  named  Lockhart  in  a  public  house  on 
the  previous  Tuesday.  Love  met  the  farmer  in  the  public 
house.  The  two  afterwards  went  to  a  spirit  shop,  and  there 
a  horse  dealer  named  Peat  joined  them.  Peat  wanted 
Lockhart  to  buy  a  pony.  They  went  to  look  at  it,  and 
Lockhart  agreed  to  buy  it  for  11.  They  then  went  to  the 
first-named  public  house  to  settle,  but  when  Lockhart  took 
out  his  purse  to  pay  he  found  his  two  51  notes  gone.  He 
immediately  seized  Love,  and  charged  him  with  stealing 
the  notes.  Love  denied  having  taken  the  money,  but  he  was 
given  into  custody,  and  Lockhart  identified  two  51  notes, 
which  were  found  upon  Love  in  the  police-office,  as  being 
his.  On  the  way  to  the  police-office  Love  said  it  was  all 
in  fun  that  he  got  the  money  from  the  old  farmer.  When  in 
the  police-office  Love  pulled  out  two  51.  notes  from  his 
stocking.  Lockhart  was  very  much  the  worse  for  drink,  and 
Love  appeared  to  have  been  drinking  slightly.  On  behalf 
of  accused  it  was  stated  that  he  had  been  six  years  in  a 
large  drug-store  in  Paisley,  and  not  the  slightest  complaint 
had  ever  been  made  against  him.  He  was  very  respectably 
connected,  and  had  hitherto  borne  an  irreproachable 
character.  The  Bailie  found  the  charge  clearly  proved,  but, 
in  view  of  accused's  previous  conduct,  he  was  inclined  to 
give  him  the  benefit  of  the  First  Offenders  Act.  He  ordered 
him  to  be  brought  up  for  sentence  six  months  hence. 

Changing  Teachers. 

The  School  of  Pharmacy  which  has  been  carried  on  by 
Dr.  David  Lees  during  the  past  sixteen  years  has  been 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Hoseason,  of  Owens  College,  Manchester, 
and  Mr.  J.  Lothian,  Edinburgh,  who  will  enter,  with  the 
winter  session,  in  October. 

I\Tew  Drug-store  in  Edinburgh. 

Inman  (Limited)  have  this  week  removed  their  West-end 
branch  at  Shandwick  Place,  Edinburgh,  to  larger  premises 
in  the  same  thoroughfare,  which  hav<=>  been  completely 
refitted.  The  establishment  covers  16, £00  superficial  feet  of 
floor  space.  Over  the  retail  shop  are  the  offices,  and  there 
is  a  wholesale  department  and  a  laboratory  behind.  The 
premises  are  supplied  with  electric  light. 

Inverness  aud  Anti-cutting. 

The  Inverness  Chemists'  Association  held  a  meeting  last 
week,  and  unanimously  and  spontaneously  resolved  to  join 
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as  an  associatioii  the  Proprietary  Aiticles  Trade  Association. 
All  the  chemists  in  Inverness  are  in  the  Association — viz., 
Messrs.  Alexander  Allen,  W.  J.  Bethuue,  J.  Cameron,  J. 
Eraser,  Galloway,  Son  &  Macleod,  John  Junor,  Henry 
Mitchell,  D.  McRitchie,  and  W.  Ogston. 


fvencb  IRewa* 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.") 


The  Rouen  Exhibition  was  opened  on  Saturday  last, 
May  16  by  MM.  Henry  Boucher  and  Andre  Lebon,  the 
French  Ministers  of  Commerce  and  the  Colonies.  This 
exhibition  is  termed  "  National  and  Colonial,"  and,  as 
already  mentioned  in  the  C.  4'  !>■■>  there  is  a  special  section 
devoted  to  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products. 

Explosion  op  Liquefied  CO.,  Tubes — A  few  days  ago 
some  workmen  were  engaged  in  putting  a  number  of  tubes 
filled  with  carbonic-acid  gas,  used  for  beer,  on  a  barge  at 
the  Qaai  Henry  VI.,  Paris.  They  left  three  of  the  tubes  on 
the  quay,  exposed  to  the  sun,  while  they  went  to  dinner. 
An  explosion  was  the  result,  but  fortunately  no  one  was 
iDjuied. 

Kontgen  Rays  AS  Evidence  —  At  Nancy  a  workman  in 
an  iron-foundry  was  caught  in  a  piece  of  machinery  and  had 
a  leg  dislocated.  The  doctor  who  attended  him  set  the  limb 
badly,  which  was  proved  by  a  surgeon  by  the  leg  being 
photographed  by  the  Rontgen  rays.  The  photograph  was 
used  as  evidence  in  an  action  brought  by  the  workman 
against  the  doctor  for  damages. 

Fbench  Professors  for  Glasgow. — The  General  Council 
of  the  Faculties  announces  that  the  following  gentlemen, 
amongst  others,  have  consented  to  represent  the  University 
of  Paris  at  the  jubilee  of  Lord  Kelvin,  to  be  held  in  Glasgow 
next  month  : — M.  Moissan,  Professor  at  the  Paris  Superior 
School  of  Pharmacy,  and  MM.  Lippmann  and  Picard,  Pro- 
fessors at  the  Faculty  of  Sciences. 

Guaiacol. — At  the  Academy  of  Medicine  last  Tuesday, 
M.  Paul  Reclus  read  a  paper  on  the  properties  of  guaiacol, 
which  was  recommended  last  year  by  M.  Lucas-Champion- 
niere  as  possessing  the  same  qualities  as  cocaine  without 
the  danger  that  is  attributed  to  the  latter.  The  observations 
of  M.  Reclus  tended  to  show  that  the  action  of  guaiacol  is 
inferior  to  that  of  cocaine ;  in  fact,  he  seems  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  latter  substance. 

"  Made  in  Germany." — I  had  a  conversation  a  few  days 
sgo  with  a  leaditg  Paris  merchant  who  has  business  ramifi- 
cations with  English-speaking  countries  all  over  the  world, 
on  the  subject  of  the  article  "Made  in  Germany"  in  laft 
week's  C.  D,,  which  is  interesting  as  showiDg  the  outsider's 
point  of  view.  He  said  :  "  My  experience  is  that  Germany 
has  rather  profited  than  otherwise  by  the  English  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act.  Indents  that  formerly  went  to  London  are 
now  split  up,  and  English  merchants  are  undoubtedly  losing 
a  great  deal  in  that  way.  I  find  that  the  great  cry  all  over 
the  world  from  buyers  is  for  '  cheapness, '  and  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  the  Germans  respond  readily.  They  get  hold 
of  almost  any  English  article  you  like  to  name,  be  it 
chemicals,  pharmaceutical  preparations,  hardware  or  any- 
thing else,  and  supply  it  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it  can  be 
bought  in  England  ;  but  this  will  not  be  news  to  you.  Only 
one  day  this  week  I  was  much  struck  by  the  remarks  of  a 
Bombay  merchant,  who  was  in  my  office,  respecting  German 
goods.  He  terminated  by  saying,  '  If  you  were  to  take  every 
article  of  clothing  I  am  wearing,  you  would  find  that  nearly 
all  bear  the  mention  of  "  Made  in  Germany.'"  Of  course  the 
Act  protects  your  manufacturers  in  the  English  colonies, 
but  I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  it  is  beneficial  to  your 
trade  as  a  whole."  In  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  what  posi- 
tion France  occupies  in  this  keen  competition,  he  said : 
"  Well,  French  articles  of  exportation  may  roughly  be  classed 
as  '  luxuries  ' ;  the  bulk  of  the  necessities  of  life,  as  regards 
the  export  trade,  come  from  England  and  Germany,  and 
part  of  the  surplus  cash  that  remains  is  devoted  to 
French  articles."  But  of  course  German  manufacturers 
are  not  prevented  from  any  delicacy  of  feeling  from  imitating 
French  goods?    "  Of  course  not ;  but,  in  the  main,  I  suppose 


they  find  it  pays  better  to  devote  their  attention  to  those 
articles  for  which  there  is  the  readiest  sale,  and  England 
offers  the  best  scope  for  this.  When  I  started  in  business 
here,  soon  after  the  war  of  1870,  a  league  was  formed 
amongst  the  Paris  merchants  to  boycott  German  goods,  but 
it  did  not  last  for  any  length  of  time.  We  found  ourselves 
forced  to  handle  them  to  prevent  someone  else  getting  the 
trade.  I  do  not,"  he  added,  "  by  any  means  look  upon 
the  progress  of  German  competition  as  a  decadence  on  the 
part  of  English  manufacturers;  but  the  latter  require  to  keep 
very  alert,  for  they  do  not  progress-  in  the  same  measure  as 
their  opponents.  Some  ten  years  ago  a  London  gentleman 
offered  a  prize  of  100Z.  to  anyone  who  could  prove  that  any 
English  branch  of  trade  had  suffered  by  the  then  already 
keen  competition  from  the  Fatherland.  It  was  applied  for 
time  after  time,  but  unsucessfully,  as  no  case  could  then  be 
proved.  I  suppose  no  one  would  be  rash  enough  to  make  a 
similar  offer  now." 


%  Ufanbag  %Htmaan  lit  ih  ^ntbcnm  of 
S>tumtB. 


THERE  was  a  rather  full  attendance  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  last  Monday,  fifty-three  of  the  sixty -3ix  green 
velvet  fauteuils  being  occupied.  The  members  arrived  a 
little  before  3  o'clock.  Some  of  the  more  aged  ones  are  led 
to  their  places  by  a  faithful  attendant  or  secretary.  I 
notice  two  or  three  of  these  pathetic  instances  of  how  bodily 
strength  can  give  way  while  the  mind  remains  active  There 
is  much  handshaking,  and  many  a  "  comment  ca  va."  The 
President,  M.  Corun,  of  tall  and  commanding  presence,  takes 
his  seat  at  the  small  centre  table;  the  academicians  group 
themselves,  like  Arthur's  knights,  at  a  round  table  of  green 
baize,  "  where  none  is  afore  or  after  another  "  ;  M.  Berthelot 
arrives  at  the  last  moment ;  the  bell  tinkles,  and  at  3  o'clock 
"  Messieurs,  la  seance  est  ouverte  "  is  announced.  The  Presi- 
dent announces  the  presence  at  the  meeting  of  several 
foreign  savants,  who  attended  the  conference  for  preparing 
the  "  map  of  the  sky  "  held  in  Paris  last  week.  The  buzz 
of  greeting  and  conversation  continue  s  as  the  ex-minister  reads 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  in  alow  tone.  M.  Berthelot's 
enemies  may  accuse  him  of  many  faults,  but  evidently 
foppery  is  not  among  them.  Unable  to  hear,  I  glance 
round  the  hall.  It  is  a  handsome  room,  high-pitched 
with  oak  panelled  walls  and  ceiling ;  portraits  of  Lavoisier, 
Buffon,  and  other  last-century  worthies  look  out  of  their 
carved  frames  in  the  wainscot,  and  busts  and  statues  galore 
adorn  the  niches  and  pedestals.  These  latter,  curiously 
enough,  are  mostly  literary  and  not  scientific  celebrities. 
What  place  has  Moliere,  the  merciless  giber  at  doctors  and 
apothecaries,  in  this  learned  company  1  When  M.  Berthelot 
has  finished,  his  fellow  secretary  is  "invited  to  open  the 
correspondenc9."  With  a  running  fire  of  comment  and 
rapid  analy  sis,  he  announces  to  the  Academy  this  "  pretended 
invention  "  and  this  "  interesting  "  communication.  Here  is 
one  which  he  fears  is  "  not  new  " ;  and  this  other  writer  does 
not  "  employ  current  terms  " ;  a  third  is  "  too  technical " ; 
and  a  fourth — "an  astounding  misapprehension" — consider- 
ably amuses  the  members.  The  President  sharply  raps  the 
table  with  his  paper-knife  from  time  to  time  to  reduce  too 
talkative  members  to  comparative  silence.  M.  Berthelot 
commences  the  scientific  portion  of  the  meeting  by  analysing 
in  detail  a  paper  by  M.  Trouve,  a  well-known  engineer,  on 
the  properties  of  acetylene.  Attention  is  called  to  the 
apparatus  M.  Trouve  has  had  placed  in  the  ante-chamber  of 
the  Academy,  and  which  seems  to  fully  demonstrate  the 
practicability  of  the  use  of  this  gas  for  illuminating 
purposes.  The  discovery  of  acetylene  is  attributed  by 
him  to  Edmond  Davy  in  1836.  The  invention  was  partly 
lost  sight  of  and  not  utilised  until  the  researches  of 
M.  Moissan,  in  connection  with  the  electric  kiln,  drew 
attention  to  the  great  illuminating  power  this  gas  possesses. 
M.  Berthelot  had  also  experimented  with  it  in  1862.  The 
name  of  M.  Moissan  is  then  called.  The  toxicology  pro- 
fessor of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  a  little  greyer  than  when 
he  presided  some  four  years  ago  at  the  Society  of  Pharmacy, 
but  erect  and  handsome  with  his  bushy  hair  and  beard,  steps 
up  to  %he  little  square  table  before  the  presidential  chair. 


May  23,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


719 


He  has  some  notes  to  give  on  uranium  and  reads  his  paper 
in  a  clear  voice.  He  has  one  or  two  other  notes  to  give, 
and  is  then  succeeded  by  a  more  eloquent  and  gesticulatory 
speaker.  M.  Picard  has  something  to  say  about  algebra 
and  equations,  and  then  comes  the  election  of  a  member — 
a  calm  affair ;  none  of  the  good-natured  excitement  which 
characterises  an  election  at  the  Society  of  Pharmacy.  The 
green-clad  attendant,  with  a  gilt  chain  and  a  gigantic 
medal  worthy  of  a  lord  mayor  round  his  neck,  hands  round 
the  urn,  and  the  President  deftly  counts  the  little  papers. 
M.  Muntz  has  thirty-eight  votes  and  M.  Laboulbene  fifteen, 
so  the  former  is  elected.  _  The  new  academician  is  well 
known  for  his  published  works  in  connection  with  agricul- 
tural chemistry.  The  most  interesting  part  of  the  seance 
is  evidently  over,  and  members  begin  to  leave,  while  one 
with  a  fine,  venerable  head  discusses  the  hibernation 
of  the  marmot  and  his  theories  thereupon.  He  is 
followed  by  a  spare,  elderly  man  with  grey  side- 
whiskers,  who  is  seated  just  on  the  chairman's 
right.  This  is  M.  Chatin,  who  has  much  to  say  on  a 
point  of  botany  ;  and  of  course  "  the  X  rays"  are  ever  with 
us.  This  time  it  is  M.  Mascart  who  gives  some  notes  on  the 
Boutgen  photography.  Monsieur  Schutzsn,  recognisable  by 
his  long  pointed  beard,  hands  in  a  description  of  a  new 
apparatus;  he  has  provided  himself  with  an  electrotype  so 
that  all  may  be  duly  printed  in  the  reports  of  the  Academy. 
Then  comes  a  note  on  a  fossil  animal  by  one  of  the  Museum 
professors  ;  and  M.  Gautier  touches  on  a  point  of  chemistry. 
I  had  noticed  M,  Duclaux,  the  head  of  the  Pasteur  Institute, 
at  the  far  corner  of  the  table,  a  bearded,  spare,  worn-looking 
man  (no  one  seems  to  get  stout  at  that  hard-working  hive), 
leaning  his  head  on  his  hands.  The  President  calls  his  name, 
and  he  gives  in  a  paper  by  M.  Bertrand  on  lactose,  analysing 
its  contents  in  the  same  quick,  hurried  tones  which  charac- 
terise Dr.  Roux.  Then  the  hoary-headed  astronomer,  M. 
Janssen,  talks  to  us  of  glaciers,  and  finally,  just  before  the 
discreet  little  clock  in  front  of  the  chairman  indicates  the 
hour  of  5  p.m  ,  I  file  out  through  the  quaint  old-world 
quadrangle  of  the  venerable  Institute,  after  the  brief  but 
interesting  peep  at  some  of  the  men  who  are  worthily  up- 
holding among  the  nations  the  scientific  reputation  of  France. 


jforefon  ano  Colonial  IFlews, 


The  German  Alkali-trade. — The  German  Solvay- 
works  at  Bernburg  are  about  to  enlarge  their  factory  (built 
only  last  year)  for  the  electrolytic  manufacture  of  caustic 
alkalies,  bleaching-powder,  &c ,  to  the  extent  of  a  daily 
capacity  of  13  tons  of  caustic  soda  and  30  tons  of  bleaching- 
powder. 

Exhibition  at  Lisbon — The  Portuguese  prooose  to 
celebrate  the  fourth  centenary  of  the  di&covery  by  Vasco  da 
Gama  of  the  route  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by 
an  exhibition  of  Indian  products  at  Lisbon.  The  exhibition 
will  take  place  next  year,  and  is  open  to  British  or  British- 
Indian  participants. 

Profession  v.  Trade  in  Belgium. — The  Association 
Generate  Pharmaceutique  of  Belgium,  which  has  now  been 
in  existence  for  fifty  years,  and  has  applied  itself  to  the 
promotion  of  the  material  interests  of  pharmacists,  has 
decided  to  change  its  activity  in  tbis  direction,  and  in  future 
devote  itself  exclusively  to  the  promotion  of  scientific  phar- 
macy, the  material  interests  of  the  Belgian  pharmacists 
being  henceforth  entrusted  to  the  new  organisation 
known  as  the  "Federation  Beige  des  Societies  de  Phar- 
macia." The  change  is  to  be  a  tentative  one  for  the  space 
of  three  years. 

Pharmacy  at  the  Berlin  Exhibition  —Chemistry  is 
represented  at  the  Berlin  Industrial  Exhibition,  which  was 
opened  this  month  in  a  separate  building  occupying  an  area 
of  4,800  square  metres.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  firms 
are  represented  here,  divided  into  six  sections — viz  ,  chemical 
products  for  technical  purposes  ;  chemical,  pharmaceutical, 
and  scientific  preparations  ;  coal-tar  dyes  and  tar  products  ; 
soaps,  perfumeries,  and  fats  ;  dye  stuffs,  varnishes  and  glues  ; 
and  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  apparatus.  The  building 
contains  a  theatre,  in  which  a  series  of  lectures  on  chemistry 


and  allied  sciences  is  to  be  given  by  a  number  of  prominent 
chemists. 

Alicock'S  Plasters. — The  Brandreth  Company  of  tbe 
United  States  have  reduced  the  wholesale  price  of  Allcccfe's 
plasters  from  #13  to  #1.250  per  gross  as  a  preliminary,  it  is 
believed,  to  lowering  the  retail  price  from  25c.  to  15c.  per 
plaster.  Tbis  appears  to  be  an  attempt  to  meet  the  cut  rates 
cf  10c.  to  153.  per  plaster. 

Explosion  in  Pictet's  Laboratoky.— On  May  4  a 
serious  explosion  took  place  in  the  new  laboratory  of  Pro- 
fessor Pictet  at  Berlin.  Several  hands  were  at  work  in  an 
outhouse  used  for  experimental  purposes  with  liquid  gases 
when  suddenly  an  explosion  took  place,  caused,  if;  is  sur- 
mised, by  the  discharge  of  an  electric  battery.  The  chemicals 
in  the  buildiDg  exploded  and  took  fire,  and  one  of  the  work- 
men was  seriously  injured. 

Good  Business  in  Ceylon. — The  annual  meeting  cf 
the  Colombo  Apothecaries'  Company  (Limutd)  was  held  on 
April  28  at  Colombo.  The  Chairman,  in  submitting  tbe 
report  for  1895,  stated  that  the  business  of  the  company  has 
largely  increased,  and  that  "  it  has  so  pulled  round  that  it  is 
now  on  a  sound  basis."  The  gross  profits  on  sales  amounted 
to  177.444r.,  against  161,177r.  in  1894,  114,843r  in  1893,  and 
120  382r.  in  1892.  Salaries  and  bonuses  paid  in  1895 
amounted  to  83,9£0f.,  against  74,317r.  in  the  year  before. 
A  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  was  declared. 

Chemist's  Assistant's  Sudden  Death. — An  inquest 
was  held  last  month  at  Colombo  on  the  body  of  Mr.  E.  C. 
Angel,  aged  25,  assistant  dispenser  in  the  employ  of  the 
Colombo  Apothecaries'  Company,  who  was  found  lying  dead 
in  his  bedroom.  Mr.  Davidson,  the  manager  of  the  company, 
and  others  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  deceased  had 
some  time  previously  complained  of  the  great  heat ;  but  he 
could  cot  surmise  how  he  came  by  bis  death,  and  felt  sure 
there  was  no  foul  play.  Tbe  post  mortem  examination  dis- 
closed that  the  cause  of  death  was  due  to  acute  congestion 
of  the  brain,  brought  about  by  the  excessive  heat.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  this  finding. 

Central  American   International  Exhibition  

A  "  Central  American  International  Exhibition "  is  to  be 
held  in  the  capital  of  Guatemala  from  March  15  to  July  15, 
1837.  Exhibits  from  all  countries  are  admissible.  Consul 
Roberts,  of  Guatemala,  reports  that  the  quality  of  British 
goods  rinding  their  way  to  Central  America  compares 
favourably  with  that  of  other  countries  except  the  United 
States.  The  exhibits  will  be  allowed  to  enter  free  of  duty, 
only  becoming  liable  to  duty  when  sold  in  the  country, 
except  in  the  case  of  aiticles  gaining  a  prize,  which  will  be 
altogether  exempt  from  duty.  Applications  for  space  must 
be  addressed  to  the  Central  Committee  at  Guatemala  before 
August  3L  next. 

Foreigners  as  Pharmacists  in  Belgium. — Aliens  who 
have  claimed  pharmaceutical  degrees  in  their  own  country 
are  gradually  gaining  a  pharmaceutical  ioothold  in  Belgium. 
Thus,  quite  recently,  a  Dr.  Tutein,  who  succeeded  to  the 
business  of  an  Antwerp  pharmacist,  and  who  obtained  his 
pharmaceutical  diploma  in  Germany,  has  now  been  granted 
Royal  permission  to  carry  on  a  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Antwerp.  Four  years  ago  Dr.  Tutein  passed  the  Belgian 
examination  in  pharmacy  in  Brussels ;  but,  although  he 
succeeded  in  entirely  satisfying  his  examiners,  he  could  not, 
up  to  the  present,  obtain  permission  to  exercise  his  calling 
in  his  own  name.  He  had  to  employ  a  qualified  Belgian 
chemist  as  manager.  A  similar  case  was  that  of  another 
German  pharmarist,  who  most  creditably  passed  his  Belgian 
examination  at  Liege  in  1893,  but  whose  petition  to  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  his  business  under  his  own  name  of 
Belgium  had  been  more  than  once  refused.  This  pbarma 
cist,  after  vainly  addressing  the  King  of  tbe  Belgians- 
diiectly  applied  to  the  German  Ambassador,  with  a  request 
to  obtain  for  him  either  the  licence  he  desired  or  com- 
pensation to  the  tune  of  400Z.  He  has  just  received  his 
licence. 

German  Chemicals  in  the  United  States —A  sin- 
gular appeal  to  tbe  pharmaceutical  Press  of  Geimany  and 
Austria  has  been  published  in  the  monthly  journal  of  the 
German  " Apothker  Vtreien "  of  N6W  York.  Tbe  appeal 
states  that  the  chemists  by  whom  it  is  s'geed  and  their 
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other  colleagues  suffer  considerably  by  the  action  of  the 
Elberfeld  Dyeworks  of  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  and  Meister  Lucius 
&  Bruning,  of  Hochst.  Those  firms  and  certain  others,  it 
is  said,  bave  entered  into  engagement  with  Ameiican  houses 
under  which  the  prices  of  their  goods  are  kept  up  at  a  much 
higher  rate  than  that  prevailing  in  other  countries.  Such 
arrangements,  it  is  said,  are  injurious  to  German  trade  at 
large,  and  calculated  to  throw  a  suspicious  light  upon  the 
general  honesty  of  pharmaceutical  manufacturers  in 
Germany.  There  is  no  profit  left  to  the  firms  on  the  sale  of 
these  specially-protected  articles  in  the  United  Slates,  and 
it  is  suggested  that  medical  practitioners  should  be  requested 
not  to  prescribe  them.  The  appeal  concludes  with  the  extra- 
ordinary statement  (quite  unfounded,  of  course,  so  far  as 
this  journal  is  concerned)  "  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
English  pharmaceutical  Press  refuse  to  take  any  active  steps 
to  right  the  injustice,  because  it  has  been  brioed  to  such  a 
course  by  advertisements  on  the  fart  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  remedies  in  question." 

Acetylene  in  U.S.A. — There  is  such  a  rush  in  the 
United  States  to  promote  companies  for  exploiting  acetylene 
that  one  of  the  leading  new  York  papers  has  found  it  neces- 
sary to  publish  a  warning  about  the  matter.  More  than  a 
dozen  companies  are  in  the  field  with  a  capital  approach- 
ing $30,000,000,  and  so  far  not  a  pound  of  calcium  carbide 
has  been  made  on  a  commercial  scale  in  the  United  States. 
At  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  we  have  been  looking  to  the 
Niagara  to  make  the  carbide  a  commercial  success  ;  but  a 
correspondent  on  the  spot  states  that  "  the  Carbide  Manu- 
facturing Company,  which  has  established  itself  there,  is  a 
'  fake.'  tThey  have  put  up  a  missrable  little  factory,  and 
will  start  by  using  1,000-horse  power.  They  say  that  they 
will  not  charge  more  than  $25  a  ton  for  the  carbide,  and  that 
they  can  make  it  at  the  rate  of  1  lb.  for  every  two-horse 
power  hours.  That  is,  however,  doubtful,  supposing  they 
could  use  all  the  heat  of  the  electric  arc.  Granting  their 
statement,  it  means  that  they  can  take  in  a  day 
£4  OOOhorse  power  hours,  but  of  this  they  would  not  expect 
to  use  more  than  about  23,000,  so  that  they  would  prod  nee 
about  5£  tons  of  carbide  per  day,  and,  selling  this  at  $25  a 
ton,  would  give  them  $144  a  day.  Deduct  from  this  $50, 
which  is  what  their  power  would  cost  them,  and  you  have  left 
$94  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  materials,  salaries,  Weges,  packing, 
&c.    Of  course  this  is  simply  absurd." 

Sunday  Duty  in  Noewegian  Phaemacies. — In  order 
to  ease  the  bard  work  of  the  pharmacists  the  Norwegian 
Pbaimaeatical  Society  has  suggested  to  the  Union  of 
Norwegian  Ptarmacists  (Mirs7i  Apothtlter  Forening)  that  the 
pharmacies  in  Christiania  should  close  on  week  days  at  8  p.m., 
atd  altogether  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  on  condition  that 
there  should  be  a  pharmacist  on  duty  in  order  to  dispense 
medicaments.  The  Union  replied,  requesting  the  Society  to 
ask  the  director  of  the  Medical  Department  if  he  would  agree 
to  the  reform  proposed.  This  las  been  done,  and  the  director 
has  decided  that  inasmuch  as  Par.  19  of  the  Act  of  December 
4,  1672,  which  grants  to  the  pharmacist  various  privileges, 
orders  ttat  a  pharmacy  must  be  kept  open  weekdays  and 
holidays,  day  and  night,  the  mere  fact  that  it  is  proposed 
that  one  pharmaoist  shall  attend  the  dispensary  to  prepare 
medicaments  when  called  upon  cannot  be  considered 
sufficient  reason  why  all  pharmacies  in  Christiania  should  be 
allowed  to  close  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  In  places  where 
there  are  several  pharmacies  permission  has  been  granted, 
on  the  lecommendation  of  the  local  authorities,  to  close  in 
turn  on  Sundajs  and  holidays;  but  the  circumstances  have 
been  different,  as  in  these  cases  one  or  more  dispensaries  have 
always  been  kept  open.  As,  according  to  the  departmental 
interpretation  of  the  Act  of  December  4, 1672,  the  proposal  of 
the  Pnarmaceutical  Society  is  inadmissible — at  all  events  for 
the  present — the  Society  have  passed  a  resolution  to  again 
approach  the  Union  of  Pharmacists  with  an  alternative 
proposal,  suggesting  that  all  pharmacies  should  close  at 
8pm,  but  adding  that  the  pharmacies  in  Christiania  should 
be  closed  in  turn  on  Sundays  and  holidays  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  Augast,  and  September  from  8  A  M.  to 
8pm,  after  which  time  the  night  duty  is  to  commence. 


Dentist:  "Does  it  hurt?"  Patient:  "Is  that  all  you 
know  about  your  business  1 "  —Puck, 


Hustralaslan  IRcm 


Most  of  the  following  notes  are  based  upon  infoimation 
in  the  April  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Aus- 
tralasia published  at  Melbourne.  Copies  of  that  journal 
(price  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

Kempthoene,  Peosseb  &  Co ,  of  New  Zealand,  have 
declared  a  dividend  of  7|  per  ce"nt.  for  1895.  This  absorbs 
6,7502 ,  and  the  firm  carry  forward  accumulated  reserve 
amounting  to  13,8842.  Since  the  change  of  management 
in  Wellington  the  firm's  business  has  made  great  strides. 
The  new  building,  which  is  being  erected,  will  shortly  be 
ready  for  occupation. 

Queensland  chemists  appear  to  be  a  very  "  advanced " 
body  in  the  matter  of  political  opinions.  A  general  election 
was  held  in  the  colony  the  other  day,  at  which  three  of  them 
were  candidates  all  in  the  "labour"  interest.  Mr.  Dalrymple 
was  re-elected  for  Mackay,  but  a  Mr.  Gough  was  not  success- 
ful in  his  attack  upon  Carnarvon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Clowes,  of  St. 
George,  had  still  to  go  to  the  poll  for  Balonne  district  when 
the  last  Australian  mail  left. 

The  Victoeian  Phaemaceutical  Society. — The  thirly- 
ninth  annual  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Victoria,  which  has  just  been  issued,  shows  that  the  Society 
has  had  an  income  during  the  past  year  of  303Z.  6s  9d.,  the 
smallest  revenue  of  any  year  during  the  past  decade.  The 
members  subscriptions  (279Z.  lUs  )  were  21Z.  below  those 
of  1894  and  72.  below  those  of  1893,  which  were  the  two 
meagrest  years  on  record.  The  Society's  Journal  was  subsi- 
dised in  1895  to  the  extent  of  1002.  The  income  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  was  1,8782.  13s.  8d.  (including  7502. 
Government  grant),  and  the  expenditure  1,3182.  14s.  lid. 

The  Phaemaceutical  Society  op  New  South  Wales. 
— The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales  is  pro- 
gressing, according  to  the  report  read  by  Mr.  Chairman  E.  T. 
Bellemey  at  the  annual  meeting  on  March  24.  On  March  24, 
1895,  i be  number  of  members  was  61.  On  March  24,  1896, 
it  was  167.  The  same  progress  applied  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society.  On  March  24,  1895,  the  total  to  credit  of  the 
Society  was  3442 ,  while  the  assets  were  valued  at  3202. 
This  year  they  had  4702.  to  their  credit,  as  well  as  the  assets 
already  mentioned,  which  had  been  considerably  enhanced. 
Thus  the  Society  now  stood  worth  7902 ,  as  against  6642.  last 
year. 

Queensland  Wants  Recipeocity. — At  the  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland  on  February  19 
the  President  (Mr.  H.  W.  Thomason)  moved — 

That  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  Irish  and  Colonial  Pharmaceutical  Boards 
and  Societies  inviting  them  to  join  in  making  a  representation  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  in  favour  of  the 
reciprocity  of  British  and  Colon-lal  certificates. 

Mr.  Thomason  thought  that  it  was  time  something  were 
done  to  remedy  the  injustice  which  existed.  It  might  be 
said  that  they  ought  not  to  attempt  to  deal  with  this  matter 
in  Australasia  until  they  bad  settled  the  question  of  reci- 
procity among  themselves;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
discussion  of  the  greater  question  might  also  lead  to  the 
settlement  of  the  smaller.  In  seconding  the  motion,  Mr.  Geo. 
Watkins  (President  of  the  Pharmacy  Board)  said  that  the 
time  was  opportune  for  an  endeavour  to  have  legislation 
with  regard  to  pharmacy  placed  on  the  list  for  the  Federal 
Parliament  to  deal  with  should  federation  be  determined 
upen.  At  present  they  had  most  unequal  legislation  in  the 
colonies;  in  some  cases  almost  worse  than  none  at  all. 
In  doing  what  they  wished,  they  would  place  pharmacy  gene- 
rally on  a  higher  level ;  but,  to  be  successful,  he  thought 
ihey  should  endeavour  to  get  legislation  for  medicine  as  in 
Victoria,  where  the  Medical  Act  has  three  parts— medicine, 
pharmacy,  and  dentistry.  He  thought  that  the  doctors 
would  be  willing,  as  also  the  dentists,  to  work  in  that  direc- 
tion once  their  attention  was  drawn  to  it.  It  was  resolved 
to  defer  the  matter  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
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Pharmaceutical   Society   of  Great  Britain. 

FIFTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 


THE  annual  gathering  of  the  clans,  if  we  may  so  call  the 
scattered  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
come  with  large  ideas,  if  in  small  numbers,  from  various 
parts  of  the  provinces  to  confer  with  their  London  brethren> 
really  begins  with  the  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening  ;  but  for 
reportorial  purposes  it  is  better  that  we  should  start  with 
the  statutory  meeting  held  according  to  by-law  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  May.  It  wa9  so  held  this  week  at  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C,  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  President  of  the 
Society,  in  the  chair.  He  came  in  punctually  at  12,  accom- 
panied by  eleven  members  of  the  Council,  the  secretary  and 
registrar  (Mr.  R.  Bremridge),  and  Mr.  Flux,  the  solicitor. 
There  were,  apart  from  the  Council,  less  than  fifty  members 
and  associates  present  in  the  room  at  first,  and,  as  far 
as  we  could  judge,  not  more  than  seventy  were  in  at- 
tendance during  the  two  hours  that  the  proceedings  lasted 
— the  smallest  meeting  and  the  shortest  of  recent  years. 
Mr.  Carteighe  was  in  good  voice  and  began  his  presidential 
oration  somewhat  nervously,  for  he  had  a  ticklish  subject  to 
handle  in  the  deficit  of  nearly  4.000Z.  on  last  year's  trading- 
Mr.  Carteighe  admits  the  appropriateness  of  the  word  trading 
as  applied  to  the  society's  operations.  As  his  oration  pro- 
ceeded he  warmed  to  his  work,  and  kept  the  members'  minds 
well  engaged  for  fully  forty  minutes.  The  discussion  follow- 
ing the  presidential  declaration  was  quite  as  good  as  usual, 
and  had  in  it  all  the  common  features— viz,,  the  evidence 
that  some  pharmaceutical  speakers  are  accustomed  either  to 
read  the  lessons  in  church  or  to  sermonise  in  chapel.  Mr. 
Atkinson  was  quite  up  to  his  usual  form,  and  Mr.  Campkin 
was  all  smiles  and  praise.  Mr.  A.  P.  Barnard,  a  respected  East 
London  member,  indicated  some  fresh  lines  for  legal  work. 
Mr.  Barrett,  of  Leamington,  gave  the  members  of  the  Council 
a  cold  douche  by  frankly  telling  them  that  their  great  lack  is 
want  of  touch  with  provincial  members,  and  that  they  must 
"  do  something "  if  they  want  to  get  more  members. 
Mr.  Hyslop  followed,  and,  as  he  is  wont,  amused  the  meeting 
very  much  by  his  quaint  conceits  and  philosophic  thinkings. 
Mr.  Lomas  kept  up  the  amusement.  Then  Mr.  Whitfield, 
of  Scarborough,  created  someting  of  a  sensation  by  a  strong 
charge  to  the  Council  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
chemical  laboratory  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  which  he 
said  every  member  of  the  Society  ought  to  be  ashamed  of. 
After  that  speech,  spoken  with  some  hesitancy  in  the  midst 
of  general  appreciation,  the  proceedings  were  bound  to  come 
to  an  end  quickly,  and  the  Chairman  was  quite  equal  to  a 
smart  close  of  the  debate  before  2  o'clock  had  struck.  He 
had  practically  nothing  to  say  in  reply  except  to  warn  Mr. 
Carrie,  of  Glasgow,  that  his  aspirations  in  regard  to  doctors' 
open  shops  cannot  altogether  be  satisfied  by  legal  procedure. 
So  ended  the  meeting.  As  for  the  dinner,  it  was  duller  than 
usual,  but  many  who  attended  were  pleased  to  get  back  to 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  and  to  see  the  magnificent  new  KiDg's 
Hall  in  which  the  meal  was  eaten.  Of  the  proceedings 
there  we  append  a  fall  report,  also  a  brief  report  of  the 
adjourned  annual  meeting,  at  which  fourteen  councillors 
were  elected. 


The  preliminary  business  consisted  in  the  reading  of  the 
notice  of  meeting  and  taking  the  annual  report  as  read  (see 
C.  ,f  D.,  May  9)  ;  then  came  the 


Presidential  Addeess. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said : — 
Gentlemen, — I  beg  officially  to  be  allowed  to  move  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  And  the  first  observation  that 
I  can  very  well  make  is  this  :  it  is  always  well, 
when  one  has  been  actually  naughty,  or  appears  to 
have  been  naughty,  to  say  something  about  it  straight 
away.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  our  friends, 
after  looking  at  our  financial  statement,  think  we  are 
spending  a  good  deal  of  money  ;  that  especially  during  the 
last  year  or  two  we  have  been  spending  too  much  money. 
Now  I  may  say  that  with  regard  to  the  last  two  years  we 
have  had  some  expenses  in  the  North — in  regard  to  the 
alteration  of  the  premises  in  Edinburgh  and  in  the  con- 
struction of  that  very  excellent  Examination-hall  and 
Laboratory  which  they  now  have  up  there — we  have,  as  I 
say,  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  ;  properly  spent  it,  and  have 
had  to  meet  all  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  1,C00Z.,  out  of 
revenue  or  balance  from  the  previous  year.  And  you  know 
that  in  our  financial  statement  we  never  take  credit  for  what 
is  owing  to  us  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  we  present  is  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  which  we  have  received 
during  the  year  and  a  statement  of  that  which  is  expended. 
Well,  now,  broadly,  if  you  look  critically  at 

THE  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

I  think  you  will  find  that  substantially  our  income  was  less 
by  l.OOOZ.  last  year  from  examination  fees — 1,IOOZ.  or 
1,200Z.  less — and  we  spent  1.150Z.  from  the  balance  of 
account  upon  new  buildings  in  Scotland,  in  addition  to  some 
300i'.  or  400Z. — which  is  in  the  nature  of  capital  expendi- 
ture— over  and  above  this,  in  equipping  the  laboratories  with 
the  necessary  scientific  and  technical  apparatus  for  properly 
carryicg  on  the  examinations  The  effect  of  that  is,  broadly, 
that  examination  fees  were  1,100Z.  less ;  the  increased  ex- 
penditure on  account  of  the  Journal  was  1.300Z. ;  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  buildings  in  Scotland  has  really  been 
made  by  the  sale  of  stock,  by  advances  from  the  bankers, 
and  by  the  balance  at  the  bank  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year.  Now  there  were  a  number  of  things  last  year 
in  which  we  were  somewhat  extravagant— i.e.,  we  spent  a 
good  deal  of  money.  We  finished  the  decoration  of 
No.  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  I  think  we  may  say  that 
we  have  finished  the  greater  part  of  what  we  shall  have  to 
do  in  Edinburgh.  We  may  perhaps  be  called  upon  to  make 
some  little  alteration  in  the  fittings  of  the  museum 
in  course  of  time,  but,  with  regard  to  capital  ex- 
penditure, I  think  we  may  safely  say  there  will 
be  no  occasion  to  do  very  much  in  the  future. 
Without  raising  the  cry  of  "  Wolf,"  and  without  going  into 
too  much  detail,  I  may  say  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and 
myself  that  they  see  no  reason  why,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, we  should  not  be  able  to  do  all  we  want  to  do — carry 
on  law  prosecutions  wherever  necessary,  and  carry  out  all 
our  work — without  overrunning  the  constable  in  future  years. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Well,  now,  the  chief  reason  of  this  adverse 
balance  has  been  the  decision  of  the  Council,  in  the  middle 
of  1895,  to  increase  the  size  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
and  somewhat  remodel  it.  That  decision  was  arrived  at 
after  the  most  careful  consideration — not  without,  perhaps, 
a  certain  amount  of  regret  on  the  part  of  some  of  those 
older  members  of  the  Society  who  remember  it  in  its  early 
days,  when  it  was  regarded  as  a  purely  scientific  journal  of 
pharmacy.  Bat  the  view  of  the  Council  has  been  practically 
the  view  that  was  held  something  like  thirty  years  ago, 
when  I  had  something  to  do  with  the  Journal.  The  view 
has  been  that  it  is  only  fitting  and  right  that  the  Council  of 
this  Society  should  do  what  it  could  in  its  official  organ  to 
make  that  journal  acceptable  to  as  large  a  number  of  our 
subscribers  as  possible — (hear,  hear) — and  we  are  endeavour- 
ing, I  hope  successfully,  to  retain  all  that  is  scientific  and 
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truly  pharmaceutical  in  the  Journal,  whilst  we  are  addiDg  to 
it  other  matter,  which  I  know  is  very  much  appreciated, 
although  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  members  of 
this  Society,  and  chemists  and  druggists  generally,  are  not 
wont  to  praise  us.    In  fact,  I  never  heard  in  this  room,  after 
an  experience  of  thirty  years,  anyone  say  anything  compli- 
mentary about  any  particular  property  of  this  Society.  Now, 
although,  in  a  sense,  we  are  Masonic,  our  business  has 
usually  been  to  do  all  we  could  to  damage  our  own  property. 
I  am  not  going  to  make  that  mistake,  and  I  hope  you 
gentlemen  and  my  friends  will  recognise  in  your  President 
one  who,  as  Chairman  of  the  Council,  knows  the  details  of 
every  bit  of  business  that  the  Society  has  to  do,  and  who 
knows  the  value  of  its  respective  properties.    I  am  sure 
that  none  of  you  who  follow  me  will  say  anything  which 
will  tend  in  the  slightest  degree  to  damage  the  property 
of    our   own   journal — a  journal   given    to    us   in  the 
kindest    way    by    Mr.  Jacob   Bell,  and    made   into  a 
weekly  journal  something  like  thirty  years  ago  when 
it  was  supposed  there  would  not    be    enough  matter 
to  fill  a  weekly  journal,  and  now  made  into  a  journal 
as  large  in  size  as  the   British  Medical  Journal,  and 
capable  of  affording  a  great  mass  of  information  every 
week.    Well,  now,  we  have  spent  some  money  upon  this, 
gentlemen ;  we  have  sunk,  like  men  of  business,  a  certain 
portion  of  our  income  in  the  year,  and  have  done  it  straight 
away,  in  order  to  make  that  fulfil  the  conditions  I  have 
named — i.e.,  in  order  to  make  it  larger,  in  order  to  keep  it 
the  first  pharmaceutical  journal  in  the  world,  and  in  order 
that  we  may  have  the  same  claim  for  the  business  of  adver- 
tisements as  other  journals,  hitherto  run  on  purely  trade 
lines.    And  I  may  say,  ■without  fear  of  contradictim,  and 
without  desiring  to  compliment  anybody  connected  with  the 
Journal,  that  that  journal,  as  at  present  sent  out,  is  a  credit 
to  our  body.    (Cheers.)    If  it  is  not  now  useful  to  them,  I 
am  afraid  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  very  much  further. 
But  I  go  further  than  that.    I  say,  as  a  matter  of  business, 
that  the  expenditure  upon  the  Journal  has  been  good,  for, 
as  I  mentioned  a  few  minutes  ago,  the  credit  for  what  is 
due  to  us  never  appears  in  our  financial  statement ;  and  on 
the  six  months'  trading  under  the  new  regime — i.e.,  from 
July  1  to  December  31 — the  increase  in  our  income  from 
advertisements  doas  not  come  into  this  account  at  all.  But 
it  will  come  in  this  year,  and  it  is  very  considerable  and 
very  encouraging  indeed.    I  will,  therefore,  say  no  more 
upon  the  point,  gentlemen,  than  this — that  I,  as  your 
President,    and  also  as  an    individual,  have   found  it 
a  good  advertising  medium.     I    am    going  to  give  a 
gratuitous  advertisement  to  my  own  journal,  for  once, 
as  a  contrast  to  something  else.     I  know  something 
about  advertisements,  and  I  have  tested  this  journal  in 
vaiious  ways,  not  by  advertising  a  thing  which  is  universally 
advertised,  for  then  you  cannot  judge  ;  but  I  have  tested  it 
in  other  ways,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  results. 
And  if  any  of  you  want  to  make  your  fortunes,  gentlemen, 
advertise  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal.    (Laughter.)  I 
hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  accept  these  remarks,  as  you  are 
disposed  to  do,  in  good  nature.    You  will  easily  see  that  it 
is  not  to  our  interests  to  have  all  the  details  of  this  Society 
placed  before  our  competitors,  and  we  are  not  going  to  show 
our  hands.    We  are  going  to  do  our  best  to  get  some  of  the 
business  of  the  country  into  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
and  if  you  leave  us  alone  I  believe  we  shall  succeed.  As 
I  said  before,  speaking  generally,  I  admit  we  are  open  to 
criticism  in  many  ways  with  regard  to  the  appearance  of  these 
accounts,  but  do  not  run  away  with  the  notion  that  we  had 
not  something  in  our  favour  at  the  end  of  the  year  which  does 
not  appear  in  this  balance-sheet.    The  accounts  of  this 
Society  have  been  kept  on  the  basis  established  many  years 
ago  daring  the  time  of  Elias  Bremridge.    The  old  gentle- 
man was  desirous  of  paying  up,  as  far  as  possible,  everything 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  leaving  no  liability — an  extremely 
good  thing  to  do.    The  only  thing  is  that  you  pay  your 
money  beforehand  and  you   do  not  get  results  in  the 
shape  of  advertisements  brought  in  at  the  same  time. 
Well,  you  must  remember,    with  regard  to  this  journal, 
that  if  we  were  to  debit  the  cost  of  the  Journal  a8 
supplied  to  the  members  and  ^make  some  charge  for  its 
actual  cost,  we  should  find,  as  a  trading  concern,  I  think  you 
would  have  to  admit,  that  there  was  a  very  distinct  profit. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  to  face  the  income- tax  man  if 


he  were  to  be  very  troublesome  and  go  into  our  accounts  on 
this  particular  subject.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  carry  on 
this  journal  for  ourselves.  It  is  sent  post  free  to  every 
person  who  is  entitled  to  it,  and,  therefore,  when  you  talk  of 
loss  you  can  only  speak  of  a  difference  between  one  side  of 
the  account  and  the  other.  You  will  observe  that  an  obser- 
vation to  that  effect  is  made  in  the  report.  We  do  not 
choose  to  say  anything  as  to  whether  it  is  loss  or  gain.  The 
fact  is  that  the  balance,  whatever  it  may  be,  will  and  can 
be  reduced  probably  in  future  years  by  increased  income 
from  sales  and  advertisements.  But,  as  I  said  before,  I  am 
sure  all  of  you  would  be  the  last  persons  in  the  world  to  say 
that  we  are  not  to  spend  our  money  in  giving  those  who 
subscribe  to  us  the  best  sort  of  journal  possible.  It  is  part 
of  our  business,  part  of  the  reason  you  come  to  us,  added  to 
which  is  its  value  as  a  means  of  calling  you  to  arms,  of  get- 
ting you  to  come  to  London,  and  starting  your  members  to 
assist  us  in  getting  something  through  the  House,  or  in 
stopping  something.  You  will  remember  the  little  fillip  we 
had  not  long  ago  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
about  methylated  spirit.  We  literally  deluged  the  House  of 
Commons  with  reasons  for  altering  the  Chancellor's  Budget 
within  something  like  forty-eight  hours.  The  value  of  the 
Journal,  therefore,  must  be  measured  in  many  ways ;  but  in 
whatever  way  you  measure  it,  what  I  am  here  to  say  to-day 
in  regard  to  it  is  this — that  the  money  that  has  been  spent 
on  the  Journal  over  and  above  what  has  been  done  in  previous 
years  has  been  done  deliberately.  It  is  a  process  of 
sinking  of  money  for  future  good,  and  the  results  that 
we  have  achieved  at  the  present  moment  show,  on  the  six 
months'  trading,  that  the  confidence  of  the  Council  in 
making  that  change  has  been  justified.  Then,  with  regard 
to  the  house  in  Edinburgh,  and  with  regard  to  the  carrying 
on  of  examinations,  involving  the  cost  of  money,  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  have  no  light  to  starve  our  system  of  ex- 
amination. Apart  from  the  question  of  duty  under  the 
statute  to  examine,  it  is  our  duty  to  examine  properly ;  and , 
as  we  charge  examination-fees,  of  course  we  are  bound  to 
have  such  an  examination,  to  have  rooms  properly  equipped 
and  proper  apparatus  and  all  the  rest  of  it.    Now  as  to 

THE  LAW  CASES. 

Some  of  my  friends  seem  to  think  that  we  are  getting  ex- 
travagant in  law.  Well,  that  is  about  the  last  charge  I 
should  have  expected  to  have  been  made  against  the  Presi- 
dent, because,  if  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  I 
have  understood  the  members  of  this  Society  desired,  it  was 
that  we  should  protect  the  public  and  efficiently  carry  out 
our  Act  of  Parliament.  And  during  the  long  period  that  I 
have  been  your  President  I  think  we  have  done  that.  We 
are,  I  think,  effectually  carrying  it  out.  But,  lest  any  of 
you  may  be  unhappy  with  regard  to  that,  I  may  say  that,  so 
long  as  I  am  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  assuming  that  a 
majority  of  the  present  members  of  the  Council  will  be  on 
the  next,  I  can  assure  you  that  they  will  not  raise  the 
question  of  how  much  money  they  have  got  before  they  go 
to  law.  Anybody  who  breaks  the  law  will  be  prosecuted, 
and  the  provisions  of  our  Act  of  Parliament  will  be 
carried  out  strictly  to  the  letter.  We  do  not  want 
any  more  money,  bat  if  we  did  I  know  where  to  go 
for  it  for  that  particular  purpose,  and  I  know  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  it.  But  you  must 
remember  that  this  question  of  law  costs  is  the  balance 
of  a  large  sum  of  money.  It  is  not  desirable  in  a  public 
institution  like  ours  to  publish  details  about  law  costs.  It  is 
very  undesirable  for  us  to  appear  before  the  public  in  any 
sense  as  persecutors  of  individuals.  We  are  not  so.  We  are 
people  who,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  are  instructed  to  see 
that  the  law  is  obeyed  ;  and  with  us  the  question  of  whether 
we  get  a  penalty  without  any  expense  or  whether  we 
have  to  go  into  Court  to  get  that  penalty  never  enters  into 
our  minds.  If  by  accident  we  get  penalties  without  having  to 
go  into  Court,  so  much  the  better  for  us.  It  gives  us  a  little 
more  on  that  side ;  but  if  we  had  to  fight  every  single  case  in 
Court — and  everv  case  in  Court  in  the  South  would  probably 
cost  us  between  20Z.  and  30Z  —I  say  if  we  had  to  go  into  Court 
to  get  every  penalty  that  certainly  the  Council  would  do  it. 
The  time  may  never  come  when  that  will  have  to  be  done, 
because  it  is  quite  obvious  that,  as  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  known 
to  other  traders,  there  are  less  infractions  of  it  than  there  were 
in  former  years,  and  therefore  we  have  more  difficulty  in 
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gettiDg  evidence  and  so  on.  But  whether  that  be  so  or  not 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  see  that  the  Act  is 
obeyed  at  whatever  cost.  Well,  we  have,  as  you  know,  had 
some  law  proceedings  with  regard  to  patents.  Some  may 
say,  perhaps,  "  Is  tb.8  game  worth  the  candle  1 "  Well,  we 
think  it  is.  The  effect  of  our  proceedings  is  to  discourage 
and  to  prevent  a  number  of  patents  being  brought  in,  and 
it  is  quite  certain  that  this  Society  can  never  allow 
patents  to  be  taken  out  containing  poison  without  testing 
them  in  a  Court  of  law  if  necessary.  It  would  fail  in  its  duty 
were  it  to  do  so,  and,  as  you  know,  within  the  last  fortnight — 
at  least,  you  have  seen  a  report  within  the  last  fortnight 
of  a  case  which  may  be  called,  in  a  sense,  a  patent  case,  in 
which  we  have  had  to  go  to  law,  and  we  must  be  prepared, 
if  need  be,  to  expend  money.  So  we  are  prepared,  and  we 
are  going  for  a  very  important  principle.  I  won't  refer  to 
the  propiietors  of  that  preparation— I  won't  even  refer  to  the 
preparation— you  all  know  it.  You  all  know  the  preparation 
as  to  which  it  is  claimed  that,  though  a  poison,  it  may  be 
sold  by  anybody,  and,  worse  than  that,  labelled  "  poison." 
Here  you  have,  therefore,  a  bottle,  a  preparation,  labelled 
"poison,"  thrown  broadcast  into  every  dealer's  hands,  shown 
in  his  window,  actually  making  the  public  believe  that 
poisons  can  be  sold  by  anybody  and  everybody.  That  being 
so,  it  seemed  to  the  Council  that  it  was  necessary  to  test  the 
opinion  of  the  Superior  Courts  upon  the  point  o£ 

WHAT  A  PATENT  MEDICINE  EEALLT  IS. 

And  we  shall  have  to  carry  this  case,  whatever  the  result  be 
to  ourselves  and  to  others,  to  a  point  where  it  can  be  judi- 
cially settled  as  to  whether,  when  a  substance  is  patented, 
the  rights  given  to  the  individual  by  the  patent  shall  be 
practically  put  into  the  preparation.  Of  course  that  is  really 
the  contention  on  the  other  side.  Once  a  patent  medicine, 
always  a  patent,  means  broadly  this,  that  the  Queen  having, 
through  the  Privy  Council,  given  an  individual  certain 
privileges,  he  can,  after  those  privileges  have  lapsed  and 
become  effete,  go  on  claiming  the  rights  of  a  patent  in  the 
preparation  it-elf.  That  is  a  condition  of  things  which  we 
feel  must  be  contested,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  that  in 
this  case,  as  in  all  others,  there  is  no  vindictive  action.  We 
have  constantly  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  our  own 
members.  We  may  have  to  do  it  at  any  time,  and  I  have 
found  it  necessary  in  my  place  in  the  Council,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, whoever  he  is,  and  the  Registrar  and  the  Council, 
must  do  their  duty  whether  the  person  breaking  the  law  is 
a  member  of  this  Society  or  whether  he  is  not.  We  must 
uphold  the  standard  that  the  safety  of  the  public  is  the 
prime  object  with  which  we  proceed.  And  it  is  so.  If  our 
brethren  members  of  the  Society  will  keep  branch  shops 
with  no  registered  person  in  charge  they  must  not  be  sur- 
prised if  we  have  to  take  proceedings  against  them.  I  am 
sure  you  will  agree  that  this  i3  the  right  thing  to  do.  There 
is  only  one  thing  for  us  to  do,  and  that  is  to  take  the  course 
we  have  hitherto  taken,  and  I  am  sure  my  successor  in  the 
Presidential  chair  will  hold  the  same  views  as  I  do  myself. 
Generally  I  want  to  make 

A  PEW  OBSERVATIONS  ABOUT  TITLES. 

You  will  remember,  most  of  you,  that  we  have  carried  to 
the  Superior  Courts  in  Scotland  two  rather  important  cases 
of  title.  I  dare  say  many  of  you  know  that  a  number  of 
manufacturing  chemists  and  scientific  chemists,  and  what 
are  called  professional  chemists  and  analysts,  have  often 
complained  to  us  that  we  have  got  the  exclusive  right  to  the 
title  of  chemist,  and  it  has  been  said  that  we  have  not. 
Whether  we  have  or  not,  we  have  succeeded  in  convincing 
even  a  Scotch  Superior  Court,  and  they  are  not  disposed  to 
take  a  very  favourable  view  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  perhaps 
because  the  Secretary  has  an  English  name.  (Laughter.)  If 
they  knew  that  the  President  was  an  Irishman  it 
might  be  different.  (Renewed  laughter.)  We  insti- 
tuted proceedings  against  two  gentlemen  in  Edin- 
burgh who  carry  on  a  very  important  business 
there  as  scientific-instrument  makers  and  dealers  in 
chemicals,  both  poisonous  and  non-poisonous,  for  scientific 
purposes.  You — all  of  you  gentlemen — know  the  class  of 
business.  These  two  gentlemen  were  men  of  the  highest 
respectability,  and  we  had  not  a  word  to  say  against  them  ; 
bat  they  protested  that  they  were  entitled  to  use  "  chemist " 


if  it  was  qualified  by  an  adjective,  and  I  have  been  told  that 
our  prosecution  of  these  two  gentlemen  in  Edinburgh  was 
vindictive,  and  was  a  process  of  persecution,  and  so  on. 
Well,  now,  I  want  to  relieve  myself,  and  I  want  you  just  to 
understand  on  what  principle  we  proceeded.  Of  course,  it 
is  quite  certain  that  no  one  of  us  would  wish  to  say  to  a 
better-educated  man  than  ourselves,  who  called  himself  a 
chemist,  that  he  had  no  light  to  put  it  on  his  card,  and  so 
on.  But  what  we  do  is  to  take  the  clause  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  and  read  it,  and  I  say  we  do  not  raise  the  ques- 
tion as  to  who  is  a  chemist ;  we  never  take  proceedings 
against  a  man  for  the  use  of  the  title  unless  he  keeps  an 
open  shop  and  sells  poisons.  Now,  if  a  man  keeps  an  open 
shop  and  sells  poisons,  and  uses  the  title  of  chemist,  with  or 
without  an  adjective,  he  is  certainly  giving  an  impression  to 
the  public  that  he  is  registered  under  this  Act.  And  every 
reasonable  man  who  calls  himself  a  chemist,  but  is  not  a 
pharmacist,  when  that  position  is  put  before  him,  accepts  it 
as  perfectly  equitable.  We  have,  I  admit,  in  one  or  two 
cases  chosen  to  take  the  law  in  hand  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  public  bodies,  whera  certain  quacks,  who 
are  professors  of  certain  obnoxious  practices,  do  occa- 
sionally call  themselves  chemists,  and  mix  up  their  pre- 
parations in  a  back  room  or  parlour,  and  do  not  keep  an 
open  shop.  But  such  cases  are  extremely  rare,  and  practi- 
cally we  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  use  of  the 
title  "  chemist "  by  a  person  who  uses  it  in  its  legitimate 
sense,  if  he  is  a  professor  of  chemistry  or  a  practitioner  of 
chemistry.  But  if  he  keeps  an  open  shop  and  sells  poisons, 
then  we  think  he  ought  to  be  prevented  from  carrying  that 
on.  Gentlemen,  the  last  note  that  I  have  here  is  in  refer- 
ence to 

THE  COMPANIES  BILL. 

I  can  hear  some  of  you  say,  "  Well,  there  was  a  Blue  Book 
last  year  and  we  saw,"  what  someone  wrote  to  me  was,  "a 
rattling  statement  signed  by  Michael  Carteighe."  And 
you  may  say.  What  is  going  to  follow  it  ?  Well,  take  the 
first  part,  the  actual  Blue  Book  itself.  You,  gentlemen 
have  no  conception  of  the  tenacity  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment department,  in  whose  House  the  Committee  which  was  to 
draft  this  Bill  met  from  time  to  time — I  say  you  have  no 
conception  of  the  tenacity  with  which  they  tried  to  keep  us 
outside.  They  tried  to  prevent  our  communications  actually 
being  considered  by  the  Committee,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  irrelevant,  and  for  months  it  was  a  species  of  official 
hand-to-hand  battle  with  the  Secretary  of  that  Committee 
and  the  offi:ers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  before  we  could  get 
them  to  consider  our  position.  Well,  we  have,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  succeeded,  and  whatever  the  results  maybe — whether 
they  be  immediate  or  remote — at  all  events  we  have  now  in 
a  Government  publication  a  statement  of  our  case  with 
regard  to  the  Companies  Act  which  is  understandable  by 
lawyers  and  every  man  of  intelligence  as  well  as  pharma- 
cists. Well,  now  it  is  admitted  that  legislation  is  necessary 
on  all  sides.  The  position  taken  by  those  members  of  the 
Government  who  represent  departments  is  that  an  amend- 
ment in  that  Bill  is  not  the  right  place  to  change  the  law  in 
regard  to  such  a  subject  as  we,  and  veterinary  surgeons  and 
others,  wish  to  have  it  amended.  We  say  thU :  It  is  a 
question  of  principle.  A  mere  money  payment  converts 
seven  men  into  a  corporate' body,  and,  besides  allowing  them 
other  privileges,  it  practically  allows  them  to  use  a  name 
which  the  law  says  can  only  be  acquired  by  examination. 
And  it  affects  pharmacists.  Oar  contention  is  that  an 
alteration  of  the  Companies  Bill  is  the  fitting  place  to  make 
such  a  change,  because  it  affects  every  kind  of  registration  ; 
and  you  will  notice  that  the  Bill  has  been  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  has  been  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee.  We  have,  as  you  know,  had  an  amendment  on 
the  paper.  I  myself  and  others  of  my  colleagues  represent- 
ing the  surgeons  and  the  apothecaries,  veterinary  surgeons, 
and  so  on,  have  all  been  at  work,  and  we  have  hopes  that 
we  shall  be  allowed  to  give  personal  evidence  and  explana- 
tion before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
And  when  we  can  get  an  opportunity  of  explaining  our  case, 
we  at  least  are  gaining  something,  for  every  process  of  this 
kind  tends  to  educate  the  people  in  pharmacy.  That 
reminds  me  that  with  regard  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  the 
whole  of  our  work  during  the  past  few  years  has  been  a 
process  of 
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EDUCATING  THE  JUDGES. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  go  on  step  by  step.  Many  of 
you  said  5 ears  ago,  "  Why  don't  you  touch  them?"  Well, 
we  did  not  touch  them ;  the  judges  had  to  be  educated 
too,  of  course.  There  is  something  almost  comic  in  the 
■way  that  a  lawyer  looks  upon  precedents.  I  say  that  in  the 
presence  of  my  friend  on  my  left.  [Mr.  Flux,  the  Society's 
solicitor  ]  (Laughter.)  They  are  only  too  happy  to  find  a 
precedent  by  some  other  lawyer,  which  relieves  them  from 
coming  to  a  decision  themselves.  (Eenewed  laughter.)  But 
it  is  a  fact  that  we  have  educated  the  judges,  and  the  judges 
are  beginning  to  understand  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  and  those 
cases  which  we  have  not  thought  fit  to  brirjg  into  court  in 
earlier  times  have  been  deliberately  kept  back  in  order  that  we 
might  approach  the  judges  under  more  favourable  conditions. 
Whether  that  is  a  tru)y  moral  thing  I  don't  know.  Before 
I  became  President  I  thought  I  had  some  morals,  but  since 
I  have  been  President  I  am  afraid  I  have  come,  like  the 
professional  lawyer,  (.to  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  win 
my  case.  (Laughter.)  But,  seeing  that  we  suffer  many 
disadvantages,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  fair  that  we  should 
take  what  advantage  can  be  got  by  the  way  we  present  our 
case.  Well,  gentlemen,  I  don't  think  I  need  trouble  you  any 
further.  I  should  be  taking  your  time  up,  and  not  allowing 
you  an  opportunity  for  heckling,  which  probably  is  dear  to 
many  of  you  here.  (Laughter)  I  find  we  have  present 
some  members  of  the  Society  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Tweed.  I  suppose  they  have  come  to  give  me  a  parting 
kick  before  I  retire.  Whether  that  be  so  or  not  I  am 
delighted  to  see  them.  It  is  desirable  that  they  should  take 
part  in  our  proceedings,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  have  shown 
to  our  brethren  in  Scotland  the  utmost  loyalty  and  the 
utmost  good  nature.  And  all  that  we  ask  in  return  from 
them  is  that  in  carrying  out  our  duties  they  will  not 
forget  that  this  Society  is  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  occasionally  a  meeting  has 
to  take  place  in  London.  (Laughter.)  Well,  now  I 
will  conclude  the  observations  I  have  made  with  a 
quotation  which  I  saw  the  other  day  with  regard  to 
an  institution  which  is  not  unlike  ours— the  Institution  of 
Civil  Engineers.  Now  I  don't  know  any  body  of  men  who 
are  so  loyal  to  each  other  as  the  engineers  are.  They  have  a 
charter  only — I  mean  to  say  they  have  no  compulsory 
powers,  but  they  are  so  loyal  to  each  other,  and  they  are  so 
generous  to  their  institution,  that  they  have  founded  in  the 
Institution  of  Civil  Engineers  an  institution  of  the  greatest 
power.  And  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  if  the  Government  wants 
an  engineer  in  any  particular  department  it  does  not  con- 
sider it  is  bound  to  take  a  member  of  that  body.  And  yet  by 
promoting  education,  by  spending  money  and  encouraging 
such  a  high  standard,  they  have  produced  such  an  effect  that  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  they  have  the  field  in  front  of  them. 
And  I  have  sometimes  thought  whether  we,  as  a  compul- 
sory Society, '  might  not  even  have  done  that.  Bat 
certainly  no  Act  of  Parliament  can  do  so  much  for  any  body 
of  men  as  the  individual  loyalty  of  one  individual  to  another. 
(Cheers.)  And  I  feel  sorry  that  in  my  official  capacity  it 
has  been  my  experience  to  find  how  ready  my  friends  are  to 
be  disloyal  to  each  other.  In  the  process  of  being  disloyal, 
they  damage  themselves  and  they  damage  the  body  politic. 
And  believe  me,  gentlemen,  that  notwithstanding  companies 
and  company-trading,  the  position  of  the  individual  is  the 
thing  that  must  be  looked  for  in  the  future,  and  that  mere 
examination  and  registration  will  not  do  everything  for  us. 
But  the  cultivation  of  all  good  qualities,  including  manliness, 
as  well  as  other  virtues— (hear,  hear)— the  cultivation 
of  all  those  qualities  when  you  get  into  business  are 
all  factors  upon  which  the  success  in  the  future  of  the 
chemist  and  druggist  depends.  (Applause.)  And  I  believe 
that  in  spite  of  all  of  the  opposition— I  am  glad  to  say  that 
I  noticed  it  in  large  towns  where  I  have  been,  and  in  London 
— in  spite  of  that,  I  do  see  a  healthier  tone  amongst  the 
men,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  have  to  fight  hard. 
We  don't  mind  fighting  hard.  All  that  we  object  to  is  fight- 
ing unfairly,  and  it  has  been  said  that  the  cultivation  of 
those  attributes  will  produce  an  effect— and  must  produce 
an  effect— upon  the  public  at  large,  even  upon  that  class  of 
the  community  who  are  our  best  customers  and  who  do  not 
think  always  too  carefully  about  rights  and  wrongs— I  mean 
women.   {A  laugh.)   Women  are  beginning  to  understand 


that  a  person  who  is  an  educated  man  is  a  safer  person  to 
dispense  her  child's  medicine  than  A.  B.  or  C.  in  a  store. 
They  are  gradually  coming  to  it,  and  I  think  we  shall  make 
them  understand  by  degrees  that  it  is  worth  paying  a  little 
more  to  have  that  security.  Who  amongst  us,  knowing  the 
incidents  of  our  calling,  if  he  were  lying  on  a  bed  of  sick- 
ness, would  not  prefer  to  have  his  medicine  from  the  dearest 
pharmaceutical  chemist  than  from  the  largest  store  1  The 
President  concluded  with  a  quotation  from  the  Times, 
re  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  complimenting  them 
on  spending  money  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  their  pro- 
fession.   On  resuming  his  seat  he  was  heartily  cheered. 

Mr.  John  Haheison,  Vice-President,  formally  seconded 
the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

The  Debate. 

Mr.  Leo  Atkinson  congratulated  the  Council  on  the  way 
in  which  it  had  vindicated  the  law  duriDg  the  past  year,  and 
was  all  the  more  pleased  to  do  that  because  on  former  occa- 
sions he  had  adversely  criticised  their  doings  in  that  matter. 
When  it  was  considered  that  the  cases  numbered  more  than 
one  for  each  working  day,  and  they  thought  of  the  time  and 
trouble  taken  to  inquire  into  each  of  these  cases,  they  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  results  reflected  admirably  upon  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  the  officials.  He  was  pleased 
to  have  the  assurance  that  there  would  be  no  relaxation  of 
vigilance  in  that  matter,  because  in  a  certain  quarter  there 
had  been  a  hint  that  they  would  need  to  add  a  charge  to 
the  members  of  the  Society,  and  that  might  lead  to  the  idea 
of  relaxation.  Some  thought  that  the  national  Exchequer 
should  meet  part  of  the  legal  charges,  since  they  were  in- 
curred for  the  safety  of  the  public.  However  that  might  be, 
there  was  much  work  for  the  Council  to  do — a  great  many 
illegal  practices  with  which  they  were  unable  to  grapple. 
He  referred  especially  to  dispensing  as  done  by  local  prac- 
titioners. Who  did  it?  They  knew,  but  the  public  did  not. 
A  gentleman  in  London  told  him  how  his  errand-boy  was 
leaving  him,  after  four  years'  service,  during  three  of  which 
he  had  done  all  his  dispensing  for  him.  The  boy  was  16, 
and  the  doctor  was  very  proud  of  him.  At  an  inquest — (great 
laughter) — at  an  inquest  held  not  long  ago  in  the  south-east 
district  it  was  admitted  that  the  whole  of  the  dispensing 
was  done  by  the  cook.  (Laughter.)  Such  cases  might  be 
instanced  ad  infinitum.  If  asked  what  was  the  greatest 
danger  to  the  public  at  the  present  time,  he  would  say  that 
it  was  the  way  dispensing  was  done  by  medical  practitioners. 
It  was  an  insidious  danger,  and  they  must  do  something  to 
make  it  publicly  known — something  that  would  rouse 
public  attention  and  so  make  the  dispensing  drift  into  the 
hands  of  those  competent  to  deal  with  it.  Mr.  Atkinson 
then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  anti-cutting  movement,  saying 
that  he  did  not  object  to  a  certain  amount  of  missionary 
effort  amongst  pharmacists,  for  there  was  no  class  in  which 
it  was  more  needed.  (Laughter.)  But  what  had  they  now  ? 
After  allowing  pharmacists  to  stew  in  their  own  juice  for 
twelve  years,  the  manufacturers  of  proprietary  medicines 
were  beginning  to  coquet  with  them.  What  did  that 
mean  ?  He  thought  that  the  manufacturers  were  bitten  by 
substitution,  and  to  put  it  down  offered  chemists,  who  did 
not  substitute,  an  assured  profit.  Better,  he  thought,  than 
10  per  cent,  was  it  to  manufacture  their  own  medicines. 
(Applause  )  He  deplored  the  tendency  of  the  new  man,  just 
through  the  examination- room,  to  start  a  drug- store,  and 
offer  everything  from  a  mustard-leaf  to  a  mouse- trap  at 
33  per  cent,  less  than  his  neighbour,  which  was  a  form  of 
competition  that  respectable  men  could  not  cope  with.  He 
did  not  see  that  they  could  get  much  improvement  by 
legislation;  but  that  by  education  only  would  they  meet 
the  growing  wants  of  the  times.  Some  day  a  new  dis- 
covery in  molecular  physics  might  throw  all  physic  to  the 
dogs,  for  they  never  knew  what  a  new  thing  might  develop 
into  in  the  future.  When  half-a-dozen  men  clubbed  together 
fifty  years  ago  to  buy  a  chest  of  tea  they  did  not  foresee 
that  that  action  would  upset  the  system  of  trading  over  the 
whole  world.  So  they  could  not  foresee  what  the  future 
had  in  store  for  them ;  but  he  hoped  by  a  thorough  scheme 
of  education  that  pharmacists  would  be  able  to  grapple 
with  whatever  alterations  might  arise  in  their  calling 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Campein  (Cambridge)  thanked  the  President  for  his 


May  23,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


725 


address.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the  President  say  that 
it  was  not  usual  for  the  members  to  speak  in  complimentary 
terms  of  the  Society's  property,  and  proceeded  to  show 
another  line  of  action  by  referring  in  appreciative  terms  to 
the  Society's  journal.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the 
Society  had  never  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of 
chemists  in  the  country.  He  had  found  grumblers,  but 
most  of  his  friends  considered  that  the  Society's  work 
was  in  the  right  direction.  Speaking  of  legislation  he  said 
that  a  great  deal  of  its  success  lay  in  its  administration,  and 
it  followed  that  the  results  of  some  acts  were  not  seen  for  a 
generation.  He  hoped  that  something  would  come  from  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  in  respect  to  company-trading, 
and,  amidst  considerable  conversation  which  interrupted 
note-taking,  agreed  with  the  suggestion  that  missionary 
effort  would  be  good  for  the  Society — especially  if  they 
were  not  particular  about  the  creed.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  A.  P.  Baknabd  said  that  the  report  was  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  he  had  ever  heard.  He  was  glad  to  notice 
that  350  cases  had  been  dealt  with  legally  and  he  would 
have  been  pleased  to  know  how  maDy  fines  were  imposed, 
and  did  they  succeed  in  stopping  tbe  illegality.  As  to  the 
scientific  side  of  pharmacy  he  had  no  doubt  the  Society  was 
making  great  progress,  but  the  chemist  and  druggist  of  the 
country  stands  to-day  in  a  worse  position  than  he  ever  did. 
In  the  East-end  of  London  they  had  men  who  had  little 
or  no  capital  and  no  qualification,  opening  shops  and 
calling  them  drug-stores,  and  there  was  another  set  of  men 
who,  as  the  Safe  Medicine  depots,  were  opening  up  as 
herbalists.  He  did  not  say  they  were  taking  the  bread-and- 
butter  out  of  the  chemist's  mouth,  but  the  legally-qualified 
chemist  and  druggist  could  not  succeed  if  that  sort  of  thing 
were  to  go  on.  He  hoped  that  a  Bill  would  be  able  to  do 
something  for  them.  Indeed,  his  opinion  was  that  the  title 
clause  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  never  intended  that  people 
should  sail  so  near  the  wind — to  call  the  shops  drug-stores, 
&c. — and  that  it  was  a  matter  which  the  Council  should 
take  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Bareett  (Leamington),  who  had  come  in  late, 
regretted  that  he  had  not  heard  the  President's  address,  but 
for  many  years  past  he  had  been  learning  things  from  Mr. 
Carteighe,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  when  he  read  the 
address  it  would  give  him  some  information.  Some  of  the 
speakers  had  said  that  the  Society  was  looked  up  to  with 
more  respect  than  hitherto,  but  he  doubted  that.  It 
might  be  in  London,  but  he  found  great  difficulty  in 
Leamington,  in  Birmingham,  as  well  as  in  the  Midland 
counties,  to  get  the  majority  of  the  trade  to  belong  to 
the  Society.  They  said,  "Show  us  what  the  Society 
has  done  or  is  goiEg  to  do  for  us — how  it  is  to  help  us 
to  make  a  living  "  ;  and  all  that  he  could  do  was  to  preach 
to  them  unanimity,  urgiDg  that  it  would  do  much.  He 
sometimes  thought  that  the  Council  did  not  keep  in  sufficient 
touch  with  the  members  of  the  Society.  They  had  read  of 
the  recent  attempt  to  so  alter  the  Companies  Bill  that  it 
would  be  illegal  for  a  company  of  unqualified  persons  to 
snatch  the  rights  of  those  that  were  qualified.  Ic  was  said 
that  the  Society  was  working  for  this.  How  ?  They  saw 
from  the  journal  that  the  law  committee  had  met,  and  had 
resolved  to  do  this  and  that.  Was  that  all  that  could  be 
done  1  No ;  certainly  not,  he  replied.  They  wanted  the 
local  secretaries  to  be  in  touch  with  the  Council.  For  the 
local  secretaries  could  do  much  by  approaching  their  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  instructing  them  as  to  the  needs  of  the 
trade,  and  generally  to  make  their  power  felt.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Society  had  not  sufficiently  used  the  means 
that  they  had  at  hand.  Keferring  to  anti-cutting,  he  asked 
the  members  not  to  throw  cold  water  on  the  Association  that 
had  recently  been  formed  to  better  the  condition  of  the  trade : 
rather  to  come  into  it.  The  policy  of  the  Association  was 
one  that  he  had  advocated  for  many  years — one  that  did  not 
interfere  with  this  Society,  because  the  Society's  business 
was  with  the  legal  and  educational  matters  of  the  trade. 
It  did  not  touch  on  trade  matters,  and  it  was  these  that  the 
Anti-cutting  Association  were  endeavouring  to  handle.  They 
ought  to  learn  unity  from  the  working  man — (laughtar) — 
grocers  and  others.  Only  that  morning  he  had  seen  a  list 
of  the  names  of  retailers  in  his  district  who  had  joioed  the 
Anti  cutting  Association,  and  he  was  surprised  to  find  in  it 
the  name  of  a  grocer  in  the  town  who  had  been  the  greatest 
cutter  of  the  lot,  who  was  now  so  disgusted  with  the  state 


of  affairs  that  he  was  glad  to  join  the  Association. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

Mr.  Hyslop  rose  to  order,  but  as  the  previous  speaker  had 
resumed  his  seat  the  point  was  not  taken  up.  His  theme 
was  the  Preliminary  examination  and  the  small  paragraph 
about  it  in  the  annual  report.  The  remedy  for  such  a  con- 
dition of  thiDgs  as  Mr.  Atkinson  had  referred  to  was  for  the 
Council  to  consider  the  Scotch  Executive's  recommendation 
to  increase  the  standard  and  scope  of  the  examination. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  some  ask,  "What  has  the  Society 
done  for  us  1 "  When  that  question  wa3  put  to  him  he  showed 
to  the  querists  what  the  Society  had  done.  And  as  to  this 
anti-cutting  business,  he  put  it  to  the  meeting  that  pharma- 
cists could  be  divided  intotwoclasses,onetheamoeboid — those 
who  have  no  backbone — and  another  who  have  a  backbone,  but 
no  joints  in  it — they  don't  know  how  to  stoop  to  conquer. 
It  was  these  men  who  declined  to  join  any  association  having 
for  its  object  the  regulations  of  the  monetary  conditions  upon 
which  they  should  make  their  living.  Their  remedies  were 
quack  remedies,  and  they  came  twenty-five  years  too  late. 
(Hear,hear.)  If  those  men  who  spent  their  time  going  about 
the  country  advocating  certain  measures  would  spend  it  at 
their  own  businesses  they  would  arrive  at  the  state  referred 
to  by  Solomon — they  would  stand  before  kings  and  not  before 
mean  men.  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  before  the  next  annual 
meeting  the  Council  would  do  something  in  regard  to  the 
Preliminary  examination,  adding  algebra,  geometry,  and 
French  to  it,  and  gave  the  meeting  examples  of  the  intoler- 
able ignorance  which  he  had  met  with  amongst  assistants 
who  had  passed  the  present  Preliminary.  The  lack  of  the 
mathematically-trained  mind  was  what  he  particularly 
deplored.  One  might  ask  an  assistant  what  was  the  sum  of 
+  1  —  1,  and  find  that  his  mind  was  a  blank;  more  than 
that,  he  thought  it  did  not  matter.  At  this  there  was  great 
laughter,  which  was  kept  up  by  each  succeeding  Hyslopian 
sentence. 

Mr.  John  Whitfield  (Scarborough)  was  the  next  speaker. 
He  said  his  feelings  that  day  were  like  what  they  were 
thirty-four  or  thirty- five  years  ago  when  he  was  going  through 
the  torture-room  upstairs.  He  had  during  the  period  since 
that  been  a  quiet  member  of  the  Society,  but  a  loyal  one, 
and  he  took  it  that  what  they  wanted  to  do  was  to  make  in 
connection  with  the  Society  a  body  of  loyal  members.  How 
that  was  to  be  secured  or  not,  as  in  the  past,  he  wanted 
to  point  out,  but  he  felt  considerable  diffidence  in  the 
matter,  and  had  been  thinking  for  days  how  he  could 
gild  the  pill,  but  he  thought  after  all  the  best  way  would  be 
to  come  straight  to  the  point.  Thirty-five  years  ago,  when  he 
left  the  Square,  he  left  it  an  enthusiastic  pharmacist.  He 
now  found  that  the  men  who  leave  are  not  enthusiastic  and 
not  loyal.  He  would  tell  them  why.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  a 
word  against  the  lecturers  or  the  lectures,  or  to  hurt  any- 
one's feelings,  but  the  fact  was  that  the  chemical  laboratory 
was  no  better  to-day  than  it  was  thirty-five  years  ago.  When 
he  now  went  into  it  he  felt  a  sense  of  shame  for  its  out-of- 
elbow  look.  What  were  the  facts  1  They  had  endowed 
a  professorship,  given  him  a  laboratory  rent-free,  and 
allowed  him  to  have  a  private  shop  there,  which  was  of 
value.  And  he  was  allowed  to  take  all  the  fees.  He  did  not 
wish  to  blame  Professor  Attfield,  who  had  many  friends,  but 
he  had  also  strong  commercial  instincts  (applause)  ;  he  had 
made  use  of  the  tools  which  the  Society  had  given  him  and 
the  Society  had  lost.  That  wa3  the  result  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  him.  Students  came,  paid  their  fees  and 
went  away  not  grateful.  "  Don't  you  feel,"  asked  Mr. 
Whitfield,  "  as  men  of  business,  ashamed  of  the  way  that 
your  property  is  used  1  If  the  money  paid  as  fees  had  been 
spent  on  the  laboratory  you  would  have  had  one  which 
you  should  have  been  proud  of.  These  men  have  come  and 
gone  through  it  during  these  years,  and  you  have  lost  them. 
That  you  should  not  have  allowed,  for  they  are  the  best  men 
whom  you  get  here.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  have  hesitated  in 
bringing  this  mattar  before  you,  and  I  may  have  been  indis- 
creet (No,  no),  but  as  a  pharmacist  who  has  been  trying  to  do 
his  duty,  I  feel  that  we  should  endeavour  to  fo3ter  the  spirit 
of  loyalty  towards  the  Society  amongst  the  young  men.  .  .  . 
Towards  this  end,  towards  the  improvement  of  the  laboratory 
something  ought  to  be  done."    (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.) 

Mr.  Savage  (Brighton)  said  that  they  had  met  that  day 
as  a  happy  family,  but  only  as  a  small  section  of  the  trade — 
if  he  might  say  so,  for  it  was  said  that  they  were  between  the 
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professions  and  trades — receiving;  the  kicks  of  the  one  and 
the  ha'pence  of  the  other.  (Laughter.)  His  object  in 
rising  was  to  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Uitlanders  of  the 
Society,  that  the  Council  should  hasten  the  recognition  of 
associates  in  business,  and  secure  more  effective  or  territorial 
representation  of  the  provincial  districts.  One  result  of  that 
he  prophesied  would  be  that  the  members  would  take 
greater  interest  in  the  Society's  work,  and  it  would  become 
one  of  the  strongest  societies. 

Mr.  Lomas,  in  his  characteristic  way,  objected  to  the 
Society's  money  being  spent  on  prosecutions  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  maintaining  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  enforce  the  Act,  because  pharmacy  is  not  a  monopoly, 
and  these  prosecutions  are  undertaken  for  the  good  of  the 
public.  There  was  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side,  but  if  it 
were  the  other  way  they  would  have  the  Exchequer  ordering 
them  to  pay  in  the  balance  to  the  Treasury.  They  should 
ask  the  Treasury  to  refund  the  loss  they  had  had.  (A.t  this 
stage  there  were  signs  of  dissent,  and  cries  of  "  Time,  time," 
to  which  Mr.  Lomas  promptly  responded,  amidst  great 
merriment,  "  You'll  have  your  chance  by-and-bye,"  and 
tantalised  the  meeting  farther  by  "  There's  another  thing," 
which  was  company-trading,  but  Mr.  Lomas  seemed  to  have 
taken  this  subject  up  to  terrify  the  meeting,  for  he 
promptly  dropped  it  without  saving  anything  worth  re- 
porting.) 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (Glasgow)  got  a  hearty  reception  when 
the  President  announced  that  he  occupied  the  floor,  and  Mr. 
Carrie  promptly  acknowledged.'on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  and 
himself,  their  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  they  had 
been  received,  and  capped  that  by  saying  that  the  feelings 
of  Scotland  towards  their  English  brethren  had  undergone  a 
great  change.  (Hear,  hear.)  Referring  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  Edinburgh  house,  he  said  that  it  was  legitimate  ex- 
penditure, for  it  properly  fitted  the  rooms  for  the  examina- 
tions held  in  them,  and  the  premises  were  now  second  to 
none,  not  even  second  to  Bloomsbury  Square.  (Oh  !  and 
Hear,  hear.)  They  had  much  improved  the  educational 
facilities,  and  were  getting  a  larger  number  of  young  men 
to  come  about  them,  so  that  there  was  likely  to  be  a  large 
accession  of  members.  Daring  Mr.  Carteighe's  visits  to 
Scotland  he  had  been  wall  and  ill  received;  but  chemists 
had  heard  him  speak  and  liked  him  better,  and  he  hoped 
that  at  no  distant  date  every  chemist  in  busi- 
ness would  be  associated  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain.  (Hear,  hear )  Speaking  of  the 
prosecutions  in  Scotland,  he  said  they  had  not  been  very 
fructifying,  for  the  bench  seemed  to  be  oppposed  to  them, 
and  he  was  surprised  that  no  comments  had  been  made  that 
day  about  the  protests  which  had  been  made  upon  the 
remarks  of  the  Judges.  The  evil  was  by  no  means  abated. 
Doctors'  open  shops  were  still  numerous,  and  only  the  pre- 
vious week  he  had  given  in  a  list  of  sixty  shops  in  which  there 
was  not  a  single  qualified  man.  The  question  of  prosecutions 
in  Scotland  must  be  carried  on  if  they  were  to  get  more 
members.  They  had  discussed  this  subject  over  and  over 
again  in  Glasgow,  and  concluded  that  doctors  had  no  right 
to  keep  open  shop  without  a  qualified  man.  He  hoped 
the  Preliminary  examination  would  receive  instant  attention. 
(Hear,  hear.)  That  a  man  should  come  up  for  it  three, 
four,  five,  or  six  times  was  not  creditable,  and  it  was  dis- 
graceful that  he  should  be  allowed  to  go  further.  (Applause  ) 
They  should  make  it  a  rule  that  if  a  candidate  failed  three 
times  he  should  be  excluded  from  the  trade.  He  would  go 
further  and  say  that  the  examination  should  be  passed 
before  the  youth  entered  on  apprenticeship.  (Applause.) 

The  President  then  replied.  He  said  that  many  in  the 
meeting  would  agree  with  much  that  had  been  said  in 
regard  to  trade  matters,  and  he  assured  them  that  all  these 
things  would  be  considered  by  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee. To  one  thing  which  Mr.  Currie  had  referred  to 
they  had  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  —  viz , 
doctors'  open  shops  in  Glasgow.  At  one  time 
it  was  held  that  doctors  were  exempt  from  the 
Act  altogether— he  and  his  servant,  his  ox,  his  ass, 
and  all — (laughter) — and  in  the  early  days  of  his  presi- 
dential career  he  had  a  difficulty  in  convincing  his  colleague3 
that  the  exemption  only  applied  to  doctors  personally. 
Mr.  Carrie  must  point  out  to  his  Scotch  friends  the  diffi- 
culties the  Council  have  to  contend  with  ;  how  the  average 
sheriffs  sympathy  goes  with  the  boy  or  girl  left  in  charge 


of  the  shop,  and  expresses  that  sympathy  by  a  nominal  fine 
of  Is.  So  that  the  moral  result  on  the  doctors  was  almost 
nil.  The  real  delinquents  were  the  doctors  themselves,  and 
there  was  no  getting  at  them.  If  such  a  condition  of  things 
happened  in  London  the  Boyal  Colleges  would  put 
it  down  by  removing  the  names  of  the  offenders 
from  the  roll,  and  he  urged  Mr.  Carrie  to  get  some  of  the 
leading  doctors  in  Glasgow  to  help  him  to  move  in  that 
direction.  As  to  the  close-surgeries  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Atkinson,  he  suggested  that  some  one  should  write  a  tem- 
perate paper  on  the  subject  for  the  Nineteenth  Century,  and 
follow  it  upb?  something  else,  so  that  the  public  might  be 
educated  about  the  matter.  He  dwelt  on  the  difficulties  of 
the  matter,  but  thought  that  if  the  public  could  be  made 
aware  of  the  danger  they  would  make  an  effort  to  have  it 
stopped.  There  was  much  wisdom  in  what  Mr.  Lomas  had 
said  regarding  the  expense  of  prosecutions,  but  he  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  Scotch  procurator- fiscal  who  asked  the 
Society  to  prosecute  in  a  bad  infringement  of  the  17th  sec- 
tion, and  when  they  told  him  that  was  his  duty  he  replied 
that  he  would  prosecute  if  the  Society  would  pay  the 
expense. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  scrutineers 
were  appointed,  two  volunteering  in  response  to  a  request 
from  the  chair — viz.,  Mr.  Barrister  Giles  and  Mr.  Spink. 
"  Glad  to  see  you  back  and  well,  Mr.  Spink,"  said  the  Presi- 
dent when  he  recognised  that  gentleman  at  the  back  row. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  various  registers,  which  must  be 
produced  at  these  annual  meetings,  and  the  following 

Auditors  weke  Appointed  : 

Edward  Northway  Butt,  77  Hamilton  Terrace,  N.W. ;  Frank 
Harwood  Lescher,  60  Bartholomew  Close,  B.C. ;  Samuel 
Lloyd  Stacey,  22  Great  St.  Helen's,  E.C. ;  Charles  Umney, 
50  Southwark  Street,  S.E. ;  Francis  Yates,  6*  Park  Street, 
Southwark,  S  E. 

Vote  of  Thanks.  ■ 

Mr.  J.  L.  Swing  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  and  Council  for  the  services  they  had  rendered 
during  the  year.  He  hoped  the  President  would  soon 
recover  his  voice  to  the  full,  and  cordially  endorsed  what 
he  said  of  him  as  a  man  who  had  filled  his  position  for  so 
many  years  with  distinction  and  success.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Bakrett  (Leamington)  seconded,  and  said  he  felt 
sure  the  Council  and  President  deserved  their  thanks.  In 
the  President  they  had  certainly  a  man  who  might,  if  he 
had  liked,  filled  any  position  in  life.  If  there  was  one 
thing  to  be  wished  for,  it  was  that  he  should  offer  himself 
as  a  Member  of  Parliament. 

The  President  replied,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
until  3  o'clock  on  Thursday. 


THE  DINNER, 

After  three  years  of  the  M6tropole,  the  inconstant  gentle- 
men who  arrange  the  Society's  annual  dinner  have  again 
changed  the  place  of  that  function.  This  time  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  received  the  members  and  their  friends  in  the 
King's  Hall,  and  the  change  was  generally  voted  to  be  an 
improvement.  As  a  set-off,  however,  there  was  no  music, 
and  the  opportunities  for  speech-making  were  cut  down  to 
the  bone.    The  following  is  the 


Abel,  Sir  P.,  Bart., 
F.R.S.  (Secretary 
and  Director  Im- 
perial Institute) 

Allen,  0.  B. 

Allen,  F. 

Arnold,  H. 

Atkins,  S.  R. 

AttSeld,  Professor  J., 
F.R.S. 

Baiss,  A. 

Bannister,  R. 

Barnard,  A.  P. 

Baron,  R.  E. 

Barrett,  J.  T. 

Bascombe,  F. 

Bate,  H. 


List  of  the  Guests. 

Bateman,  Dr.  A.  G. 

(Medical  Defence 

Union) 
Bateman,  T.  H. 
Birch,  H.  C. 
Bird,  E. 
Bishop,  E.  K. 
Blackwell,  S.  J. 

(Master  :  Salters' 

Company) 
Bottle,  A. 
Bourdas,  I. 
Bourdas,  I.,  jun. 
Bowen,  J.  W. 
Boyes,  A. 

Bremridge,  It.  (Secre- 
tary) 


Bremridge,  R.  Hard- 
ing, B.A.,  B.So. 
Browne,  Sir  J. 
Crichton,  F.R.S. 
(Treasurer,  Royal 
Institution) 
Bu'.t,  E.  N. 
Calder,  D. 

Oarteighe,  M.  (Presi- 
dent) 
Carter,  R.  W. 
Caiter,  J.  W. 
Chaney,  H.  J. 

(Standards  Office 
Clarke, R.  Feaver 
Clayton,  W. 
Collier,  H. 
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Cooper,  Albert 

Cooper,  A.  J.  B. 

Cottle,  Wyndham,M.D. 

Oracknell,  H. 

Cross,  A.  0.  M. 

Cross,  W.  G. 

Ournow,  Dr. 

Currie,  W.  L.  (Vice- 
Chairman  of  the 
Executive ;  North 
British  Branch) 

Davidson,  P. 

Davis,  W.  A. 

Druce,  G.  C. 

Drury,  S. 

Dunstan,  Professor  W. 

R.,  P.R.S. 
Eastes,  E.  J. 
Edden,  T.  L. 
Ekin,  0. 
Elborne,  W. 
Everett,  J.  G. 
Ewing,  J.  L.  (Chair- 
man of  the  Execu- 
tive •  North  British 
Branch) 
Fitz  Gerald,  — 
Plood,  W.  W. 
Flux,  C.  W.  L. 
Flux,  W. 
Foster,  John 
Foster,  Professor 
Michael,  F.R.S. 
(Secretary  Iioyal  So- 
ciety) 
Francis,  G.  Bult 
Francis.  W.  H. 
Frankish,  Dr. 
Froom,  W.  H. 
Gerrard,  A.  W. 
Gibbes,  F.  R.  (Master  : 
Society  of  Apothe- 
caries) 
Goldsworthy,  W.  L. 
Gostling,  T.  P. 
Greenish,  Professor 
Greenish,  T. 
Gregory,  A.  0. 
Grey,  T.  R. 
Grimwade,  E.  H. 
Hampson,    R.  (Trea- 
surer) 
Harrison,  John  (Vice- 
President) 
Harvey,  R.  M. 
Harvey,  W. 
Keith,  0.  (President 
Royal    College  of 
Surgeons) 
Heighington,  T.  G. 
Hicks,    A.  Braxton 
(Coroner  for  S.W. 
London) 
Hill,  E.  W.  (President 
Oliem'.sts'  Assistants' 
Association) 
Hill,  Dr.  Rowland 
Hills,  Walter 
Hodgkinson,  0. 
Hodgson,  C.  R.;  B  A. 
( Secretary  College 
of  Preceptors) 
Holmes,  E.  M.  (Cura- 
tor) 


Hopkin,  W.  King 
Horsley,  T.  W. 
Howe,  F.  G. 
Hyslop,  J.  C. 
Idris,  T.  H.  W.,  L.C.C. 
Ince,  J. 
Jones,  G.  E. 
Jones,  Noel 
Jubb,  — 
Kingan,  D. 
Lansdown,  G.  A, 
Legg,  H.  A. 
Lescher,  F.  H. 
Lewis,  D.  L. 
Linstead,  E.  F. 
Lloyd,  J. 
Longhurst,  Bell 
Lucas,  E.  W. 
Luxmoore,  Dr.  C.  M. 
MacEwan,  Peter 
Mackey,  J.  B. 
Maish,  J.  R. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Maitin,  T.  0.  W. 
Martindale,  W. 
Massey,  J.  G. 
Mathews,  3.  H. 
Maw,  C.  T. 
Mercer,  C.  A. 
Mercer,  F.  M. 
Meyjes,  A.  C. 
Miles,  C.  J. 
Millard,  E.  J. 
Moon,  H. 
Morson,  T.  P. 
Moss,  Harold 
Moss,  John 
Naylor,  W.  A.  H. 
Nesbit,  J. 
Newsholme,  G.  T.  W. 
Ord,  S.  W. 
Padman,  Dr. 
Park,  C.  J. 

Paterson,     W.     B , 

F.R.C.S. 
Paul,  Dr.  B.H.(Editor) 
Perkins,  T. 
Phillips,  A.  J. 
Pinchen,  W.  J. 
Preston,  A.  C. 
Ransom,  F. 
Ridgwell,  J.  B. 
Ringer,  Profe=sor  S. 

(University  College, 

London) 
Roach,  H.  W. 
Rob  bins,  J. 
Robbins,  P.  J. 
Roberts,  Professor  F.  T. 

(University  College, 

London) 
Robertson,  Dr. 
Robertson,  G. 
Robinson,  R.  A. 
Robinson,  W.  P. 
Roe,  G. 

Rogerson,  W.  J. 

Royle,  H..W. 

Russell,  Dr.     W.  J. 

(President  Institute 

of  Chemistry) 
Savory,  A.  L. 
Scott,  E.  Lionel  (Clerk, 

Salters'  Company) 


Shackleford,  E.  F. 
(Cresswell  Bros.  & 
Schmitz) 

Shenstone,  W.  A. 

Stulicock,  A. 

Simpson,  J.  F.  (Presi- 
dent Royal  College 
VeterinarySurgeons) 

Simpson,  H.  D.  (Mayor 
of  Louth) 

Smale,  Morton, 
M.RC.S."(Dean  Lon- 
don   Dental  Hos- 
pital) 

Solomon,  A.  H. 

Stamp,  E.  B. 

Stanley,  H. 

Stjvenson,  Thos.,  M.D. 
(President  Society  of 
Public  Analysts) 
Stickland,  G.  G. 
Stickland,  W.  H. 
Street,  E. 
Strother,  0.  J. 
Swift,  Dr. 
Tamier,  A.  E. 
Taplin,  J.  W. 
Taylor,  G.  S. 
Thompson,  J. 
Thurston,  J. 
Townson,  T. 
Trimmer,    E,  M.A. 
(SecretaryRoyal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons) 
Tunbridge,  F. 
Turner,  C.  E. 
Tyrer,  T.  (President 
Society  of  Chemical 
Industry) 
Uniney,  Charle3 
TJmney,  J.  C. 
Upton,  J.  R.  (Clerk  to 
the  Society  of  Apo- 
thecaries) 
Walker,  H. 
Walker,  H.  J.  D. 
,  Waat,  W.  P. 
Ward,  J.  S. 
Waring,  A.  W. 
Warren,  W. 
Warrick,  F.  W. 
Watt?,  G.  N. 
Wells,  Dr. 
White,  Dr.  Pereival 
Whitehead,  W. 
Wigginton,  A. 
Wilbe,  Dr.  Haydock 
Will,  W.  W. 
Williams,  A. 
Williams,  Dr.  Duvson 
{British  Medical 
Journal) 
Williams,  H. 
Williams,  R.  E. 

Vaughan 
Williams,  W.  Lloyd 
Wink,  J.  A. 
Wootton,  A.  C. 
Wretts,  J.  R. 
Wr'ght,  A. 


The  company  was  rather  smaller  than  usual,  about  200  seats 
being  occupied,  and  there  was  a  notable  scarcity  of  big  fishes 
among  the  gaests.  True,  the  latter  comprised  Sir  F.  A.Abel,  Sir 
J.  Crichton  Browne,  Professor  Michael  Foster,  and  half -a-  dc  z  an 
more  presidents  and  secretaries  of  learned  societies,  but  no 
member  of  the  Government,  nay,  not  a  single  M.P.  was 
present.  The  absence  of  the  staunch  and  hardy  annual, 
Dr.  R.  Farquharson,  cast  a  positive  gloom  over  the  pro- 
ceedings. One  would  as  soon  have  expected  a  dinner  without 
soup.   The  speeches,  too,  were  meagre  in  substance,  and  the 


annual  joke-crop,  usually  pretty  prolific,  was  badly  blighted. 
In  one  respect  the  proceedings  were  an  improvement  upon 
previous  years ;  there  was  little  of  that  unseemly  buzz  of 
talk  and  open  hilarity  that  too  often  rendered  the  orations 
of  the  principal  guests  inaudible  to  all  but  those  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood.  There  would  be  little  interest 
in  reproducing  the  menu,  but  we  may  say  that  it  seemed 
to  give  general  satisfaction.  After  grace  had  been  said — 
"  upstanding,"  at  the  President's  request — the  President 
briefly  proposed  the  usual  loyal  toast,  and  gave  permission 
to  smoke.    To  say  that  the  toast  of  the 

Medical  Profession 

was  proposed  by  the  Vice-President  is  to  say  that  it  was 
given  with  mellifluous  eloquence,  for  Mr.  Harrison  is  the 
Sexton  of  the  Society.  He  gave  a  short  sketch  of  the  rise  of 
the  medical  profession,  from  the  very  rude  art  practised  by 
equally  rude  men  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  pointed  out  hosv  the  scientifically- based 
system  of  the  present  day  had  been  evolved  from  the  erst- 
while chao3.  No  body  of  men,  he  said,  would  receive  the 
toast  of  the  medical  profession  with  greater  enthusiasm 
than  pharmacists,  for  no  section  of  the  community  could 
rejoice  more  than  he  at  the  advance  made  by  medical 
science.  The  only  claim  pharmacy  could  make  was  that  of 
being  the  handmaiden  of  medicine.  It  was  the  doctor's 
place  to  diagnose  and  the  pharmacist's  to  compound.  A 
time  might  come  when  sanitary  arrangements  would  be  so 
perfect,  and  when  we  would  carefully  measure  what  we  ate 
and  drank,  that  corrective  medicine  itself  would  become 
obsolete.  Even  if  that  time,  however,  should  come,  there 
would  still  be  a  large  field  left  for  the  sale  of  preventive 
medicine,  and  this  would  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
pharmacist. 

Mr.  Christopher  Heath,  who  replied  for  the  toast,  re- 
ciprocated the  compliments  that  Mr.  Harrison  had  showered 
upon  his  profession.  When  he  (Mr.  Heath)  was  a  young  man, 
and  dependent  upon  very  casual  patients,  he  once  remem- 
bered writing  a  prescription  (which  he  took  from  Druitt's 
'•Vade  Mecum"),  but  to  which  he  forgot  to  add  the 
water.  A  polite  note  from  the  chemist  to  whom  the  pre- 
scription had  been  handed  for  dispensing  called  his  attention 
to  the  deficiency.  This  he  thought  was  a  typical  case  of 
what  happened  constantly.  Medicine  indeed  was  indebted 
to  pharmacy  for  very  frequently  preserving  it  from  man- 
slaughter. The  medical  student  of  the  present  day  knew 
veiy  little  of  drugs.  He  (the  speaker)  was  sorry  to  say  that 
his  ignorance  in  that  respect  was  increasing.  The  know- 
ledge of  incompatibles  was  becoming  slighter  and  slighter 
among  medical  men,  and  sometimes  they  would  even  pre- 
scribe drugs  which  would  form  a  solid  mixture  in  the  bottle, 
and  in  such  cases  they  were  dependent  upon  the  pharmacist's 
courtesy  to  call  their  attention  to  the  mistake.  Sir  Thomas 
Watson,  said  Mr.  Heath,  was  accustomed  to  observe  that  as 
he  got  older  he  used  fewer  drugs,  and  the  speaker  was  often 
astonished  at  meeting  in  consultation  brotner  practitioners 
who  mentioned  that  they  had  given  the  patients  drugs  that 
he  bad  never  even  heard  the  names  of.  He,  of  course,  always 
told  them  to  continue  "as  before."  (Laughter.)  With  regard 
to  tte  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  he  had  expressed  the  hope 
last  year  that  the  strength  of  laudanum  would  not  be  inter- 
fered with.  He  was  happy  to  say  that  he  understood  that 
wish  was  to  be  followed ;  had  it  been  otherwise  the  field  for  the 
labours  of  coroners  would  have  been  greatly  increased.  The 
new  Pharmacopoeia,  though  still  in  embryo,  would  no  doubt 
be  produced  in  good  time;  but  for  himself,  he  did  not  care 
a  snap  for  the  Pharmacopoeia,  for  on  his  consulting  table  he 
kept  a  well-bound  volume  with  a  red  top  which  looked  like 
a  prayer-book,  but  which  was  "  Marticdale's  Extra  Pharma- 
copoeia," and  when  in  difficulty  he  looked  at  Martindale. 

"  Science," 

with  inverted  commas,  was  given  by  the  President,  who 
said  that  the  toast  was  given  at  these  dinners  because  men 
of  science  were  at  the  gathering,  and  because  the  training  of 
young  pharmacists  was  based  upon  Elementary  Science. 
Pharmacists  of  old  taught  that  pharmacy  was  an  art,  but  by 
degrees  it  had  been  found  that  the  art  waa  based  upon 
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definite  principles  with  a  scientific  basis,  and  some  of  them 
now  held  that  the  only  true  basis  upon  which  pharmacy  could 
be  practised  was  the  successful  application  to  it  of  scientific 
principles.  They  as  pharmacists  appeared  that  night  as 
persons  with  the  safety  of  the  public  in  their  hands,  and 
they  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  retain  that  confidence.  He 
was  pleased  to  associate  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne,  a  man  who  had  done  the  highest  service 
to  the  State  in  giving  attention  to  subjects  connected  with 
the  intellect  and  the  education  of  the  young,  which  service 
would  be  remembered  for  ever  and  ever.  Besides  what  he 
had  done  for  education,  he  was  now  engaged  in  an  impor- 
tant department  of  the  public  service,  and  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Royal  Institute  was  doing  the  greatest  possible  good  for 
science.  He  remembered  the  time  when  the  Royal  Institution 
was  regarded  as  a  sort  of  stock  company  very  much  given  to 
speculation.  As  everyone  knew,  he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  was  a 
spendthrift  president,  but  the  more  he  spent  the  bstter  they 
seemed  to  like  him  (laughter) ;  but  that  was  nothing  compared 
with  what  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  had  done  regarding  the 
Royal  Institution,  and  no  doubt  there  had  been  times  when  he 
had  felt  uncomfortable ;  but  all  that  had  been  changed,  as 
the  pulse  of  the  public  showed  that  when  money  was  well 
spent  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  endeavour  the  public 
responded  freely,  and  considered  that  they  got  the  value  for 
their  money.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  toast  was  heartily  drunk,  and  in  reponse  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne  rose  amidst  applause.  He  is  a  good  example 
of  a  type  of  after-dinner  speaker  which  is  passing  away. 
Every  word,  every  sentence,  is  uttered  with  deliberation,  and 
in  resonant  tones.  There  is  a  trace  of  the  doric  in  the  accent 
and  a  reminiscence  of  presbyterian  pulpits  in  the  utterance. 

Sir  J.  Ckichton  Browne  said  that  it  was  with  diffidence 
he  replied  for  science  in  the  presence  of  such  men  as  Sir 
Frederick  Abel  and  Professor  Michael  Foster..  He  regarded 
it  as  right  and  proper  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  recognise  science,  considering  that  the  art  rested 
upon  it.  Pharmacy  had  advanced  in  public  usefulness  and 
estimation  as  it  had  become  more  scientific  and  less 
empirical,  and  he  was  certain  that  its  future  depended 
upon  the  way  in  which  it  kept  pace  with  science  and 
biology.  The  late  John  Stuart  Mill  was  once  despondent 
lest  a  time  would  arrive  when  all  the  notes  of  music 
received  expression  and  there  would  be  no  more  music. 
He  was  told  that  science  was  nearly  played  out ;  but 
when  they  regarded  such  discoveries  as  had  been  made 
during  the  past  year  they  could  not  imagine  that  in  the 
future  equal,  |if  not  greater,  discoveries  would  not  be  made. 
These  despondent  views  were  the  effects  of  the  deadly  palsy 
of  pessimism  which  was  a  characteristic  of  the  present  time. 
He  adopted  optimistic  views  and  believed  that  science  was 
in  its  infancy,  that  there  were  great  glories  for  it  in  the 
future,  and  that  scientists  would  push  back  the  confines  of 
empiricism  and  mystery.  (Applause.)  It  was  true  that  the 
surface  of  this  globe  was  pretty  well  known  except  the  north 
and  south  poles,  but  the  subtle  ether  and  the  unseen  rays 
were  a  boundless  expanse  before  them  and  afforded  scope  for 
new  work.  It  was  only  yesterday  that  they  had  obtained 
liquefied  air,  argon,  and  the  Roargen  rays,  and  in  connection 
with  argon  and  air  the  Royal  Institution  had  been  honourably 
associated.  It  was  expensive  work,  but  he  was  glad  to  say 
that  the  public  appreciation  of  it  had  been  equal  to  the 
expense.  One  day  in  Scotland  he  opened  a  letter,  and  there 
fluttered  from  it  a  cheque  for  20.000Z.  sent  by  an  old  con- 
fectioner in  the  city  of  New  York  who  wished  before  he  died 
to  recognise  in  some  manner  the  delight  and  instruction 
which  he  had  received  from  Faraday,  An  even  greater 
munificence  from  Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  had  founded  the  Davy- 
Faraday  Research  Laboratory,  now  approaching  completion, 
upon  which  before  it  was  opened  a  sum  of  no  less  than  8O,000Z. 
had  been  spent.  In  the  department  of  pharmacy  they  must 
be  conscious  of  enormous  progress  during  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century — it  had  advanced  by  leaps  and  bounds.  They 
had  put  aside  the  old  confections  and  electuaries,  and  had 
put  in  their  place  alkaloids  and  animal  extracts,  as  well  as 
other  refinements  of  pharmacy.  Pharmacists  had  kept  pace 
with  the  advance  of  science,  and  had  put  into  the  hands  of 
physicians  weapons  of  precision  as  important  as  those  used 
in  warfare.  But  while  there  were  vast  improvements  they 
had  not  stopped — tabloids  were  not  the  last  word  of  phar- 
macy.   (Hear,  hear.)    If  he  were  to  believe  the  statements 


which  he  receiFed  every  day,  accompanied  by  samples 
wrapped  in  corrugated  paper,  it  was  time  that  they  were 
making  haste  slowly.  While  admitting  new  preparations,  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia.  (Applause.)  He  sometimes  had  fancied 
that  all  the  abuse  heaped  upon  it  was  due  to  a  large  extent 
to  neglect  of  its  preparations,  and  he  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal  in  what  their  forefathers  had  said.  This  recalled 
to  him  a  story  told  by  the  late  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  about 
a  lady  patient.  He  had  prescribed  for  her  a  new  remedy, 
and  when  she  got  to  the  hotel  her  husband  looked  at  the 
prescription,  and  putting  their  heads  together  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  there  was  something  wrong  about  it ;  so  the 
husband  considered  her  best  plan  would  be  to  go  back  to 
Sir  James  Simpson  and  ask  him.  When  she  got  down 
to  his  house  in  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh,  she  was  horrified 
to  be  told  by  the  butler  that  Sir  James  had  gone  out 
of  town  and  would  not  be  back  for  two  days.  "  But  what 
is  it  you  want,  mem  1"  asked  the  butler ;  and  when  she  told 
him  he  said,  "  Let  me  see  it  I"  and  got  the  prescription  and 
read  it,  when  he  gave  her  the  comforting  reply,  "  It's  a'  richt, 
mem ;  he's  been  gi'en  them  a'  that  the  day."  (Laughter.) 
Medical  men  were  too  apt  to  follow  fashion,  and  to  keep  in  a 
groove.  The  advertisements  that  came  under  their  eyes 
influenced  doctors,  and  he  was  greatly  reminded  of  another 
story  told  about  a  custom  in  the  Southern  States  of  America, 
that  when  a  child  died  they  put  upon  his  grave  all  the  toys 
he  had  been  playing  with  upon  his  death-bed  and  the  bottles 
of  medicine  supplied  by  the  doctor.  (Laughter.)  This  was 
very  hard  upon  the  doctors,  and  he  did  not  suppose  even 
Burroughs  &  Wellcome  would  like  to  have  their  half-used 
bottles  thus  exhibited,  but  it  seemed  to  suggest  that  phar- 
macists were  useful  beyond  the  grave.  (Renewed  laughter.) 
Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  concluded  an  able  speech  amidst 
hearty  applause.    The  next  toa9t  was 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Health 
op  the  President. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  of  Brompton  Road,  S.W.,  who  rose 
from  his  place  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  where  he  presided  at 
one  of  the  spur  tables,  proposed  the  toast.  He  mentioned 
that  the  Society  is  a  voluntary  one,  formed  some  fifty-four 
years  ago  to  promote  a  uniform  pharmaceutical  education, 
protection  for  pharmacists,  and  the  advance  of  chemistry  and 
pharmacy.  Those  object?,  he  claimed,  had  been  excellently 
fulfilled.  The  science  of  pharmacy  had  made  enormous 
strides,  the  average  standard  of  education  of  the  pharmacist 
had  been  greatly  increased,  and  as  to  the  protection  of 
pharmacists,  although  he  might  there  be  on  thin  ice, 
it  was  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  those  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  criticising  the  Society  and  saying 
it  had  not  done  enough  for  the  chemists,  were  also 
those  who  studiously  refrained  from  joining  the  Society. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who  thought  criticism  could  do 
no  good.  He  even  believed  that  it  would  not  do  their 
President  any  harm  at  all  to  be  severely  criticised.  On 
this  occasion  criticism  was  out  of  place,  and  it  was  meet 
to  remember  the  splendid  work  done  by  the  Council  and  the 
President.  In  Mr.  Carteighe  they  had  a  very  remarkable 
man,  who  had  played  many  parts,  and  always  prominent 
parts.  He  had  been  elected  fourteen  times  President  of  the 
Society,  and  though  it  was  not  for  him  to  say  whether  the 
time  was  not  approaching  when  the  President  ought  to  rest 
or  to  retire,  or  when  the  Council  should  tell  him  to  do  so, 
yet  they  would  always  remember  with  gratitude  his  advice 
to  the  Society  and  the  time  he  had  given  to  its  service. 
Their  President  was  noted  for  his  powers  of  climbing;  but  he 
could  only  climb  one  way,  and  that  was  upwards.  He  was 
not  a  man  who  could  climb  down.  Other  Presidents  (in  the 
United  States,  for  instance,  and  in  South  Africa)  had  had 
to  climb  down  [the  simile  seemed  rather  unfortunately 
chosen],  but  Michael  Carteighe  had  not  yet  learned  that  art. 

The  President,  in  replying,  said  that  it  was  an  innova- 
tion to  have  these  toasts  proposed  by  somebody  who  knew 
something  about  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  believed 
that  it  was  common  hi  some  departments  of  life,  especially 
in  law,  to  get  people  who  knew  nothing  about  ths  thing  to 
speak  about  it,  and  to  be  coached  by  someone  who  did  know. 
Some  members  might  be  glad  if  his  voice  got  husky,  so  that 
next  day  they  would  jump  upon  him.  Well,  although  he 
was  not  accustomed  to  climbing  down,  he  was  accustomed  to 
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be  jumped  upon,  especially  on  the  Alps,  where  he  had  often 
had  as  many  as  three  people  upon  him.  The  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  an  important  person,  and 
whatever  Mr.  Carteighe  might  do,  the  President  did  not  climb 
down.  Ksferring  particularly  to  Sir  Jatnej  Urichfcon  Browne's 
speech,  he.  said  that  the  tendensy  of  the  times  wa3  aivance- 
ment,  advancement,  advancement ;  that  had  baen  admirably 
shown  in  tha  speech,  and  he  would  only  say  for  pharmacists 
that  what  the  doctors  could  not  undertake,  the  pharmacists 
could  undertake,  for,  in  his  opinion,  the  pharmacist  was  the 
handmaiden  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  Guests. 

The  Pbesident  then  submitted  this,  the  last  toast  of  the 
evening,  saying  that  while  there  were  round  the  table  many 
provincial  members,  such  as  Mr.  Currie  of  G'asgow,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Ewing  of  the  North  British  branch,  and  Mr.  Park  of 
Plymouth  (whose  name  was  received  with  hearty  applause), 
they  had  with  them  this  evenirig  others  of  whom  two  excel- 
lent representatives  were  on  bis  right  and  left — namely,  Sir 
Frederick  Abjl  and  Dr.  W.J.  Russell.  He  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  work  which  Sir  Frederick  Abel  had  done  as  a 
teacher,  as  an  investigator,  and  as  the  Director  of  the 
Imperial  Institute,  in  the  last-mentioned  explaining  what 
the  Institute  could  and  would  do  in  developing  the  resources 
of  the  British  colonies.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  in  the 
scientific  part  of  that  work  he  would  soon  have  the  assist- 
ance of  Professor  Dunstan  (applause),  who,  he  was  sure, 
would  remember,  when  he  went  to  the  Institute,  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  were  the  pioneers  in  respect  to  drugs, 
as  he  had  been  the  pioneer  in  establishing  a  practical 
laboratory  in  the  metropolis.  To  Dr.  Kussell  reference  was 
generally  made  in  respect  of  his  presidency  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry,  and  the  work  that  it  is  doing  to  advance  the 
qualifications  of  those  engaged  in  professional  chemistry. 

Sir  Frederick  Abel  said  that  for  many  years  past  he 
had  been  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society,  and  hs  was 
heart  and  soul  in  sympathy  with  its  efforts  to  promote  the 
education  of  those  engaged  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy. 
He  then  referred  to  the  work  of  the  Imperial  Institute, 
stating  that  it  was  his  appreciation  of  the  research  results 
coming  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  laboratory  that 
had  influenced  him  in  seducing  their  accomplished  young 
professor  to  come  to  their  assistance  at  the  Institute! 

Dr.  Russell  also  replied  briefly,  and  with  his  speech  the 
proceedings  terminated. 

Acting  upon  a  hint  given  by  the  President,  most  of 
those  present  remained  until  nearly  midnight  in  the  ante- 
room, where  coffee  was  served,  and  this  innavation  proved  to 
be  highly  popular,  for  the  half- hour  reception  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  pioceedings  gave  little  opportunity  for  conversa- 
tion, while  the  members  were  more  inclined  that  way  after 
dinner.  This  arrangement  atoned  in  a  measure  for  the 
dulness  which  the  want  of  music  had  thrown  over  the 
meeting.  This  dulness  was  almost  funereal,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  Mr.Ooroner  Hicks  the  toast  of  "  Ihe  Queen  "  would 
have  passed  without  the  usual  musical  honours,  but  he  very 
gallantly  gave  the  meeting  the  keynote,  and  it  was  heartily 
taken  up  throughout  the  hall. 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL. 
Thursday's  meeting  was  purely  formal.    The  scrutineers 
had  been  at  work  from  10  to  3  in  counting  the  voting- paoers, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  select  audience  they  reported  as 
follows: — 

3,762  voting-papers  sent  out. 
2,173         „  received. 

91         „  disallowed. 
2,082  „  counted. 


Name  Votes 

Corder,  Octavina       . .       . .  1514 

Park,  Charles  James  ..       ..  1463 

Gostling,  Thomas  Preston  ..  1459 

Savory,  Arthur  Ledsam      . .  1220 

Bateson,  Thomas       ..       ..  1171 

WarreD,  TTiriim       ..       ..  U59 

Campkin.  Algernon  Sidney  . .  1084 
Arrniuge.  Nat  oauiel  New  born  862 

Will.-",  G.orge  S.tnipson  V.   ..  747 


as  follows  : — 

"  -Name 

Totes 

<Jarteighe,;Michael 

..  1725 

Storrar,'  Djyid  . .       . . 

Ivtartinilale,  V/iV'Jam 

. .  1664 

Johnston,  John 

. .  1622 

Newsholme,  G.  T.  Wil 

■zinson  1638 

Cross,  William  Gow.n 

. .  1594 

Symes,  Charles 

..  1^86 

Harrison,  John 

. .  1537 

Hills,  Walter  ., 

The  President  accordingly  declared  that  the  fourteen 
gentlemen  first  named  shoalc1,  wiih  the  seven  remaining  in 
office,  constitute  the  Council,  and  he  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  scrutineers.,  who  were  :  — 


E.  N.  Butt,  Chairman 

D.  L.  Jacks 

W.  P.  Robinson 

J.  H.  Shacklock 

R.  W.  Giles 

R.  Glode-Guyer 

W.  H.  Stickland 

H.  Cracknell 

L.  Atkinson 

R.  Fisher  Young 

T.  N.  Horsley 


P.  J.  Robb'ns 

S.  A.  Sturton 

J.  C.  Hyslnp 

E.  B.  Stamp 

W.  Ternp'e  Ccoper 

A.  E.  Tan  ner 

H.  0.  Birch 

R.  Feawr  Clarke 

H.  L.  Bowman  Spink 

W.  L.  Currie 

J.  T.  S^nltU 


Mr.  Btjit  replied  on  behalf  of  himself  and  colleagues. 


Willie  of  E>ecea£eb  Chemists 


At  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  the  will  of  the  late  Mr. 
John  Batik?,  of  Drewside,  Bycullah  Park,  Eatield,  hai  been 
proved  by  bis  widow  and  sole  executrix,  Mrs.  Mary  Harriet 
Banks,  by  whom  the  value  of  the  personalty  of  the  testator, 
who  died  on  January  23  last,  has  been  sworn  at  4,461?.  10s. 
gross  and  4,064?.  10*.  net. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Joseph  Holmes,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Leeds,  formerly  alderman  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
who  died  on  January  16  last,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Henry 
Shaw,  Crossland  House,  Leeds,  and  Mr.  John  Roberts,  Bank 
Mill,  Leeds,  and  Harrogate,  by  whom  the  testator's  persooal 
estate  is  sworn  at  2,554?.  17s.  Bd.  gross  and  2,015?.  8s.  2d. 
net. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Welch,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Kinver,  having 
died  on  March  29,  1395,  intestate,  a  bachelor,  and  with  no 
surviving  parents,  letters  of  administration  to  his  estate  have 
been  granted  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Welch,  surgeon, 
of  Newcastle-oa-Tjne,  by  whom  the  personalty  is  sworn  ac 
1,869?.  8s.  2d.  gross  and  1,764?  0s.  <\d.  net. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Joseph  Greaves,  retired  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Vicar's  Hill,  Leigh,  Worcestershire,  who  died  on  November 
4,  1895,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  M.  A  Greaves,  the  widow, 
and  Miss  Mary  Greaves,  the  daughter,  by  whom  the  testator's 
personalty  is  sworn  at  3,047?  14s.  4i.  gross  and  2.859?.  10s.  10^. 
net. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Upjohn,  5  Batharst  Street,  Hyde  Park,  chemist 
and  druggist,  having  died  at  his  residence  at  Kew  Green  on 
March  10  last,  intestate  and  a  backe.lor,  letters  of  adminis- 
tration to  his  estate  have  been  granted  to  his  sister,  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Parr,  wife  of  the  Rev.  E.  G  C.  Parr,  6  Bolton  Gardens, 
South  KensiDgton,  by  whom  the  personalty  is  sworn  at 
696?.  15s.  Id. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Horatio  Wm.  Horton,  chemist  and  druggist, 
44  Seven  Sisters  Road,  Holloway,  who  died  on  August  31  last, 
has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Horton,  the  widow  ana 
sole  executrix  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  is  sworn  at 
485?.  10s  Id. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Morgan  Smith,  of  70  Well  Street,  Trecynon, 
Aberdare,  chemist  ana  druggist,  who  oied  on  March  22,  has 
been  proved  by  Mr.  Jestyn  Smith  and  Mr.  Richard  John 
Smith,  the  brothers  and  executors  of  the  testator,  whose 
personalty  is  sworn  at  1,997?.  0s.  10c?  gro=s  and  1,666?  3s.  6d. 
net. 

Mr.  Philip  H.  Fowler,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Green- 
hejs,  Manchester,  who  died  on  November  12,  1895,  having 
omitted  to  name  any  executor  to  his  will,  letters  of 
administration  to  his  estate  have  been  granted  to  Mr.  H.  E. 
Fowler,  19  Richmond  Street,  Greenheys,  the  son,  one  of 
the  testator's  residuary  legatees,  Mr.  Charles  Harrison, 
wholesale  chemist,  Manchester,  being  a  surety  for  him.  The 
deceased's  personalty  amounts  to  383?.  6s. 

The  will  of  Mr.  John  Rae,  The  Croft,  Exning,  Suffolk, 
chemi't  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Newmarket,  who  died  on 
January  14,  1896,  has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate 
Registry  by  Mrs.  Caroline  Rae,  the  widow  and  sMe  executrix 
of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  is  sworn  at  1,102?  lis.  Id. 
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BURROUGHS  v.  WELLCOME. 

Before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewicb.,  sitting  in  the  Cbanceiy 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Thursday  last, 
Mr.  Renshaw,  Q.C.,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome,  asked 
that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  action  between  the  parties, 
and  the  counterclaim  therein  of  defendant,  should  be  stayed, 
upon  the  terms  embraced  in  a  memorandum  of  agreement 
dated  April  16  last.  The  action,  the  learned  course!  said, 
was  originally  brought  by  the  widow  and  executrix  of  the 
late  Mr.  Burroughs,  who  was  in  partnership  with  Mr  Well- 
come as  chemists,  and  it  asked  for  a  declaration  that  a 
certain  sum  of  33.000Z.  lent  to  the  partnership,  as  alleged  by 
Mr.  Burroughs,  at  5  per  cent.,  might  be  treated  as  a  loan ;  it 
also  asked  for  an  account  of  the  transactions  between  the 
parties  with  respect  to  the  partnership  business.  It  was 
found  that  no  accounts  had  been  signed  between  the  partners, 
and  other  questions  arose,  and  defendant  connterclaiming, 
the  infant  heir  of  Mr.  Burroughs  was  added  as  a  party 
to  the  proceedings,  consequent  od  the  legal  estate  of  the 
testator  in  the  Phoenix  Mills  at  Dartford,  where  certain  of 
the  partnership  business  was  carried  on ;  the  present 
summons  also  asked  for  a  declaration  that  the  infant  was 
trustee  of  this.  The  action  having  been  commenced  in 
October  1895,  in  April  1896,  after  considerable  discussion 
between  the  parties,  an  agreement  was  anived  at  under 
which  the  present  application  for  a  stay  was  made.  By  this 
agreement  defendant  was  to  pay  flO.GOO?.  to  the  plaintiff  at 
an  assigned  date,  and  thereupon  to  be  entitled  to  the  part- 
nership property.  This  amount  he  (Mr.  Renshaw)  under- 
stood the  defendant  was  willing  to  pay  ;  but  differences  bad 
arisen  as  to  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  due  to  the  plain- 
tiff, and  the  ascertainment  of  this  had  been  referred  to  two 
accountants,  one  chosen  by  each  party.  But  then  some 
difficulties  arose  as  to  what  should  be  done  relative  to  legal 
questions  affecting  the  partnership.  Hence  the  present 
application. 

Mr.  Warrington,  Q.C.,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  his  case  was 
that  there  had  been  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  intention 
of  this  agreement — viz.,  to  refer  the  question  of  figures  to 
the  two  accountants,  there  being  no  question  of  law  at  all 
for  them  to  consider.  He  was  willing  to  have  the  amount 
determined  exactly  as  this  agreement  provided,  or  to  have 
it  settled  by  an  independent  accountant.  If  this  were  not 
accepted  he  must  resist  this  motion,  and  show  that  the 
agreement  had  fallen  through,  and  the  action  must  proceed. 

Mr.  Renshaw  said  he  saw  no  objection  to  that  course,  but 
it  seemed  to  him  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
sort  of  statement  of  facts  should  be  agreed  upon  to  guide 
whoever  should  investigate  and  report  upon  the  accounts,  if 
they  were  to  avoid  the  present  deadlock. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  he  concurred,  and  a  settlement  was 
accordingly  arrived  at,  the  investigation,  if  the  parties  could 
not  agree  to  an  independent  person,  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Whincey.  '  * 

COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

Commissioner  Kerr  on  "  Understandings." 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  May  16,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  the  case  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited) 
v.  Pye  was  heard.  The  plaintiffs  sought  to  enforce  pavment 
of  231.  due  to  them  from  the  defendant,  Dr.  T.  Pye,  79  St. 
Mark's  Square,  Dalston,  for  goods  supplied  in  the  way  of  his 
profession. 

Mr.  A.  Swinburn,  one  of  the  plaintiffs'  clerks,  said  they 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  the  defendant  had  a  very 
good  practice  as  a  doctor. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr:  What  you  " understand *' is  not 
evidence.  Every  plaintiff  "  understands "  that  every  de- 
fendant has  plenty  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  he  is 
generally  very  wrong  in  that  respect.  I  cannot  act  upon 
your  "  understanding." 

Mr.  Swinburn  added  that  they  had  received  the  informa- 
tion from  their  representative,  who  had  been  in  the  district. 
He  was  not  present  in  court. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  replied  that,  as  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  the  defendant's  means,  he  could  make  no  order. 


May  23,  1896 

An  Interpleader  Action. 

In  the  Manchester  County  Court  on  May  14,  a  curious  legal 
point  was  raised  in  reference  to  a  claim  against  a  chemist. 
William  Spiby,  the  plaintiff,  sought  to  establish  his  claim 
to  certain  goods  of  James  Street,  chemist,  High  Road,. 
Gorton.  In  February  of  this  year  he  got  judgment  for 
22Z.  5s.  against  Street  on  certain  promissory  notes  given  by 
Street  for  goods  that  had  been  supplied  to  him.  An  execu- 
tion was  put  in,  and  Spiby  paid  to  the  high  bailiff  the  sum 
of  251  5s.  Id.  for  the  goods  which  he  left  with  Street  on  a 
hiring  agreement.  When  he  paid  the  bailiff  an  inventory 
was  given  him,  but  no  receipt  was  attached,  or  the  document 
would  have  been  a  bill  of  sale.  Other  execution  creditors,. 
Messrs.  A.  Sanderson  &  Co..  of  Hull,  intervened;  but  their 
counsel,  not  being  in  a  position  to  prove  that  Spiby  had  not 
advanced  money  to  Street,  his  Honour  gave  judgment  in 
Spiby's  favour,  remarking  that  great  care  should  be  exer- 
cised by  the  bailiff  in  making  these  private  sales,  as  it  was 
obvious  that  most  dishonest  transactions  might  be  carried 
through  in  this  way. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Is  Tous  lis  Mois  Arrowroot? 

At  Ashford  (Kent)  Petty  Sessions,  on  May  19,  Walter 
Ballard,  grocer,  was  summoned  for  selling,  as  "  arrowroot 
what  Mr.  Adams,  the  public  analyst,  certified  was  tous  lea 
mois  starch.  It  was  an  article  (said  the  certificate)  derived 
from  a  plant  belonging  to  the  same  order  as  that  which 
yielded  true  arrowroot.  Mr.  Adams  added :  "  There  is  no 
objection  to  its  being  sold  under  its  proper  name,  but  it 
should  not  be  sold  as  arrowroot."  Mr.  Neve,  who  defended, 
proposed  to  call  evidence  to  prove  that  the  article  sold  at 
Is.  per  lb.  was  full  value  for  the  money,  and  that  it  was  a. 
harmless  ingredient,  and  that  therefore  the  purchaser  was 
not  prejudiced.  There  was  no  scientific  definition  of  arrow- 
root He  had  searched  the  records  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  could  not  find  anything  of  the  kind.  The  Colonial! 
Office  were  taking  active  steps  in  promoting  the  import  of 
tovs  les  mois  from  Queensland,  and  he  could  not  find  any 
case  in  the  Queen's  Bench  which  decided  whether  that 
product  should  or  should  not  be  sold  as  arrowroot.  This 
article  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Ballard  from  Messrs.  Arkell  as 
arrowroot,  and  Messrs.  Arkell  had  it  from  their  importers  as- 
st. Vincent  arrowroot.  It  was,  he  contended,  arrowroot  to 
all  intents  and  purposes.  The  Bench  intimated  that  there 
was  no  fraudulent  intention,  and  that  the  case  would  be 
dismissed. 


Bankruptcy  IReports, 


Re  Ernest  Wilkinson,  formerly  Merchant  in  Explosives*, 
and  previously  Manager  of  a  Chemist's  Business  at 
WhittiDgton  Moor. 

At  the  Chesterfield  Bankruptcy  Court  on  May  15,  this 
debtor  came  before  Mr.  Registrar  Hopkins  for  his  public 
examination.  Mr.  Swaffield  appeared  for  the  debtor.  The- 
liabilities  were  given  at  1,028*!.,  of  which  991Z.  were  expected 
to  rank.  The  assets  were  estimated  at  2951. 19s.  Id.  Debtor 
stated  that  he  became  proprietor  of  his  wife's  chemist's 
business  about  six  months  after  their  marriage,  but  at  the 
time  there  was  no  statement  prepared  as  to  liabilities  and 
assets.  The  furniture  belonged  to  his  wife,  having  been  left 
to  her  by  her  first  husband.  All  the  debts  connected  with 
the  chemist's  business  were  paid,  but  not  those  of  the  busi- 
ness in  explosives.  About  Christmas  he  had  given  his  wife 
a  cheque  for  37Z.  on  account  of  some  money  he  owed  her. 
He  still  owed  her  money.  He  knew  he  was  insolvent  about 
a  year  ago,  and  since  that  time  had  not  opened  any  fresh 
account.  His  failure  in  business  he  attributed  to  losses 
during  the  coal-strike  of  1893,  keen  competition,  and  the 
cost  of  a  lawsuit  respecting  some  explosives  from  Festiniog. 
The  Registrar  declared  the  examination  closed. 


How  Clever  ! — An  Italian  house  is  willing  to  sell  to  any 
one  who  cares  to  have  it  de-  emetinised  castor  oil. 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Gray,  A.  M.,  and  Trow,  A.  V.,  surgeons,  Devizes,  under  the  style  of 
Gray  &  Trow. 

ILeyy,  S.  E.,  Cohen,  B.  S.,  and  Cohen,  H.  D.,  merchants  and  general 
providers,  Manchester  and  Birmingham,  under  the  style  of  David 
Lewis  &  Oo.,  or  Lewis's ;  so  far  as  regards  B.  S.  Cohen. 

Parker,  W.  H.,  and  Sinclair,  J.  G.,  under  the  style  of  Parker  & 
Sinclair,  Nottingham,  chemists  and  wine  and  spirit  merchants. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Oeder. 

all,  Joseph,  Amesbury  Avenue,  Streatham  Hill,  Brixton,  S.W.,  late 
"Wellington,  chemist. 

Adjudications. 
Gibson,  W.  Walter  St.  George,  Kidderminster,  surgeon. 
Rogers,  David,  the  youuger,  late  Bexley  Heath,  now  of  her  Majesty's 
Prison,  Holloway,  N.,  surgeon-dentist. 


Deeos  of  Hrranaement 


Simmons,  Thomas,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  The  Crescent,  Birmingham,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Crescent  Medical  and  Surgical  Home.  Trustee, 
•       Charles  Hodgkinson  Westminster,  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham, 


chartered  accountant.  Dated,  May  6  ;  filed,  May  13.  Liabilities  un- 
secured, 740?.  85.  10M. ;  estimated  net  assets,  40/.  The  following 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  a. 

Bee  Hive  Drapery  Stores,  Birmingham     ..       ..  19  0  0 
Birmingham  and  General  Loan  Company,  Bir- 
mingham   1100 

Birmingham  Dairy  Company,  Birmingham       . .  13  0  0 

Docker,  Mrs ,  Birmingham    ..       ..       ..       ..  150  0  0 

Downes,  J.,  Birmingham       ..       ..                ..  20  0  0 

Dixon,  S.  J.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham   17  0  0 

Eastmans  (Limited),  Birmingham   50  0  0 

Foster,  T.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham    1\  0  0 

Sail,  F„  Birmingham   205  0  0 

Hutchins,  C,  Birmingham    . .       . .       . .       . .  13  0  0 

Sarsons,  H.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham   11  0  0 

Tait,  Lawson,  Birmingham   45  0  0 

Turner,  W.  M.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool   14  0  0 

William?,  F.,  Birmingham   11  0  0 

Williamson,  M.  E.,  Birmingham    12  0  0 


Spencer,  William,  44  Mary  Street,  Dublin.  Druggist.  This  debtor  has 
executed  a  deed  of  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  under 
which  Mr.  Alfred  Killingley.  of  1  Foster  Place,  Dublin,  accountant,  is 
trustee.  The  unsecured  liabilities  are  returned  at  434?.,  and  the  assets, 
after  deducting  the  claims  of  preferential  creditors  payable  in  full, 
amount  to  167/.   The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  creditors  :— 


£  s.  d. 

Apothecaries"  Hall,  Dublin    16   0  0 

Blake  &  Mackenzie,  Liverpool   10   0  0 

Davis,  Son  &  Goodbody,  Dublin    16   0  0 

Day,  Son  &  Hewitt,  London   6   0  0 

Dublin  Corporation,  Dublin   110  0 

Finlay,  Alex.,  Belfast  ,  13   0  0 

Gibson  &  Son,  Manchester       ..       .,       .„       , ,  10   0  0 

Gilbertson  &  Sod,  London    6   0  0 

Graig,  G.,  Moukstown  '     . .       . .  16   0  0 

Harris  &  Sheldon,  Birmingham    6   0  0 

Hatch  &  Co.,  Glasgow   700 

Marks,  H.,  &  Sons  (Limited),  London   18    0  0 

Martin,  H.  &  J.,  Dublin   46   0  0 

Spencer,  M.,  Dublin    2500 

Turner,  0.,  &  Sons,  London   17   0  0 


German  Chemical  Dividends.— The  shareholders  in 


Scheriog's  Chemical-works  at  Berlin  have  decided,  in 
public  meeting,  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  undertaking  to 
2.000  000  n.  Uo  to  the  present  it  is  only  proposed,  however, 
to  place  1,603,030m.  in  shares  npon  the  market. 


Bew  Companies  ano  Company 


Salt  Trust  (Limited). — Capital  5.000Z.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  encar  into  two  agreements  with  William  T. 
Andrews,  for  the  acquisition  of  certain  land  and  property  at 
Middlewich,  and  to  cany  on  the  business  of  salt  producers, 
manufacturers,  and  merchants. 

Clifford,  Hawes  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  80.000Z.,  in 
11.  shares  (of  which  40,000  are  6Z.-per-cant.  cumulative 
preference).  Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
Harry  Clifford,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  tea-dealers, 
grocers,  provision  merchants,  wine,  beer,  and  spirit  mer- 
chants, patent-medicine  vendors,  general  produce  store- 
keepers, Italian  warehousemen,  oilmen,  &c.  The  first 
directors  are : — Harry  Clifford,  Frank  Hawes,  David  Patersoa, 
and  Arthur  C.  Burnley.  Qualification,  200  shares.  Re- 
muneration, 100Z.  each  per  annum,  and  a  share  in  the  profits. 
Registered  office,  3  Pinners'  Court,  London,  E.C. 

J.  Slim  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  500Z.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  take  over  the  business  of  a  druggist 
carried  on  by  Joseph  Slim,  at  High  Street,  Wednesbury, 
Staffs,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  him  for  the  purpose, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  and  dry- 
salters.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — 
Joseph  Slim,  High  Street,  Wednesbury,  drysalter;  Thomas 
Ravenscroft,  Bearwood  Road,  Smethwick,  engineer  ;  Thomas 
P.  Horton,  grocer,  Mrs.  M.  Horton,  34  Aliens  Road,  Soho ; 
Mrs.  Emily  Slim,  Market  Place,  Wednesbury  ;  R.  Slim,  Five 
Ways,  Market  Place,  Wednesbury  ;  Samuel  Renshaw,  Holy- 
head Road,  Wednesbury,  auctioneer.  Registered  without 
articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  176  Holyhead 
Road,  Wednesbury,  Staffs. 

Nichols'  Chemical  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
6,000Z.,  in  51.  shares.  Object :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a 
chemical  manufacturer  carried  on  by  Geo.  W.  Nichols  at 
Short  Street  Works,  Blackburn,  and  also  the  sole  right  to 
use  a  new  process  invented  by  Wm.  Brothers  for  the  pre- 
paration of  precipitated  chalk  and  sal  ammoniac,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  precipitated  chalk  and  sal  ammoniac 
manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  and  opticians. 
|  George  W.  Nichols  is  to  act  as  the  managing  director  and 
secretary  for  five  years,  at  a  salary  of  312/.  per  annum. 
Frank  R.  Cross  and  Frederick  W.  Young,  trading  as  "  Cross 
&  Yonng,"  of  6  Goree  Piazza,,  Liverpool,  chemical  merchants, 
are  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the  company.  Registered  offije, 
Short  Street  Works,  Blackburn,  Lanes. 

Foster,  Blackbtt  &  Wilson  (Limited).— Capital 
180,QOOZ.,  in  5,000  preference  and  13,000  ordinary  3hares  of 
10Z.  each.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  by 
a  company  of  the  same  name  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Hebburn,  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
lead  merchants,  lead  refiners,  desilverisers,  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  dry  white  lead,  refined  red  lead,  ground 
litharge,  flake  litharge,  orange  lead,  white  lead  in  oil,  &c , 
paint  manufacturers,  colour- grinders,  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  antimonial  lead,  copper  slags,  lead  pipes,  tinned 
pipes,  &c.  Charles  F.  Foster  and  Alfred  J.  Foster  are  the 
managing  directors.  Registered  office,  Maritime  Buildings 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Birch  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  3.000Z.,  in  1?.  sharss 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  under  the 
style  of  "  John  Birch  &  Co."  at  37  and  39  Frederick  Street, 
Rotherham,  Yorks,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  and  manuia  turtrs, 
of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds.  The  firar; 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — John  Birch,  37 
Frederick  Street,  Rotherham,  medical  botanist;  James  O. 
Birch,  manager,  Mrs.  J.  O  Birch,  125  and  127  Matilda  Street, 
Sheffield ;  Mrs.  Annie  Birch,  Wm.  J.  Birch,  bookkeeper, 
John  Birch,  senior,  publican,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Birch,  all  of 
56  Effingham  Street,  Rotherham.  Registered  withoat  articles 
of  association. 


f  732 


THE   CHEMIST   AUD  DRUGGIST 


May  2i,  1896 


©ur  Zowm  traveller. 


ONE  of  the  advantages  of  being  a  Town  Traveller  is  that 
one  sees  many  triiogs  aiid  need  not  necessarily  write 
about  them  utiles.s  he  is  asked  to.  I  hava  been  a  faithful 
■visitor  of 

The  Royal  Academy 

for  many  years,  atd  have  always  done  it  far  tha  pure  lore 
of  the  thing,  so  when  I  was  asked  the  other  day  to  visit 
it  in  my  professional  capacity  as  an  art  of  pharmacy  critic 
I  was  not  elated.  Not  that  I  am  destitute  of  qualifications 
in  the  artistic  lice,  for,  whea  I  think  of  it,  I  remember  that 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  showed  her  appreciation  of  my 
ear'y  efforts  as  a  draughtsman  by  sending  me  a  board 
and  T-square;  but  since  that 'I  have  drawn  more  on  my 
imagination  than  on  the  board.  It  is  necessary,  I  under- 
stand, that  this  old  chestnut  should  appear  at  least 
once  in  an  art  critic's  ''appreciations."  I  faithfully 
promise  not  to  do  it  again.  If  I  may  judge  from  what  my 
colleague  in  Paris  has  written,  the  Paris  Salon,  pharma- 
ceutical^ considered,  is  far  ahead  of  the  Academy  this  year. 
I  wandered  round  the  Burlington  House  rooms — hot,  foot- 
sore, Academy  headachey — and  the  only  picture  that  I 
could  find,  apart  from  Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbnrj's  portrait, 
which  I  could  class  as  pharmaceutical  was  "  The  Old  Still" 
(No.  878),  but  I  sincerely  hope  it  is  not,  or  ever  was,  phar- 
maceutical. It  stands  in  the  dark  comer  of  a  back  yard, 
npon  a  rickety-looking  furnace  of  brick,  which  holds  a 
blazing  fire.  The  still-body  is  one  of  those  old-fashioned 
iron  pots  or  cauldrons  which  are  familiar  in  the  sweybacks 
of  the  Highland  shieling  interiors,  which  are  no  longer 
popular.  The  pot  is  fitted  with  a  wooden  (or  wooden- 
looking)  lid,  and  in  this  there  is  fitted  a  store-pipe  arrange- 
ment connecting  the  pot-still  with  the  condenser,  which  is 
a  big  barrel.  The  Marquis  of  Salisbury  (or  a  man  very  like 
him)  is  standing  at  this  barrel  stirring  it  with  a  stick— why 
I  don't  know;  but  there  must  be  something  nice  in  the 
barrel,  judgiDg  from  the  wag  of  the  tail  of  the  EDglish 
terrier,  who  is  looking  up  at  the  distiller  imploringly. 
Perhaps  the  dog  is  the  receiver ;  at  least,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  other  in  the  picture,  which  is  by  Siegfried 
M.  Wiens.  I  suppose  there  are  some  associations  with  the 
subject,  but  what  the  still  could  possibly  bs  used  for  baats 
me.  There  are  many  other  still- life  pictures  in  the  Academy, 
but  none  of  them  is  in  the  least  pharmaceutical. 

In  portraiture  the  walls  are  rich  in  subjects  which  will 
interest  the  trade.  Percy  Bigland's  portrait  of  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius Hanbnry,  a  photograph  of  which  was  reproduced 
in  these  pages  about  two  months  ago,  is  hung  on  the  line  in 
Gallery  VII.,  a  tribute  to  its  excellence,  which  is  also  shown 
by  frequent  reproduction  in  art  jaurnals.  By  the  way,  Mr. 
Bigland  has  in  Gallery  IV.  one  of  the  largest  canvasses  in 
the  Exhibition—No.  336,  "A  Quaker  Wedding;  circa,  1820." 
It  is  likely  to  be  an  historic  picture,  apart  from  its  artistic 
value,  as  it  is  practically  a  seiies  of  portraits.  For  the 
benefit  of  pharmaceutical  Friends,  I  may  say  that  the 
picture  represents  that  part  of  the  ceremony  at  which  the 
bridegroom  utters  the  words,  "  Friends,  in  the  fear  of  God," 
&c,  and  the  entire  grouping  is  faithful  to  the  traditions  of 
the  sect.  At  the  left  band  of  the  bridegroom  is  his  father — 
in  this  case,  my  American  readers  will  be  interested  to  learn, 
represented  in  a  faithful  portrait  of  David  Scull,  of  Phila- 
delphia— and  behind  are  the  ministers  and  elders,  amongst 
them  Joseph  Ssorrs  Fry,  of  Bristol,  the  well-known  chocolate 
manufacturer.  There  are  other  portraits  in  the  picture 
which  pharmaceutical  Friends  will  recognise,  but  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  name  the  originals.  Tne  picture  is  being 
published  as  a  photogravure  by  Headley  Brothers,  14  Bishops- 
gato  Without,  E  C.  In  Gallery  VII.,  also,  is  an  excellent 
portrait  by  W.  W.  Ouless,  R  A.,  of  Sir  Henry  Aclaud,  Bart., 
K.C.B.,  M.D ,  the  ex-President  of  the  General  Medical 
Council.  His  successor,  Sir  Richard  Qaiin,  Bart,  MD, 
F.R.8.,  has  been  painted  by  Millais,  and  in  portraiture 
ihere  is  no  greater  success  in  tha  whole  Academy.  The 
ftrtist  has  taken  his  subject  in  a  characteristic  pose,  a 
three-quarter  leEgth  erect  figure,  and  side  view.  The  pose 
is  one  with  which  those  who  have  heard  Sir  Richard  speak 
are  familiar,  and  there  is  a  pleasant,  almost  humorous 
expression  in  the  face  wh!ch  one  associates  with  him. 


Close  to  Sir  Richard  Quain's  portrait  is  one  of  the  most  daring 
pieces  of  poitraiture  in  the  room,  wherein  G.  H.  Boughton, 
the  new  R  A  ,  shows  Mary  Margaret,  daughter  of  E  °Stein- 
kopf,  Esq.  (of  theApollinaris  Company),  clad  in  a  fifteenth- 
century  Florentine  costume  and  sitting  on  a  terrace  with 
the  cerulean  Mediterranean  and  sky  as  a  background.  The 
costume  is  a  faded  greer,  and  the  whole  scheme  of  colour 
particularly  tryiDg  for  portraiture,  but  the  painting  is  a 
picture  of  the  highest  order. 

The  only  medical  portraits  which  can  be  compared  with 
Sir  Richard  Qaain's  are  Luke  Fildes's  one  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Treves,  F.R  C.S.,  and  J.  H.  Lorimer's  presentation  portrait 
of  Sir  Joseph  Lister,  Bart.  The  former  has  a  professional 
look  about  it.  Mr.  Treves  stands  at  a  lecture- table,  upon 
which  there  are  a  skull,  a  humerus  and  other  bone,  and  a 
few  museum- specimen  jars,  which  serve  to  give  local  colour- 
ing without  spoiling  the  picture.  It  may  be  assumed  that 
when  Mr.  Trevas  is  demonstrating  there  is  more  animation 
in  his  face  than  Mr.  Fildes  gives  us,  but  be  has  rendered 
the  eyes  admirably.  Mr.  Loiimer's  portrait  of  Sir  Joseph 
Lister  is  one  of  those  creations  which  occasionally  come 
from  the  easels  of  outsiders.  In  colouring,  draughtsman- 
ship, and  pose  the  picture  seems  all  right,  and  it  is  assuredly 
Sir  Joseph  Lister — his  fresh  complexion,  peculiar  hang  of 
the  head,  and  firm  mouth.  It  is  the  last  picture  in  Gallery  X. 
Another  successful  creation  which  should  be  mentioned 
here  is  Stanhope  Forbes's  portrait  of  Sir  Peter  Bade,  M.D., 
Mayor  of  Norwich  1893-95,  in  Gallery  VIII.  In  composition 
this  pictuTe  is  exceptional,  and  the  portrait  has  the  rare 
merit  of  removing  the  idea  from  one's  mind  that  the  subject 
sat  for  it— it  is  a  presentation  portrait.  The  Mayor's 
thoughts  seem  elsewhere ;  indeed,  the  expression  raises  the 
picture  from  what  might  otherwise  have  been  a  mere- 
Academy  portrait  into  a  valuable  art  production. 

There  is  in  Gallery  I.  a  very  good  likeness  of  Dr.  E. 
Liveing,  F.R  CP.,  of  Qieen  Anne  Street,  W.,  by  Miss  S.  E. 
Rands,  of  Northampton ;  and  in  Gallery  III.  Herkomer's 
portrait  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Williams,  of  Wrexham,  attracts  attention 
on  account  of  the  predominating  brown  tones:  even  the 
flash-tints  aie  rendered  without  the  appearance  of  reds,  and 
the  result  is  pleasing.  Like  some  more  of  his  professional 
brethren  who  have  sat  before  the  easel,  Dr.  Williams  wears 
the  sumptuous  far  coat  which  is  now  regarded  in  "the 
profession  "  as  a  symptom  of  similar  significance  to  a  two- 
horse  brougham.  Dr.  W.  M.  Dobie,  of  Chester,  also  wore 
his  fur  coat  when  he  went  to  Mr.  Oaless's  studio  to  get  his 
portrait  painted  (No.  375)  ;  but  it  has  rather  helped  to  bring 
out  the  doctor's  fine  grey  head,  although  it  somewhat 
heightens  the  redness  of  the  hands.  Luke  Fildes  has  a 
charming  portrait  of  Dr.  Thomas  Bazzard,  F.R.C.P.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Clinical  Society  of  London,  in  Gallery  VI. 
(No.  487)  ;  it  is  a  comparatively  small  picture,  and  somehow 
the  artist  has  conveyed  the  impression  that  his  subject  had 
"  just  dropped  in  to  say  'how  do  y'do  1 '"  A  portrait  of  Mr. 
H.  R  Davies,  M  R.C  S.,  a  young  medico  of  Bow,  by  A.  Pisa, 
is  skied  in  Gallery  XI. 

The  gallery  of  little  ones  (No.  IX  ),  which  generally  con- 
tains pictures  that  critics  of  any  trade  can  catch  on  to,  has 
in  it  nothing  that  I  could  claim  to  be  in  my  department, 
except  "  Out-patients  "  (No.  745,  Miss  Florence  Carlyle) — a 
couple  of  women,  pitiful  to  see,  sitting  in  a  London  hospital 
waiting-room.  There  are  a  few  other  medical  subjects,  but 
I  leave  them  to  the  Lancet  critic,  who  has  the  proper  stock 
of  enthusiasm  for  such  things.  I  spent  some  time  in  the 
Architectural  room,  for  there  are  in  it  about  half-a-dozen 
plans  of  hospitals,  including  one  for  the  rebuilding  and 
enlargement  of  University  College  Hospital,  Gower  Street, 
W.C.,  by  A.  Waterhouse,  R.A.,  which  seems  a  novelty  in 
hospital  construction.  The  design  consists  of  four  blocks  of 
buildings,  placed  at  right  angles  to  each  other  in  the  form 
of  a  Maltese  cross- i  e ,  (1)  N.E.,  (2)  S.W.,  (3)  W.N.,  and 
(4)  E.S.  Each  of  the  blocks  is  thus  entirely  surrounded  by 
the  air  of  heaven,  and  four  triangular,  sunny  places  are  pro- 
vided for  the  patients.  There  are  numerous  designs  for 
technical  institutes  in  the  room,  and  they  are  all  so  palatial 
in  character  that  one  in  viewing  them  cannot  be  despondent 
about  the  future  of  technical  industries  in  this  country, 
especially  when  one  remembers  that  a  sixpenny  beer-tax 
builds  these  palaces.  Even  Mr.  Palin's  decoration  for  a  bit 
of  the  McEwan  Hall,  Edinburgh  University,  is  eloquent  of 
the  possibilities  of  India  pale  ale. 
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In  the  lecture- room  is  a  fine  portrait-bust  of  Sir  George 
Humphry,  M.D ,  F.R.S ,  of  Cambridge;  also  Gilbert's 
model  for  Sir  Richard  Owen's  statue — this  a  magnificent 
piece  of  modelling — and  a  marble  bast  by  Nesfield  Forsjth 
of  R.  M.  Kerr,  Esq.  LL.D.,  the  Judge  of  the  City  of  London 
Court,  whose  practical  ommon  sense  in  hi3  legal  judgments 
brightens  up  these  pages  so  frequently. 

Fjrom  the  Academy  to  Photography 

s  not  a  far  cry,  bat  my  next  visit  took  me  to  the  very 
oundations  of  photographic  art — viz  ,  the  manufacture  of 
cameras  and  all  else  required  in  the  way  of  apparatus,  saving 
lenses  and  dry  plates.  This  was  to  Lonsdale  Brothers' 
factory,  22  Goswell  Road,  B.C.  They  have  not  long  been 
there — in  fact,  it  i-i  only  since  last  Christmas  that  they  re- 
solved to  start  in  London  a  branch  of  the  Leeds  business, 
and  Mr.  Lonsdale  and  his  manager  were  good  enough,  when 
I  called,  to  show  me  every  department  of  the  factory.  I 
have  no  doubt  there  are  many  in  the  trade,  especially  in  the 
metropolitan  district,  who  will  be  glad  to  know  of  a  firm 
who  can  construct  a  camera  of  any  design  they  may  wish, 
and  who  make  and  supply  every  bit  of  a  camera,  whether 
made  of  metal  or  wood.  I  saw  all  these  things  in  course  of 
construction,  from  the  rough-metal  casting  to  the  highly- 
finished  and  lacquered  stage,  also  the  wood  parts  from  the 
rough  to  the  finished  state.  So  far  as  the  showroom  is 
concerned  Messrs.  Lonsdale  Brothers  are  at  a  disadvantage. 
Mr.  Lonsdale  somewhat  regretfully  spoke  of  the  views  that 
he  had  when  he  came  to  London  to  have  a  sample  of  every- 
thing that  he  makes  placed  in  a  show- room,  especially  a  good 
display  of  finished  cameras ;  but  as  fast  as  his  half  hundred 
men  that  work  upstairs  can  produce  the  finished  articles  they 
are  sent  out  in  response  to  orders.  I  saw,  however,  several 
very  good  things,  amongst  them  the  "  Gossamer  Tripod." 
This  is  constructed  of  very  strong  wood,  joined  in  the  centre 
with  a  patent  catch,  which,  when  put  in  place,  draws  out  the 
spring  support  to  make  the  wooden  parts  fit  perfectly  tight. 
The  top  is  made  of  aluminium,  and  the  whole  weight  of  the 
tripod  is  just  a  little  over  a  pound.  The  "Northern" 
camera  is  a  half-plate  produced  to  compete  in  price 
with  the  lowest-priced  cameras  in  the  market  and  beat 
them  in  quality.  This  is  made  of  well- seasoned  mahogany, 
and.  has  a  double-extension  base  front  and  back  of  great 
swinging  power ;  the  adjustments  for  rigidity  are  excellent. 
The  bellows  is  of  leather,  and  the  back  is  reversible.  I  saw 
another  camera,  the  "  Paget,"  which  is  one  of  the  finest 


cameras  I  have  seen,  so  far  as  woikmanship  and  possibilities 
are  concerned ;  also  one  for  ladies,  the  "  Langtry;' 
the  half-plate  size  weighing  only  2  lbs.  It  is  figured 
above.  I  was  glad  to  learn  tha1;  the  use  of  aluminium 
in  photographic  work  is  largely  on  the  increase.  It  is  con- 
siderably alloyed,  but  not  so  much  as  to  interfere  with  its 
great  lightness,  it  being  impossible  to  work  it  without  some 
other  metal.  Indeed,  I  was  assured  that  the  chief  reason 
for  the  slightly  higher  price  is  that  most  of  the  rough  mould- 
ings are  split  on  the  lathe  or  when  otherwise  finishing.  Mr. 
Lonsdale  tells  me  that  the  photographic  season  has  opened 
very  brilliantly.  Thanks  to  the  a- rays,  the  public  have, 
during  the  past  three  months,  learned  more  about  photo- 
graphy than  they  could  have  been  taught  in  a  generation, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  high  level  to  which  the  photo- 
graphic trade  has  reached  is  practically  maintained  at  the 
present  moment. 


May,  Roberts  &  Co. 

May,  Roberts  &  Co.  are  so  close  to  Goswell  Road  that  I 
thought  I  would  see  what  Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  had.  to  say 
about  business.  He  gave  me  as  ever  a  cordial  greeting. 
Since  my  last  visit  to  the  Cleikenwell  Read  premises  they 
appear  to  have  undergone  considerable  extension,  and  aa 
Mr.  Roberts  and  I  walked  from  floor  to  floor,  each  heavily 
Iadened  with  goods  right  up  to  the  laboratory,  where  a 
qualified  chemist  devises  new  ideas  for  the  "packed  goods  " 
department,  I  lost  myself.  I  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  business  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  advantage 
of  advertising  in  existence,  for,  be  it  noted,  May,  Roberts 
&  Co.  have  no  travellers,  and  all  their  advertising  is  done 
through  this  journal  and  by  their  illustrated  price-list.  Of 
course,  advertising  alone  will  not  build  up  a  business.  It 
must  be  backed  up  by  value  in  goods  supplied,  good  business 
methods,  and  appreciation  of  the  needs  cf  the  trade.  If  an 
orderly  establishment  and  a  Gargantuan  stock  are  evidence 
of  these  characteristics  they  are  to  be  seen  at  9  and  11 
Clerkenwell  Road.  Mr.  Roberts  showed  me  two  things 
which  the  retail  trade  had  better  look  after.  His  firm  are 
the  agents  for  Messrs.  Barrington,  the  Irish  soap-manu- 
facturers, and  they  have  just  produced  an  excellent  French- 
milled  toilet-soap  in  square  boxes  of  a  dozen,  to  retail  at  2s. 
to  2s.  6d.,  but  high-class  stores  will  doubtless  be  able  to 
get  3s.  or  4s.  for  a  box.  The  soap  is  in  oval  floral 
tablets,  nicely  coloured  and  lightly  scented.  The  second 
article  shown  me  was  a  cheap  cachet-machine,  consisting  of 
two  plates  of  nickel  hinged  in  the  centie,  and  with  six  or 
eight  holes  in  each  plate  to  hold  as  many  cachets  according 
to  the  size.  The  little  machine  only  costs  3s.  6d.,  and  the 
cachets  are  sold  by  the  thousand  at  a  remarkably  cheap 
rate. 


1  .  ,  2 


The  style  of  the  machine  is  illustrated  in  the  above  en- 
graving. 


IN  our  report  of  the  Antwerp  Exhibition  (C.  <f  -Z?.,xlv.,738) 
we  referred  to  two  samples  of  Balgaiian  opium  from 
Karlovo  and  Varna,  the  first  of  their  kind,  as  far  as  we  are 
aware,  publicly  exhibited.  It  appears  that  the  industry  is 
a  growing  one,  and  deserves  to  be  watched  by  dealers  in  the 
drug,  for  the  quality  of  the  opium  is  exceptional.  The 
following  are  results  of  analyses  made  in  the  official  labora- 
tory at  Sofia: — 


Ash 

Volatile 

Soluble 
in  Water 

Insoluble 
in  Water 

Morphine 

Zlatitza    . . 

2  85 

10-86 

54-48 

45-48 

7-25 

Lowteha  . . 

2-36 

10-39 

67-61 

32-39 

11-90 

Philippopel 

2-57 

11-65 

73'90 

2610 

1107 

Kustendie.. 

2  69 

7  65 

70-69 

29  30 

19-15 

The  colour  cf  the  Philippopel  opium  was  chocolate-brown, 
and  it  was  hard  on  the  outside.  The  other  samples  were 
coffee- brown  in  colour. 


We  do  not  know  whether  there  are  many  in  the  drug-tra-ie 
who  stock  hat-polish,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  sound  rea-on 
why  they  should  not.  We  have  had  beside  us  for  a  few 
weeks  one  made  by  the  Corpolii  Manufacturing  Company, 
Yeovil,  which  has  baen  so  successful  in  the  hands  of  our 
effice-boy  in  renovating  old  silk  hats  that  we  mention  tha 
matter  for  the  benefit  of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 
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novelties. 


MRS.  EYALINE'S  REQUISITES. 
Messes.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool, 
have  recently  undertaken  the  wholesale  agency  of  the 

towelettes,  &c,  for 
women  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Son  &  Co.,  Bradford. 
These  requisites  have 
real  novelty  about 
them,  and  well  deserve 
the  attention  of  the 
trade,  Annexed  are 
two  eDgravings  of  the 
towelettes  which  show 
their  formation,  and  a 
few  words  will  serve 
to  explain  the  advan- 
tages. Fig.  1  shows 
the  ordinary  towelette 
in  the  new  form,  con- 
sisting of  a  double 
soft  -  cotton  cloth 
(woven  in  a  piece), 
within  which  is  se- 
cured a  pad  of  anti- 
septic and  absorbent 
cotton.  Each  end  of 
the  pad  consists  chiefly 
of  warp,  and  the  effect 
of  this  is  that  when 
the  towelette  is  ad- 
justed the  soft- cotton 
w  --l^-—-- d  threads  form  one 
Fig.  2  hank,    which    is  an 

advance  npcn  the  cotton  web  that  gets  into  folds,  and  fre- 
quently chafes  the  skin.  These  towelettes  are  made  in  four 
bi  zes,  and  are  therefore  of  different  absorptive  capacity.  They 
are  distinguished  by  numbers,  so  that  when  a  woman  knows 
which  one  suits  her  it  may  always  be  asked  for  by  the  number. 
Fig.  2  is  a  special  towelette  made  for  use  after  accouchement, 
and  in  cases  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  flooding.  In  addi- 
tion to  a  large  pad  of  absorbent  cotton  in  the  interior,  this 
towelette  has  a  hank  of  absorbent  cotton-yarn  fixed  to  it  which 
doubles  its  capacity  for  absorption.  It  is  made  in  two  sizes. 
The  tuanufacturers  also  make  comfortable  belts  for  wearing 
with  the  articles,  which  sell  at  a  small  price,  and  their 
accouchement-sheets,  consisting  of  a  woven  cotton  case 
filled  with  absorbent-wool,  meet  a  real  want.  In  the  "Mr3. 
K valine  destructor  "  they  provide  a  means  of  getting  rid  of 
u;ed  towelettes  where  a  fire  is  not  readily  accessible.  This 
■consists  of  an  oblong  brass  box,  pierced  at  the  bottom  with 
air-hol?3,  and  the  top  is  a  movable  steel  gauze  holder  into 
which  the  towelette  is  put.  When  it  is  desired  to  bum  one 
a  little  methylated  sphit  is  poured  on  the  towelette,  which 
is  than  placed  in  the  destructor  with  a  little  lavender,  a 
light  applied,  and  the  destructor  placed  in  an  empty  fire- 
place, if  there  is  one,  or  on  a  chair  near  an  open  window 
away  from  curtains,  &c.  It  is  then  destroyed  quickly  and 
withou:  ieaving  any  undesirable  smell. 


this  week  we  are  able  to  state  that  Messrs.  John  Richardson 
&  Co.,  Leicester,  Limited,  have  embarked  upon  that  enterprise. 
They  have  sent  us  half  a  dozen  beautiful  specimens  of  their 
products,  viz.,  bismuth  salicylate  and  subnitrate,  hydrarg. 
iodid.  rub.,  ammonium  bromide,  strontium  bromide,  and 
uranium  nitrate,  each  and  all  of  which  require  skill  in  pre- 
paration on  the  large  scale,  so  as  to  produce  them  of  fine 
appearance  and  of  requisite  purity.  Oar  chemical  examina- 
tion of  the  specimens  shows  that  they  leave  nothing  to  be 
desired,  so  far  as  the  pharmacopoeia  tests  are  concerned  ; 
indeed,  some  of  thf.m  are  notable  in  being  above  the 
B.P,  standards.  In  these  days  of  importation  of  fine 
chemicals  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  English  provincial 
house  has  the  courage  to  show  that  foreign  competition 
can  be  coped  with  where  the  will  and  adequate  resources  are 
combined. 


THE  "PENNY  COBWEB." 
Ms.  Cheisty  Steong,  of  Reading,  has  sent  us  a  box  of 
his  "  Grip  "  fly-papers  as  he  is  sending  them  out  this  season, 
and  the  whole  get-up  is  a  credit  to  him.  The  box  is  of 
leather-board,  branded  and  fixed  by  machinery  which 
we  described  some  years  ago.  It  is  neat  and  can  be  placed 
upon  the  counter  as  an  advertisement  without  showing  the 
papers.  Mr.  Christy's  machinery  for  spreading  the  sticky 
composition  upon  the  parchment  paper,  and  forming  the 
border  which  prevents  it  oozing  out  and  making  a  mess,  has 
been  carried  to  a  high  point  of  perfection,  for  the  papers  are 
trim,  neat,  and  cleanly,  and  chemists  can  bandle  them  with 
credit.  An  effective  poster  is  enclosed  in  each  box,  the 
wording  of  which  is  decidedly  telling.  The  first  paragraph 
s : — 

"  Why  destroy  flies?  Because  medical  experiments  have 
proved  that  they  are  carriers  of  small-pox,  cholera,  and  fever- 
germs,  therefore  they  should  be  ruthlessly  exterminated  for 
health  considerations." 

Thi3  is  a  trite  paragraph,  and  it  suggests  that  if  sticky  fly- 
papers could  be  used  effectually  in  malarious  regions,  so  as 
to  catch  mosquitos,  they  should  have  some  effect  on  malarial 
fever,  for  it  has  recently  been  demonstrated  that  mosquitos 
are  the  direct  means  of  spreading  the  fever-germ. 


LEICESTER  CHEMICALS. 
We  take  it  that  the  manufacture  of  medicinal  chemicals 
such  as  bismuth  and  mercurial  salts,  by  a  provincial  firm  of 
wholesale  dmggists  may  fairly  be  reckoned  as  a  novelty,  and 


PROFITABLE  SPECIALITIES. 
Messes.  Loeimeb  &  Co.,  Britannia  Row,  N.,  are  carrying 
the  packing  of  specialities  to  a  high  point  of  perfection, 
and  the  trade  will  have  noticed  their  recent  remarks  on 
anti-cutting  and  trade-protection,  which,  briefly  stated, 
commend  the  retailer  to  work  out  his  own  salvation  by 
pushing  more  energetically  the  trade  in  his  own  medicinal 
and  other  specialities.  Messrs.  Lorimer  state,  we  think 
with  fairness,  that  many  in  the  trade — probably  the  majority 
— cannot  afford  to  put  up  elegantly  a  series  of  specialities 
capable  of  competing  with  the  products  of  those  who  have 
large  capital.  So  the  Britannia  Row  firm  maintain  thai; 
the  best  thing  the  retailer  can  do  is  to  buy  well  a  series  of 
specialities',  such  as  their  own,  which  are  good  pharmaceuti- 
cal products,  put  up  neatly,  even  artistically,  and  are 
supplied  on  the  protected  minimum  retail-price  basis.  Most 
of  the  articles  can  be  obtained  with  the  retailer's  own 
name  upon  them.  These  are  considerations  which  deserve 
to  be  taken  into  account,  especially  by  those  who  feel  that 
they  should  make  a  departure,  and  do  not  know  how;  to 
such  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.'s  price-list  will  supply  ideas. 
If  they  would  incorporate  into  the  price-list  groups  of 
specialities  suitable  for  certain  seasons,  they  would  do  them- 
selves and  their  customers  an  advantage.  They  have  jast 
sent  us  for  inspection  a  box  of  samples  for  which  there 
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ought  to  be  an  especial  demand  duriDg  the  warm  weather. 
Amongst  them  are : — 


St.  John's  First-aid  Medicine  and 

Lotion 
Rennet-tablets 

Dr.  Wilson's  Arsenical  Toilet-soap 
Granular  Eff.  Sulphate  of  Sodium 
Bermoplastin,  or  Eczema-cream 
Dulcipede,    or    Antiseptic  Foot- 
powder 
Lavender  Toilet-ammonia 


Jenner's  Blood-puriher 
Furniture-polish 
Egg-julep 
Floral  lozengettes 
Coca  Wine 

Piize-medal  Parrish's  Syrup 
Pink  Pills  (Blaud's) 
Effervescent  Saline 
Magnesia-milk  lor  Infants 


We  subjoin  illustrations  of  two  of  these  showing  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  packages.  The  colours  cannot,  of  course,  be 
represented,  but  we  may  say  that  in  all  cases  they  are 
attractive  and  tasteful.  We  have  examined  a  number  of 
the  preparations  to  assure  ourselves  of  their  quality,  and 
they  are  good  and  well  adapted  for  retail  trade.  Some 


incorporate  original  ideas ;  others  are  traditional,  popular,  or 
always  saleable.  In  rennet-tablets  the  firm  have  hit  upon 
an  excellent  idea.  These  consist  of  compressed  tablets  of 
soluble  rennet-powder,  each  capable  of  making  a  quart  of 
milk  into  curds.  The  comparatively  small  bulk  of  the 
package  and  the  permanence  of  the  tablets  are  features 
which  commend  it  in  preference  to  essence  of  rennet.  Par- 
ticulars as  to  prices  of  the  articles  named  are  given  in  the 
illustrated  catalogue,  which  may  be  obtained  on  application. 
We  may  add  that  most  of  the  samples  sent  to  us  bear  the 
names  of  individual  chemists  and  stores  who  have  made  a 
reputation  for  themselves. 


NEW  SUNDRIES. 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  are  showing  several  new 
things  just  now,  one  of  the  most  attractive  being  a  stylish 
hair-brush  known  as  the  "Cosmeon."  In  this  brush  the 
finest  selected  bristle  is  inserted  through  a  plate  and  fixed 
at  the  back  by  solid  cement ;  in  fact,  this  cement  composes 
the  greater  part  of  the  back  of  the  brush.  It  is  then  entirely 
covered  with  a  coating  of  sheet  aluminium,  beautifully 
frosted  and,  in  some  instances,  decorated.  The  brushes  are 
slightly  high-priced,  but  they  are  so  perfectly  hygienic  that 
no  doubt  they  will  take  well  in  good  districts.  The  great 
increase  of  amateur  photogra  by  has  led  to  a  demand  for 


cheap  dispensing-scales,  and  this  is  met  in  a  good  set  with 
slide  pillar  and  olive-wood  box-base,  which  are  supplied  to 
the  chemist  at  7s.  Qd.  each.  An  improvement  has  been  in- 
troduced into  male  and  female  urinals  (earthenware).  The 
contents  of  these  are  very  apt  to  be  spilled  in  the  bed,  so  an 
ingenious  inventor  has  applied  to  the  interior  the  principle 
so  familiar  in  the  non- spilling  ink-bottle,  with  the  result  that 
a  great  degree  of  comfort  is  ensured  to  the  user  and  his  or 
her  attendant.  The  firm  have  a  very  fine  show  of  sponges 
on  just  now,  which  it  will  pay  anyone  to  look  into. 


A  NEW  SAFETY  SOOTHER. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Cartwright,  75  Ford  Street,  Birmingham,  has 
invented  and  patented  a  new  method  of  securing  the  teats 
on  baby- soothers.  The  annexed  engraving  clearly  shows 
the  principle.  The  top  ball  goes  inside  the 
teat ;  the  shield  is  then  placed  over  the  teat, 
whereby  the  latter  is  thoroughly  secured,  and 
it  becomes  impossible  for  the  baby  to  suck  it 
down  its  windpipe,  as  has  sometimes  happened 
with  ordinary  soothers  after  being  in  use  some 
time.  In  addition  to  this  sense  of  security, 
the  new  soothers  have  the  element  of  elegance 
to  recommend  them,  some  of  the  designs 
being  distinctly  novel.  Mr.  Cartwright  has' 
applied  a  similar  principle  of  security  to  the 
teats  of  feeding-bottles.  In  this  case  a  short 
piece  of  glass  tubing  with  a  knob  at  the  end  forms  the 
"  union  " ;  this  is  placed  in  the  teat  and  pushed  well!  "  home," 
the  shield  then  fitted  on,  the  tube  pulled  out,  and  the  india- 
rubber  tubing  placed  on  the  glass  one.  It  makes  an 
excellent  joint. 


A  NEW  ADEPS  LAN -33. 

Messrs.  Thos.  Christy  &  Co.,  agents  for  the  Nc-rddcutsche 
Wollkdmmcrei  und  Kammgarnspinncrei  (awkward  name, 
that,  for  a  British  tongue),  at  Bremen,  send  us  a  specimen 
of  "Alapurin,"  a  new  highly-purified  woolfat,  jnst  patented 
by  their  principals.  In  appearance  "  Alapurin "  is  readily 
distinguishable  from  all  other  woolfats,  its  colour  being 
quite  pale-straw  yellow.  It  has  scarcely  any  odour,  and  the 
manufacturers  claim  that  it  is  purer  than  any  other  woolfat 
on  the  market.  We  have  not  had  an  opportunity  yets  of 
testing  the  specimen  chemically,  but  its  physical  charac- 
teristics clearly  indicate  its  purity.  Meanwhile,  we  may 
say  that  "  Alapurin "  will  be  brought  into  trade  in  pots 
and  bulk  at  a  somewhat  higher  price  than  Adeps  Lanre 
N.W.K. 


RHUBARB   IN  CAKES. 

Messrs.  Stallman  &  Fulton,  of  Dunster  Monse,  E.C., 
send  us  samples  of  compressed  rhubarb  in  hard  cubes, 
discs,  squares,  and  bars,  manufactured  by  their  American 
house,  which  they  are  trying  to  introduce  upon  the  Eritish 
market.  The  rhubarb  is  apparently  ground  r.nd  then  hy- 
draulically  compressed.  It  is  put  up  in  wooden  2 -lb-boxes, 
either  of  assorted  shapes  or  of  uniform  pieces.  This  form 
of  rhubarb,  which  is  designed  as  a  substitute  fcr  the  old- 
fashioned  "  trimmed  root,"  is  very  popular  in  the  States 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  enjoy 
a  good  sale  here  also.  Possibly  it  would  be  well  to  put  up 
the  discs  and  squares  in  small  cardboard  or  tin  boxes 
suitable  for  carrying  in  the  waistcoat-pocket. 
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Ttleyrams:  * 3A.WITJ.S  LOUDON."  Registered  Trade  Mark:  "SAMTAS-' 

THE  SANITASCO.,  LTD 

(O.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.O.,  F.O.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 
Chemical  Manufacturers  &  Merchants, 

Analyticsii  Department  for  Disinfectants,  Waters,  Sheep  Dips,  and 
Sanitary  Preparations. 


"Samtas  "  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances, 

"  Sanitas-Eaealyptus  "  Pre^ 
parations,  &c. 

"  Cpeoeide  "  and  Carbolic  Dis- 
infectants. 


L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 
Preserve-ii. 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent). 


Chloride  of  Zlne  (Any  Gravity). 

Eucalyptus  Oils  (Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers. 
Sheep  Dips. 
Weed  Destroyer. 
Moth  Paper. 
ijid  all  kinds  of  DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  20  QUEEN  VICTOEIA  STREET,  E.G. 
New  Tork  :  636  WEST  55th  STREET. 
Works:   BETHNAL  GREEN",  LONDON",  E. 


N.3. — Copyright  Book,  "How  to  Disinfect?  sent  free. 


KILLER, 


WHAT  "The  Chemist 
and  Drug-gist" 

SAYS    OF  THE 

new  vsnolia 

PRICE  LIST. 

"  Tlie  originators  and  proprie- 
tors of  Vinolia  preparations  pro- 
vide us  with  the  most  admirably 
printed  price  list  wh»ch  has  ever 
come  out  of  their  factory.  The 
design  of  the  cover  of  the  list 
»s  copyright,  and  is  an  example 
o  i  the  impressionist  school  of 
design  which  has  so  effectively 
awakened  art  to  the  possibilities 
of  colour  printing." 


SLONDEAU  et  CIE. 

Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.  IF. 


? .MILLIONS  0? 
ROSES  Aft 
USED  IN  THE 
MfWUFACB 

VINOLIA 
SOAP 


THE  GARDENER'S  FRIEND. 
Saves  Tirnii,  Labour,  and  Money.    Safe,  Effective,  and  Cheap. 

ONLY  ADDKESS  : 

LIN  SON    &  HAYWARD, 

Mint  Street  Chemical  Works,  LINCOLN. 


ROLLER'S  HYDR0XYL=FREE  OIL. 

"  The  Lancet,"  June  8,  1895. 

"  It  is  now  known  that  Cod-liver  Oil  can  be  prepared  not  only  free  from 
objectionable  taste,  but  also  from  the  tendency  to  cause  un- 
pleasant eructations  The  first  improvement  was  effected  on 

the  introduction  of  PETER  MOLLER'S  PROCESS,  which,  when 
properly  carried  out,  produces  an  oil  free  from  repulsive  taste,  but  still 
not  from  the  tendency  to  set  up  irritation  in  the  stomach  with 

eructation  as  a  sequel  The  latter  very  disagreeable  property 

has  been  removed  by  MOLLER'S  NEW  PROCESS." 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES  —43    SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


';  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking." — 
Perot  F.  Fran"kland,  B.Sc, 
F.O.S. 


"  Typically  Perfect.' 
— Medical  Press. 


LE 

WATERS 


Sole  Address —  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 


A  BRIGHT 


SEE 

"The  Chemist 

and  Druggist,"  JPfIL 
THE    FRAGRANCE    OF  September  21, 1895.  ffirj! 

COMPRESSED  FLOWERS, 

A  Good  Line  for  a!  I  seasons. 

T.  HOWARD  LLOYD  &  GO., 

86  High  St.  &  Town  Hall  Lane, 
LEICESTE 


To  any 
Chemist  holding 


SOCIETY'S 


The  "  Spendthrift  President,"  as  Mr.  Carteighe  described 
hinuelf  at  the  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
Tuesday,  was  evidently  prepared  for  a  severe  hecklirg  on 
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the  melancholy  financial  position  into  which  he  and  his 
colleagues  have  brought  the  once  wealthy  Society  which 
they  govern.  He  intimated  overnight  that  he  was  ready  to 
face  his  critics,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  on  Wednesday 
he  devoted  five- sixths  of  his  oration  to  a  vigorous  defence  of 
the  conduct  which  he  took  for  granted  was  going  to  be 
assailed.  Bat  that  cock  showed  no  fight.  There  was  not  so 
much  as  a  coo  of  disapproval  of  the  Council's  expenditure. 
Doctors  dispensing,  the  necessity  of  union,  the  Preliminary 
examination,  the  pronunciation  of  Latin,  and  a  few  other 
equally  harmless  topics  formed  the  basis  of  a  sirjgularly 
tame  discussion,  and  if  any  member  came  to  the  meeting 
anxious  about  his  guineas  he  was  either  charmed  or  con- 
vinced or  terrified  into  silence  by  the  President's  defiant 
assurance  that  all  was  for  the  best.  In  the  famous  assault 
case  the  defendant's  counsel  first  insisted  that  his  client 
never  struck  the  plaintiff  at  all ;  that  if  he  did  it  was  only 
in  self-defence  ;  and  that  he  only  chastised  the  plaintiff  for 
his  own  (plaintiff's)  benefit.  Mr.  Carteighe's  pleas  were 
something  of  the  same  kind.  The  expenditure  which  l:ad 
seemed  to  cause  a  deficit  in  the  accounts  was  only  an 
investment  which  the  Council,  as  business  men,  were  bound 
to  make  in  the  future  interests  of  their  property ;  and,  more- 
over, he  was  not  sure  that  there  was  a  deficit.  He  did  not 
think  they  could  satisfy  the  income-tax  man  that  they  were 
trading  at  a  loss  even  now  ;  the  glorious  field  forthe  income- 
tax  man  in  a  few  years'  time  he  only  suggested  for  that 
demon  and  his  hearers  to  ponder  over.  As  to  the  legal  ex- 
penditure, the  President  declared  that  the  Society  would  do 
itsjduty  in  this  respect  rej;ardle33  of  cost,  and,  i£  funds  ran 
short,  he  knew,  he  announced  mystically,  where  to  go  for 
more. 

The  meeting,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  wa3  an  almost 
painfully  harmonious  and,  consequently,  dull  one.  Three  or 
four  gentlemen  had  come  with  evidently  prepared  speeches. 
And  very  good  ones  most  of  them  were.  The  speaking  was, 
indeed,  much  above  the  usual  annual  meeting  standard,  and 
it  was  noticeable  that  the  approach  to  buffoonery  which  has 
on  several  recent  occasions  been  so  prominent  found  little 
encouragement  this  year.  But  there  was  very  little  fire  in 
the  proceedings.  To  begin  with,  the  attendance  was  much 
thinner  than  it  has  been  for  years.  Including  Council 
members,  and  Press,  there  were  cever  a  hundred  persons  in 
the  room.  Then  the  topics  raised,  though  occasionally  of 
considerable  interest,  were  not  such  as  to  lend  themselves  to 
discussion.  Mr.  Atkinson,  who  opened  the  discussion,  was 
very  gentle  in  his  criticisms  this  year,  but  he  urged  that 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  dispensing  in  doctors' 
surgeries  by  incompetent  person.?,  a  practice  which  he  cha- 
racterised as  a  grave  national  danger.  ^Mr.  Campkin  was 
highly  complimentary  ;  so  wa3  Mr.  Barnard,  but  he  thought 
something  was  wanted  to  be  done  to  prevent  unqualified 
people  from  competing  wiih  registered  chemists  by  exhibit- 
ing coloured  carboys  and  describing  themselves  as  drug- 
stores, safe-rnedicine  stores,  and  the  like.  Mr.  Barrett,  of  Lea- 
mington, spoke  in  truculent  tones,  and  the  audience  thought 
that  the  storm  was  now  fall  sure  a-coming;  but  his  main 
charge  was  only  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  had  not  made  as 
much  use  of  their  local  secretaries  in  interviewing  members 
of  Parliament  about  company-trading  as  they  might  have 
done.  Then  he  warned  the  Society  not  to  treat  the  acti- 
cntting  movement  with  disrespect.  Mr.  Hyslop  rose  to 
order,  apparently  with  the  view  of  checking  the  discussion 
of  so  degenerate  a  subject  as  prices  ;  but  he  was  rather 
nonplussed  to  find  that  his  victim  had  finished  his  speech. 
He  divided  critics  of  the  Society  into  amceboids  with 
no  backbones,  and  sturdy  grumblers  with  plenty  of  back- 
bone but  no  joints  in  it.    Then  he  lectured  them  in  his 


superior  fashion  on  their  ignorance  of  algebra,  on  their 
mispronujiciation  of  Latin,  and  on  their  weaknesses  gene- 
rally, winding  up  with  a  peroration  in  honour  of  that  Spirit 
of  Liberty  which  presides  in  the  breast  of  Englishmen,  who, 
we  were  left  to  gather,  is  outraged  by  the  anti-cutters. 
Nobody  rose  to  order  during  Mr.  Hyslcp's  varied  discourse. 
Mr.  Whitfield,  of  Scarborough,  followed  with  the  most 
serious  speech  of  the  day,  alleging  that  the  Society  was  not 
keeping  its  scientific  instruction  up  to  date.  Its  laboratory, 
he  asserted,  was  just  what  it  was  thirty-fire  years  ago,  and 
the  Society  had  made  a  bad  bargain  with  Professor  Att field 
in  not  only  endowing  htm  but  in  giving  him  all  the  fees  aEd 
a  laboratory  for  private  work  as  well.  The  meeting  mani- 
fested much  sympathy  with  Mr.  Whitfield's  remarks,  v?hich 
he  was  careful  to  explain  were  not  directed  against  Dr. 
Attfield  personally,  who  had  only  done  vrh&t  anyone  else  in 
his  position  would  have  done  in  accepting  such  favourable 
terms.  Mr.  Savage,  of  Brighton,  pleaded  briefly  for  the 
admission  of  the  associate  uitlauders  to  the  full  privileges  of 
membership;  and  Mr.  Lomas  urged  that  the  Treasury  should 
be  asked  to  pay  the  expenses  of  legal  proceedings  taken 
under  the  Act.  Mr.  Currie,  of  Glasgow,  testified  to  the 
affection  which  now  prevails  in  Scotland  towards  tie  Society  ; 
and  Mr.  Carteighe  briefly  wound  up  the  discussion.  The 
new  Council,  it  is  always  understood,  will  take  into  serious 
consideration  the  words  of  wisdom  uttered  at  the  annual 
meeting — a  theory  which  we  hope  is  satisfactory  to  the 
agitators,  for  it  is  probably  all  they  will  get. 


ON    IMITATING    A  SPECIALITY. 

The  way  of  the  imitator  is  hard  ;  he  can  never  be  sure  when 
he  gets  there.  Chlorodyne  was  invented  by  Dr.  Collis 
Browne,  in  1848,  and  after  an  eight  years'  trial  of  it  ifrrfodia 
Dr.  Browne  came  home  in  1856,  and  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Davenport's 
assistance  the  compound  was  soon  familiar  to  the  medical 
profession  and  the  public  in  England,  and  ere  long  it  became 
known  the  world  over.  Straightway  imitations  of  it  com- 
menced, Dr.  Ogdea  taking  the  lead,  and  since  then  the 
formula;  published  and  in  use  can  be  reckoned  by  the  score. 
We  plead  guilty  to  having  been  the  means  of  publishing  D:. 
Ogden's  formula,  Mr.  A.  P.  Towle  having  communicated  ij 
to  the  second  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist 
(October  15,  1859)  as  that  used  by  Dr.  Ogden  in  Si.  Mary's 
Hospital.  It  appears  to  have  become  the  basis  of  most  of 
the  formn)rc  which  have  since  seen  the  light.  It  read  thus : — 

Chloroform   fl.  ^vj. 

Tr.  capsio   fl.  3es. 

Morph.  hydrocb   gr.  viij. 

Acid,  hydrocan.  (Sch.)     ..       ..       ..       gr.  ivj. 

01.  menth.  pip   gr.  ij. 

Acid,  perchloric   gr.  ::x. 

Theriacas   35- 

M. 

Add  the  chloroform  last,  well  rubbing  and  shaking  it ;  should  keep 
mixed. 

The  Editor  of  that  day  got  into  great  trouble  by  publishing  • 
the  formul  i ;  for  it  stirred  up  around  him  a  dispute  amongst 
those  who  put  on  the  market  a  preparation  to  imitate  Mr 
Davenport's  article,  and  drew  criticism  from  all  ends  of  the 
earth  about  the  bad  pharmacy  of  the  recipe,  but  it  brought  out 
one  of  the  few  analyses  of  chlorodyne  which  have  been  pub- 
lished. Mr.  Charles  Ballock,  of  Philadelphia,  was  the  analyst. 
Briefly  described,  his  analysis  was  as  follows  : — The  clear 
alcoholic  solution  of  chlorodyne  gave  indications  of  the 
presence  of  resinous  bodies  in  minute  quantity,  ab-ence  of 
hydrocyanic  acid,  a  purjgent  or  peppery  substance,  and  a 
green  stuff  like  chlorophyll.  The  insoluble  portion  'appeared 
to  be  glucose,"  bat  Mr.  Bullock  isolated  alkalciis  franx.  it, 
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amongst  tfasni  morphia  and  codeia  ;  and  although  the  tests 
are  not  altogether  above  suspicion,  he  certainly  seems  to 
have  obtained  art  alkaloidal  residue  consisting  of  more  than 
morphia.    He  came  to  this  conclusion : — 

"  About i  two- thirds  of  chlorodyne  appears  to  be  treacle; 
the  remaining  one-third  chloroform,  a  small  amount  ofwater 
in  which  the  alkaloids  are  previously  dissolved,  a  little 
pepperminS  and  capsicum,  and  perhaps  some  cannabis 
indica.  The  following  recipe  will  furnish  a  preparation 
having  the  pharmaceutical  properties  of  chlorodyne,  accord- 
ing to  Br.  Cgden  : — 

Muriate  of  morphia    gr.  viij. 

"Water       . .   ft.  3ss. 

Perchloric  acid  (23 3  S.s..       ..  gtt.  xx. 

Chloroform    fl.  5iss. 

Tiuct.  of  Indian  hemp   fl.  3j. 

Hydrocyanic  acid  (TJ.S.P.)      . .       . .  gtt.  xij. 

Molasses  '.  ..  .  fl.  2as. 

Oil  of  peppermint        ..       ..       ..  gtt.  ij. 

Oleoresin  of  capsicum  ..       ..      ..  gtt.  j. 

To  the  morphia  and  water  in  a  small  flask  add  the  perchloric 
acid,  and  heat  until  a  clear  solution  is  obtained.  Then  add 
the  molasses,  previously  warmed  to  render  it  fluid.  Heat  the 
mixture,  and  agitate  well.  When  cold,  add  the  other  ingre- 
dients, and  mis  thoroughly.'' 

It  is  somewhat  curious  that  Mr.  Bullock  had  not  the 
courage  to  give  effect  to  his  analytical  indications  by  in- 
cluding in  his  formula  other  opium  alkaloids  besides 
morphine,  but  the  "  National  Formulary  "  has  made  good 
that  omission  by  substituting  tr.  opii  deodorat.  for  morphine) 
and  Hager  goes  further  by  putting  both  in.  Only  Mr. 
Davenport  can  say  which  of  these  authorities  has  hit  upon 
the  correct  idea.  But  Mr.  Davenport's  policy  from  the  first 
has  been  to  keep  silence  amidst  the  multitude  of  guesses 
made  respecting  the  composition  of  his  speciality,  and  that 


this  was  the  best  policy  will  be  evident  to  anyone  who 
glances  at  the  table  of  nineteen  formulas  which  we  subjoin. 
Three  of  these  are  pharmacists"  private  formulas  in  regular 
use,  and  the  rest  have  been  published.  The  quantities  are 
to  make  8  oz.  of  product. 

We  take  it  that  there  is  no  pharmacist  who  will  feel  proud 
when  he  examines  this  table,  and  reflects  that  it  is  highly 
probable  that  imitations  of  chlorodyne  sold  at  the  present 
time  are  as  divergent  from  each  other  as  from  the  original. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  formulators  are  agreed  upon  one 
point — viz.,  to  include  from  eight  to  twelve  articles  in  the 
compound;  but  the  list  contains  thirty- six  articles,  there- 
fore at  least  two  dozen  should  not  be  there.  Then  the 
proportions  of  actire  ingredients  are  dangerously  erratic; 
chloroform  varies  from  1  dr.  to  4|  oz.  in  the  8  oz.,  morphine 
bydrochlorate  from  2  to  64  gr.  in  the  8  oz.,  and  hydrocyanic 
acid  from  20  to  480  minims  per  8  oz.  So  far  as  the  last- 
mentioned  ingredient  is  concerned,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  Dr.  Collis  Browne's  chlorodyne  does  not  contain  it  now, 
if  it  ever  did,  and  certainly  its  morphine  content  has  not 
been  hit  off  by  any  of  the  formulators.  In  the  chlorodyne 
test-case,  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  stated,  as  the  result  of  his  analyses, 
that  chlorodyne  contained  "  practically  2  gr.  of  actual  mor- 
phine in  1  fl.  oz." — that  is  to  say,  double  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia quantity.  Yet  six  only  of  the  formulas  in  the 
table  are  weaker  in  ^morphine  than  this,  all  the  rest  being 
stronger,  four  going  to  four  times  the  strength  of  the 
original !  When  we  add  that  we  have  excluded  from  the 
table  many  more  recipes  which  appear  to  us  to  be  incorrect 
renderings  of  one  or  other  of  those  given,  the  futility  of 
imitating  secret  remedies  appears  all  the  stronger.  It  is  but 
fair  to  add  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  formulators  that  they 
have  been  careful  to  say  that  their  products  are  not  attempts 


Ingredients  in  the 
proportions  re- 
quired to  nu  ke 
8oz  of  the  finished 
preparation  (ex- 
cept *) 


Chloroform 

Ether  

Spt.  rectiiicat. 

Tr.  opii  deodorata  . . 
Morphin.  hydrochlor. 

Acid,  acetic,  dii. 
Acid,  bvdrocvanic. 

dil.  [*  Scheele's]  . . 
01.  menthfe  pip. 
Ext.  glycyrrhiz.  liq. 
Theriaca      . .       . . 

Syrup  

Atropin.  sulphas.  .. 
jPulv.  tragacanth.  . . 
Glyeerinum  .. 

Aqua  destiilata 

Tr.  quillaia? 

Tr.  capsici 

Tr.  cannabis  indica; 


Acid,  perchloric.    . . 

Liq.  cocci 
Ether,  chloric. 
Mucilag.  acacia; 
Ext.  belladonna; 
Capsicin      . .       . . 
Capsicum 
Caramel 

Syr.  glycyrrhizae 
Aq.    amjgd,  amar. 

cone. 
Tr.  zingiberis 
Crocus  sativus 
01.  anisi 
01.  setheriale 
Oi.  succini 
Tr.  hyoscyami 
Tr.  aconiti 
Acid,  muriat.  cone... 


gr.  8  i  gr.  2 


1H  4 

Si. 

Sj. 
q.s. 


Ill  4 

3v. 

si. 

"■  i  vss. 


3 13  Sives. 
313  — 


gr.  32 


111128 
Til  6 

3x. 

Siij. 
gr.  -i 

gr.  16 


qs.  — 


gr.  48 


ill  72* 
11112 

3vj. 


Sss. 


:.40 


in  16 


oil],   j  S1SS. 

3vj.  — 
Sij.  - 


oVj.  — 

—  :  Si]. 


gr.56 


III  84* 


3vij. 
HI  70 


o]. 
3j. 


gr.  4  gr.64  gr.  32  gr.32 


3ss. 

in  4 


.".I1SS. 

9j- 

gr-  i1 

in  8 


Sij. 
3vj. 


11132 


oi]. 


Ex.  3] 
3ij. 


gr.  8 


Si. 
Siij. 


jij.* 

in  16 

Siv. 


Ex. 
gr.  12 


■*]• 
3iifs. 
5vj. 


11120 

m.  12 

3v. 

Siiiss 


gr.  10 

3irj. 


o]. 
3ij. 


oil). 
5ij. 


acet. 
gr.12 
m  12 

in  48 

ill  15 


ms 

3ij. 


m64fl 


S].* 
3ii. 
Sviij. 

gr.  9 


Sss. 
Ill  8 


Sj- 
Sss. 


Sss. 
Sj. 


3]. 

in  40 

Siij. 

3ij. 
gr.  3 


ins 

oSS. 


oVISS. 

3iij. 


sulph.  acet. 
gr.24  gr.32 


5hS. 


111]. 

rnl2|  3iij. 
5iij.  — 
—  Siss. 


q.s. 


Fl.  ex.  Ex. 
Siij.  I  gr.64 


—  31SS. 


ill].    |  — 

Siij.' 
gr.60  gr.64 


gtt.  96 
gtt.  16 


Si  v. 


Sss. 


— 
Hl50fl.j 


9ij. 
3ss. 
Sss. 


gtt. 
160 


gtt.  8 


ovj. 

37]. 


gr.  64 


gr.64 
HI  32 


ovj. 
3vj. 
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at  imitation,  but  something  like  it,  or  a  substitute,  and  that 
it  is  still  tbe  rule  in  British  pharmacy  to  give  Dr.  Collis 
Browne's  article  when  "  chlorodyne  "  is  ordered  in  prescrip- 
tions— a  very  common-sense  rule  in  view  of  diversity  of 
opinion  amongst  authorities.  The  object  which  we  'had  in 
view  in  bringing  these  facts  together  was  to  see  whether 
there  was  any  strong  line  of  common  agreement  in  the 
multitude ;  but  now  if  we  were  asked  oar  opinion  we  should 
feel  disposed  to  endorse  the  statement  of  our  first  editor- 
viz.,  "  Chlorodyne  is  a  volatile  liquid  possessing  a  pnDgent 
smell  and  taste.  It  is  soluble  in  alcohol,  but  insoluble  in 
water ;  but  may  be  conveniently  administered  in  that  liquid 
by  suspending  it  in  a  little  mucilage.  The  alkalies  and 
alkali  salts  decompose  it.  In  colour  it  is  dark  brown,  and 
in  weight  equal  to  twice  its  bulk  of  water." 


JAPAN    AS    A  CUSTOMER. 

A  Foreign  Office  report  on  the  trade  of  Japan  in  1895, 
by  Consul  Ernest  Satow,  of  Tokio,  which  has  just  been 
published,  is  full  of  interesting  points  for  business  men. 
The  report,  besides  being  valuable  on  account  of  the  infor- 
mation which  it  contains,  is  so  because  of  the  promptness 
with  which  it  has  been  compiled.  '"-Hitherto,"  says  Consul 
Satow, "  the  annual  reports  have  rarely  been  furnished  till  the 
summer  was  far  advanced,  sometimes  even  later.  This 
report,  however,  will  be  despatched  on  February  23,  and 
should  be  in  your  Lordship's  hands  about  the  end  of  March." 
This  is  good,  for  in  commerce,  as  in  benevolence,  the  rule 
Ms  dat  qui  cito  clat  holds  true ;  but  it  would  have  been 
better  still  if  "  his  Lordship  "  had  caused  the  report  to  be 
printed  and  published  without  an  apparently  unnecessary 
delay  of  six  weeks  in  London. 

The  questions  connected  with  the  future  commercial 
relations  between  Europe  and  the  Far  East,  and  especially 
the  problem  of  the  effects  of  the  industrial  rise  of  Japan,  are 
among  the  weightiest  and  most  perplexing  that  have  ever 
beset  Western  statesmanship.  Everybody  seems  agreed 
that  we  ate  on  the  threshold  of  a  period  of  unexampled 
commercial  activity  in  oar  business  relations  with  the  Far 
East,  but  in  not  a  few  minds  the  gratification  at  the  im- 
mediate prospect  of  these  profitable  developments  is  mixed 
with  the  fear  of  the  more  distant  future  when  the  machinery 
which  Japan  and  China  are  now  purchasing  in  Europe 
shall  be  in  full  working  order,  when  factories  shall  dot 
the  coal-bearing  regions  of  the  East  as  thickly  as  they  do 
the  Midlands  and  Saxony,  when  the  Yellow  Man  shall  begin 
to  throw  the  industrial  products  of  his  ill-paid,  industrious 
millions  upon  the  European  markets  in  competition  with  our 
own  fabrics — when,  in  short,  we  shad  have  to  keep  out 
the  Asiatic  and  his  goods  by  main  force,  or  go  under  our- 
selves. 

Consul  Satow,  though  he  abstains  from  expressing  specu- 
lative opinions,  is  not  an  alarmist.  He  looks  for  a  great 
increase  in  Japanese  purchases  of  European  goods — chiefly, 
indeed,  in  railway  plant,  machinery,  ships,  and  warlike 
appliances,  but  incidentally  also  in  chemicals  and  Man- 
chester goods,  during  the  next  six  or  seven  years.  An 
increase  in  the  orders  for  foreign  chemicals  is,  indeed,  in- 
separable from  industrial  progress  of  any  kind.  Already  the 
returns  of  the  Japanese  imports  in  1895  show  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  almost  all  departments  over  those  of 
1894.  "  Drugs  and  chemicals  "  form  an  exception  to  this  rule, 
but  only  because  there  has  been  a  heavy  decline  in  the 
imports  of  chlorate  of  potash — readily  explained  by  the  fact 
that  that  article  is  contraband  of  war.  But  for  this  acci- 
dental and  ephemeral  decline  the  imports  of  chemicals  would 
show  a  big  increase.    The  value  of  alcohol  imported  into 


Japan  for  chemical  purposes  has  risen  from  18,870 .".  in  1894 
to  45,9272.  in  1895,  that  of  caustic  soda  from  22,2592.  to 
24,3752,  of  amorphous  phosphorus  from  19,3052.  to  27,1692., 
and  of  salicylic  acid  from  20,9812.  to  29,7482.  Chlorate  of 
potash,  however,  shows  a  fall  of  from  91,0592.  to  43,6522. 

How  should  business  be  done  in  Japan?  Consul  Satow 
folly  answers  that  question,  and  incidentally  mentions  a 
number  of  instances  in  which  Britishers  have  simply  ?dlowed 
orders  to  slip  by  for  want  of  proper  local  representation  or 
sufficient  care.  The  idea  of  sending  out  "commercial  mis- 
sions "  by  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  the  like  finds  no 
favour  with  Mr.  Satow.  For  a  few  large  industries,  such 
as  ships  and  machinery,  the  consul  recommends  the  sending 
out  of  expert  agents  who  would  bs  in  a  position  to  give  in- 
formation to  Government  and  to  large  public  companies, 
and  cultivate  their  custom,  while  passing  all  ordera 
through  one  of  the  large  British  merchants'  firms  in  Japan. 
But  that  mode  of  pushing  trade,  though  by  far  the  best  if 
the  light  man  can  be  found,  is  too  costly  for  industries 
where  the  orders  are  of  a  comparatively  small  money  value, 
and,  so  far  as  the  chemical-trade  is  concerned,  it  conid  only 
be  profitably  adopted  by  one  or  two  firms.  To  others  who 
desire  to  trade  in  Japan  the  consul  recommends  to  make 
terms  with  one  of  the  large  British  importing  firms  at  Hiogo 
or  Yokohama,  who  know  the  requirements  and  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  Japanese.  The  forming  of  direct  trade  relations 
between  firms  in  Britain  and  native  Japanese  is  deprecated 
for  many  reasons,  not  the  least  of  these  being  the  low  state 
of  commercial  morality  prevailing  among  the  Japanese 
generally.  The  British  firms  at  Yokohama  and  Hiogo,  says 
tbe  consul,  "  maintain  close  connection  with  the  Japanese 
middlemen,  and  both  importer  and  middleman  are,  in  their 
own  interests,  constantly  on  the  watch  for  all  possible 
openings,  both  for  entirely  new  classes  of  goods,  which  the 
changiug  tastes  of  the  people  at  large  may  require,  and  for 
any  prospect  of  an  increased  demand  for  those  which  are 
already  in  popular  use." 

Chemical  manufacturers  in  Europe  have  often  complained 
of  the  absurdly  stringent  purity-tests  which  the  Japanese 
customs  officials,  with  pedantic  absence  of  common  sense, 
insist  upon  applying  to  pharmaceutical  goods  imported  into 
their  country — tests  which  sometimes  result  in  the  rejection 
of  medicines  that  would  pass  muster  when  judged  by  any 
European  pharmacopceia.  This  severity  is  generally  ascribed 
to  the  desire  of  the  Japanese  to  screen  their  own  growing 
industries  at  the  expense  of  the  foreigner.  From  a  para- 
graph in  Consul  Satow's  report  it  would  seem  that  that 
idea  is  wrong.  The  Japanese  simply  cannot  help  their 
pedantry.  It  is  bred  in  the  bone,  the  hereditary  penalty  of 
their  artistic  temperament.  Their  strictness  is  applied  not 
only  co  chemicals  but  to  all  classes  of  goods.  They  will 
judge  a  rail  or  a  drain-pipe  by  canons  that  their  own  artists 
of  the  ante-shoddy  period  applied  to  a  decorative  vase  or  a 
piece  of  artwork  in  bronze.    Says  the  Consul  :— 

Strong  illustrations  of  this  tendency  have  recently  been  afforded  in  the 
case  of  a  large  import  of  cast-iron  pipes  from  Belgium  and  Scotland,  which 
is  now  taking  place  for  the  municipal  waterworks  of  Tokio. 

Every  individual  pipe  is  carefully  examined  both  inside  and  outside,  and 
on  the  observance  of  a  surface-hole,  of  no  greater  size  than  a  large  pin-head, 
the  pipe  is  at  once  marked  as  unfit  for  acceptance,  unless  at  a  reduced 
price.  So  searching  is  this  examination  that  it  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration 
to  say  that  the  exactitude  properly  expected  in  a  watch-case  is  demanded 
in  the  surface  of  a  large  iron  casting.  "  The  result,''  said  a  suffering 
Japanese  contractor, '-  of  our  loug  training  in  high  art.  We  have  been 
accustomed  for  300  years  past  to  absolute  flawlessness  in  artistic  works,  and 
our  young  tyros,  fresh  from  theoretical  training  in  the  University,  with 
little  or  no  practical  experience,  cannot  be  made  to  understand  that  the 
perfection  naturally  looked  for  in  a  work  of  art  is  impossible  in  mere 
utilitarian  work."  Each  pipe  is  then  weighed,  and  measured  lengthwise 
both  internally  and  externally,  its  thickness  tested  at  four  places,  and 
finally  tested  by  hydraulic  pressure,  the  ultimate  object  of  the  pipes  being 
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entirely  overlooked,  and  iafiuit;simal  deviations  from  the  strictest  terms 
of  the  specificities,  to  which  not  a  moment's  consideration  wou'd  be  given 
by  examiners  with  more  practical  experience,  are  at  once  fatal.  Out  "of 
2,500  tons  o:  pipes  imported  from  Belgium,  over  1,000  tons  have  been 
rejected,  and  out  of  600  tons  from  the  most  celebrated  manufacturers  iu 
Scotland,  over  150  tons  have  been  similarly  dealt  with  on  grounds  abso- 
lutely frivolous.  , 

Thtre  are  singular  points  of  resemblance  in  the  industrial 
rise  of  Japan  and  that  of  Germany.  In  both  cases  it  began  in 
the  sever  th  decade  of  the  century.  A  successful  war  brought 
enormous  sums  of  money  into  Germany,  and  gave  a  great 
impetus  to  her  industrial  life  twenty-five  years  ago.  History, 
in  this  respect,  is  repeating  itself  in  the  Japan  of  to-day. 
And  in  Japan,  as  everywhere  else  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
Germany  is  our  chief  competitor.  In  1870  Japan  imported 
#12,000,000  worth  of  goods  from  Britain,  #2,000,000  from 
Germany.  #2,500,000  frcm  France.  Last  year  she  received 
#45,000,000  worth  from  this  country,  #12,000,000  from 
Gerrraziy,  #5,500,CCO  ficm  France.  Imports  from  Britain 
have  therefore  multiplied  fourfold,  from  Germany  sixfold. 
But  it  mcst  not  be  forgotten  that  whereas,  in  1872,  GeimaDy 
had  no  direct  communications  with  Japan,  and  large  quan- 
tities of  German  goods  must  th(n  have  been  imported  as 
British,  Germany  row  sends  the  bulk  of  her  wares  direct 
and  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  the  imports  from  Britain 
is  therefore,  presumably,  of  German  origin  than  was  the  case 
twenty  three  years  ago. 


CONVEYANCE  OF  ETHER. 
The  carriage  of  ether  and  other  inflammable  liquids  by  the 
railway  companies  has  long  been  a  source  of  anxiety  both  to 
consigner  and  consignee.  To  meet  the  reasonable  desire  for 
despatch  of  small  quantities  the  Kailway  Clearing  House 
authorities  instituted  the  rule  that  ether  could  be  conveyed 
in  Winchester  quarts  packed  with  sawdust  in  cases  each  not 
to  exceed  56  lbs.  gross  weight  and  at  a  minimum  rate  of  5.s. 

Some  time  ago  an  ether  manufacturer  happened  to  send 
sixteen  of  these  package?,  presumably  of  56  lbs.  gross  each 
The  company  by  which  it  was  consigned  weighed  the  lot, 
and  finding  8  lbs.  overweight  on  the  total  consignment 
charged  as  for  one  ton.  The  manufacturer  referred  to 
lemaiked,  in  reply  to  this  charge,  that  it  would  be  reasonable 
if  a  little  latitude  was  given  ;  a  shower  of  rain  might  easily 
add  a  few  pounds'  weight  to  sixteen  cases.  Besides,  the 
56-lbs.  limit  caused  the  possibility  of  the  cases  being  too 
slight.  The  ultimate  outcome  of  the  discussion  has  been 
that  the  regulation  is  now  amended,  and  ether  is  placed  on 
the  same  lines  as  "  gasoline,"  a  more  dangerously  inflimmable 
body  than  ether.    The  regulation  now  reads  as  follows  : — 

"Ether,  in  hermetically-sealad  tins,  or  luted  and  tied-over 
bottles  packed  in  sawdust  in  cases  of  sufficient  strength, 
each  package  containing  not  more  than  28  ib?.  of  ether,  and 
the  total  weight  of  each  case  not  exceeding  84  lbs.,  minimum 

charge  5s." 

The  particular  railway  company  had  an  interview  with  the 
maker,  and  the  whole  question  of  packages  and  carriage  was 
gone  into.  Experiments  were  made  on  a  large  scale  at  this 
maker's  works  in  the  presence  of  a  railway  representative 
and  another  manufacturer,  to  ascertain  the  pressure  exerted 
in  con!aiceis  by  ether  at  various  temperatures.  Some  un- 
expected results  were  obtained  in  the  direction  of  remarkably 
low  pressures.  This  result  was  referred  to  in  a  report  of  a 
paper  read  by  Mr.  Archbutt,  before  the  Nottingham  Section 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (C  $  D.,  February  15, 
1896.  ppge  255). 

Oae  effect  of  the  experiments  with  containers  in  drums 
was  to  prove  that  the  regulation  drum  was  needlessly  strong 
and  cumbersome,  and  in  case  of  a  fire  positively  dangerous. 
A  conference  took  place  between  the  crfbials  of  the  Railway 


Clearing-house,  ether  manufacturers,  and  a  drum-maker, 
with  the  result  that  the  following  stipulations  with  regard  to 
drams  or  containers  for  conveyance  of  ether  have  been 
deter  mined  upon. 

Specification  of  Iron  Drum  for  the  Carriage  of  Ether  and 
baioltne,  contents  of  which  shall  not  exceed  ten  gallons. 

1.  The  drum  is  to  be  not  more  than  14  inches  in  diameter, 
and  is  to  be  made  of  tinned  sheet  iron,  the  body  of  No.  20 
B.W.G.  plate,  with  a  sunk  longitudinal  grooved  joint  well 
filled  with  solder.  The  ends  are  to  be  of  No.  19  B.W.G. 
plate,  with  a  camber  of  not  less  than  \  inch,  flanged 
at  the  edges,  and  let  into  the  body  of  the  drum  1  inch, 
with  the  bulge  outwards  and  the  fiaDge  inwards,  strongly 
sweated  with  solder,  and  afterwards  well  floated  with  solder 
all  round.  The  drum  is  to  be  strengthened  by  three  bands 
of  iron,  No.  14  B.W  G.  (the  ends  of  which  are  welded  or 
riveted  together),  one  band  1|  inch  wide  round  the  middle 
of  the  drum,  and  one  2  inches  wide  round  each  end,  each 
band  to  be  firmly  secured  to  the  drum  by  solder.  A  brass 
screwed  collar  and  plug  is  to  he  let  into  the  top  of  the  drum 
and  secured  by  a  washer  soldered  round  the  collar  inside. 
Painted  drums  must  be  white. 

2  Each  drum,  when  new,  must  be  tested  by  hydraulic 
pressure  of  40  lbs.  per  square  inch  without  showing  signs  of 
iDjary  or  leakage,  also  whenever  it  shows  signs  of  damage  or 
deterioration,  and  the  test  must  be  repeated  at  least  once 
every  j  ear. 

3.  When  filling  the  drum  an  air-space  equal  to  at  least 
Jjth  the  capacity  of  the  drum  must  be  left.  After  filling, 
and  before  being  banded  to  the  railway  company  for  con- 
veyance, the  senders  must  test  each  drum  by  submersion  in 
a  tank  of  water  heated  to  not  less  than  130°  F.,  to  ensure 
there  is  no  leakage. 

4  The  S3rew-plug  of  each  empty  drum  must  be  securely 
fastened  in  its  place  before  the  empty  drum  is  returned. 

5.  Damaged  drums  will  not  be  accepted  for  conveyance. 

A  further  regulation  is  fco  the  effect  that  drums  must  be 
sent  naked — that  is,  not  packed  in  casks  or  barrels — so  that 
no  risk  of  bad  packing  of  glass  containers  in  casks  or  barrels 
may  be  possible.  Of  course  the  new  drums  will  be  dearer 
than  the  old  ones. 


FORECAST  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ELECTION. 
Oae  hundred  and  eighty  postcards  were  sent  in  competi- 
tion for  our  guinea  Correspondents  were  asked  to  name 
the  first  three  and  the  last  three  as  they  would  appear  on 
the  poll.  Mr.  Carteighe  was  included  in  the  top  group  159 
time;,  and  Mr.  Martindale  was  only  a  head  behind  him  with 
153.  After  these  two  had  been  placed,  the  unanimity  of  our 
postcard  seers  broke  down.  For  the  third  place  Mr.  Hills 
got  41  and  Dr.  Symes  40  votes,  Mr.  Harrison  had  31 
believers,  Mr.  Cross  22,  Mr.  Corder  19,  Mr.  Savory  16,  Mr. 
Johnston  13,  Mr.  Park  9,  Messrs.  Gostling,  Newsholme,  and 
Wilis  5  each,  Mr.  Campkin  4,  Messrs,  Armitage,  Storrar,  and 
B  iteson  3  each,  and  Mr.  Warren  a  solitary  1.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  every  one  of  the  eighteen  candidates  had  one  or 
more  backers  for  a  front  place.  Nobody  was  irreverent 
enough  to  suggest  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Carteighe  figuring 
in  the  tail,  but  there  were  gloomy  anticipations  about  every 
other  candidate.  Two  prophets  expected  to  find  Mr. 
Martindale  among  the  final  three,  four  believed  that  Mr. 
Harrison  would  be  there,  and  the  same  number  anticipated 
a  similar  fate  for  Mr.  Hills.  Messrs.  Wills,  Armitage,  Park, 
Campkin,  and  Bateson  (in  that  order)  were  the  candidates 
generally  prognosticated  for  utter  defeat ;  but  Dr.  Symes 
was  only  placed  in  the  final  flight  by  12  voters. 

AMENDING  THE  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT. 
There  have  been  two  conferences  of  inspectors  and  manu- 
facturers of  weights  and  measures  held  at  Birmingham 
lately.  The  first  was  held  on  April  26,  and  the  second  on 
May  15.  Both  were  presided  over  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Jesse  Collings,  M  P.    The  conferors  discussed  proposals 
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drafted  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  but  they 
have  not  yet  decided  what  they  want,  for  they  have  ad- 
journed their  conference  to  June  13.  Their  aim  is  to  get 
an  amending  Act  passed,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of 
which  is  to  give  a  controlling  power  to  the  Standards 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  at  present  can  only 
recommend.  This  is  a  reform  which  is  much  needed,  and 
we  hope  it  will  be  adopted.  The  committee  piopose  that 
weights  and  measures  should  be  primarily  verified  by  officers 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  periodical 
examinations  should  be  made  by  inspectors  appointed  by 
local  authorities  as  now,  but  this  plan  did  rot  commend 
itself  to  the  conference  generally.  Proposals  intended  to 
make  the  Act  less  annoying  to  honest  traders,  but  more 
severe  towards  the  fraudulent  ones,  are  also  under  considera- 
tion. Among  the  minor  amendments  suggested  we  find  a 
clause  abolishing  apothecaries'  weights  of  1  cz.  and  upwards, 
on  the  ground  that  the  troy  ounce  being  identical  with  the 
apothecaries'  ounce  there  is  no  advantage  in  retaining  botb. 
14  is  also  proposed  that  apothecaries'  measures  shall  be 
always  graduated  on  both  sides,  and  that  the  graduations 
shall  not  be  less  than  one-twelfth  of  an  iach  apart.  Except 
these  trifling  matters  nothing  specially  affecting  chemists  is 
proposed. 

INSURANCE  AGAINST  DISPENSING-ACCIDENTS. 
When  it  was  reported  last  December  that  a  wholesale 
•drug-house  had  paid  2,8C0£.  as  damages  and  costs  in  con- 
sequence of  a  fatal  accident  being  traced  to  the  occurrence 
of  a  mistake  in  chemicals  at  their  establishment,  many 
chemists,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  felt  the  need  of  a  system 
of  insurance  which  should,  to  some  extent,  protect  individuals 
from  the  ruinous  results  which  it  was  felt  might  happen  to 
any  one  of  them.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
subject  came  before  the  directors  of  more  than  one  insurance 
company,  but  only  one  of  these  companies  has  found  it 
practicable  to  work  out  a  scheme.  Particulars  of  a '  Caemist3 
and  Druggists'  Indemnity  Insurance"  are  placed  before  the 
trade  in  our  Supplement  this  week  by  the  Northern  Acci- 
dent Insurance  Company,  and  deserve  at  least  careful 
consideration.  The  London  secretary  of  the  company  has 
informed  us  that  the  directors  were  greatly  interested  in  the 
account  of  the  mutual- insurance  system  which  we  described 
early  this  year  as  being  in  operation  among  French  phar- 
maciens.  We  also  described  at  the  same  time  (January  11, 
1896)  the  plan  on  which  a  French  insurance  company  woiks 
this  kind  of  business.  The  Korthern  Insurance  Company's 
policies  indemnify  chemists  and  druggists  against  the 
pecuniary  risks  of  accidents  resulting  from  mistakes  in  their 
pharmacies  to  the  extent  of  a  sum  to  be  agreed  upon.  An 
insurance  to  the  amount  of  100/.  can  be  effected  for  the 
annual  payment  of  a  premium  of  10s  ,  plus  an  annual  pay- 
ment of  2s.  Qd.  per  head  for  every  person  engaged  in  the 
dispensing  and  sale  of  drugs  in  the  shop.  Thus,  a  chemist 
who  might  wish  to  insure  himself  against  this  risk  to  the 
amount  of  £00/.,  and  wbo-e  shop  should  be  manned,  say,  by 
himself,  two  assistants,  and  one  apprentice,  would  have  to 
pay  10s.  x  5  =  21.  10s ,  and  2s  f:d  x  4  =  10s  ,  or  31.  per  annum 
One  further  advantage  would  be  that  the  company  would 
undertake  the  defence  of  any  action,  if  such  should  be 
forced  upon  the  chemist.  We  understand  that  similar  terms 
would  apply  to  wholesale  druggists,  and  we  presume  in  their 
•case  only  the  assistants  actually  engaged  in  handling  drugs 
would  have  to  be  paid  for.  The  company's  London  office  i3 
at  23  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 

INTER- AM  ERIC  AN  TRADE  RELATIONS. 
At  the  time  when  Mr.  Blaine  was  an  important  factor  in 
American  politics  we  used  to  bear  a  lot  about  a  Pan-American 
Customs  Union  and,  generally,  about  the  establishing  of 
closer  relaticn-.hips  between  the  United  States  and  the 


countries  of  Latin  America.  There  was  nothing  of  aty  con- 
sequence in  the  ides,  for  although  South  and  Central 
America  have  a  'arge  trade  with  the  United  States,  there  are 
no  natural  ties  between  Latin  and  Anglo-Saxon  America ; 
and,  as  for  reciprocity  in  Customs  matters,  the  natural  pro- 
ducts of  the  Latin- American  Republics  compete  in  many 
cases  with  those  of  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union,  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  a  whole,  are,  therefore, 
by  no  means  enthusiastically  in  favour  of  it.  Reciprocity, 
indeed,  has  been  tried  with  some  of  the  Latin-American 
Republics  with  signally  unsatisfactory  results  Now,  how- 
ever, according  to  the  New  York  Shipping  and  Commercial 
List,  another  organised  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  gain  the 
markets  of  South  America  for  the  United  States.  The 
originator  of  the  scheme  was  the  United  States  Minister  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Theodore  C.  Search,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  going  to 
"organise  a  party  of  thirty  representative  American  business- 
men to  visit  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Brazil,  in  response  to 
invitations  extended  by  tho  Governments  of  those  countries, 
who  will  receive  the  visitors  as  their  guests.''  The  tour  will 
cover  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September,  the  most 
comfortable  and  most  pleasant  period  of  the  year  for  such 
a  journey,  when  the  social  season  is  in  full  swing  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Monte  Video.  The  party 
will  travel  to  South  America  rid  London  and  Lisbon. 
Pernambuco,  Rio,  Monte  Video,  and  Buenos  Ayres  will  be 
visited  successively,  and  the  chief  industrial  centres  of 
Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina  inspected,  and  the  visitors 
will  return,  as  they  cDme,  rid  England.  " 


Beesley  —On  May  15,  at  Banbury,  Thomas  Beesley, 
chemist  and  druggie,  J  P.,  F.C.S  ,  a  member  of  the  London 
University.    Aged  78. 

Cavill. — On  May  16,  at  the  residence  of  her  son-in-law, 
R.  Prust,  chemise,  Cardiff,  Jane,  relics  of  the  late  George 
Cavill.    Aged  75. 

Marriott — On  May  14,  at  Upper  Parade,  Leamington, 
Emily,  the  wife  of  Mr.  T.  Eastace  Marriott,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Leamicgton. 

Ridley. — On  May  15  after  a  very  short  illness,  at  his 
residence,  Helenscote,  Henley  Road,  Ipswich,  Albert  Cowell 
Ridley,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Grim  wade,  Ridley  &  Co  , 
chemists, druggists, &c  ,  Ipswich.  Aged  60.  Mr.  Ridley  belonged 
to  an  old  Ipswich  family,  and  like  his  predecessors  played  no 
mean  part  in  helping  forward  tae  development  of  his  native 
towr.  John  R  d.'ey,  William  Ridley,  G.;orge  Ridley,  Henry 
Ridley  were  all  gentlemen  whe,  in  their  day  and  generation, 
occupied  prominent  positions  in  thetown.  T tie  last-named  was 
the  first  chemist,  and,  in  partnership  with  the  late  Mr.  Edward 
Grimwade,  established  the  well-known  fiim  of  Grimwade, 
Ridley  k  Co.  He  died  in  1344,  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  39.  His  son,  Mr.  Albeit  Cowell  Ridley,' wholesale 
chemist,  was  also  in  partnership  with  the  genial  and  patriotic 
Alderman  Grimwade,  and  remained  so  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Grimwade  some  ten  years  ago.  From  that  time  Mr. 
Ridley  carried  on  the  establishment  with  the  assistance  of 
his  soce.  He  was  ooly  taken  ill  on  tbe  Sunday  before  his 
death.  In  politics  Mr.  Ridley  was  an  ardent  Liberal,  and  an 
active  Nonconformist. 

Ryan — On  May  19,  at  hia  residence,  118  Francis  Street, 
John  Ryan,  M.D.,  at  an  advanced  age.  Dr.  Ryan  was  one  of 
the  oiiginal  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  a  most  cjurteaus  gentleman,  and  much 
esteemed  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  o£  his  acquaintance. 

Silk  — Oa  April  .30,  at  St.  John's,  Worcester,  Ada  Emily 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Silk,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  39. 
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Citric  %tiix  in  °§tmon-jixmt 

By  H.  H.  Kobins,  F.C.S. 

QINCE  1888  I  have  had  exceptional  opportunities  of 
O  examining  lemon-juice  as  squeezed  from  lemons  in  the 
manufacture  of  candied  lemon- peel— the  source  of  the  bulk 
of  lemon- juice  sold  in  this  country  (with  the  exception  of 
that  used  in  the  production  of  citric  acid).  The  fruit  used 
arrives  in  December  and  January,  and  lemons  of  these  ship- 
ments are  considered  to  contain  juice  at  its  maximum 
acidity.  From  time  to  time  samples  of  natural  juice  have 
been  returned  to  my  firm  by  wholesale  druggists  on  account 
of  non-agreement  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  standard, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  firms  find  a  difficulty  in 
obtaining  unfortified  natural  juice  of  the  requisite  acidity. 

As  I  have  failed  to  find  an§r  record  of  analytical  work  that 
truly  represents  the  acidity  of  lemon-juice  as  it  is  to  be 
found  distributed  in  the  shops,  and  as  supplied  in  large 
quantities  for  the  manufacture  of  lemon-squash,  cordials, 
&c,  I  hope  the  results  of  the  analyses  which  I  now  submit,  and 
which  have  been  made  duriEg  the  last  seven  years,  will  be  of 
interest. 

In  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1837,  lemon  juice  was 
official  if  it  contained  32§  gr.  of  citric  acid  in  the  fluid  ounce 
This  arbitrary  standard  was  not  only  raised  in  the  present 
edition,  but  it  was  made  more  elastic,  and  we  now  find  that 
a  fluid  ounce  should  have  an  acidity  varying  from  36  gr. 
to  46  gr.  I  have  endeavoured  to  find  some  published  work 
that  would  justify  these  latter  figures.  Mr.  Stoddart,  in  a 
paper  read  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at 
Norwich  in  1863,  states  that  "  on  February  23  he  bought  a 
lot  of  lemons  from  six  different  shops,  and,  after  mixing 
them,  pressed  eight,  and  these  gave  juices  yielding  from  40  gr. 
to  46  gr.  per  oz."    He  made  in  all  six  analyses. 

This,  I  presume,  is  the  foundation  of  the  present,  standard. 
In  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society  for  1875  a  paper 
appears  by  R.  Warington  on  the  "Chemistry  of  Tartaric  and 
Citric  Acids."  This  writer  says  that  he  found  Sicifian-sqnefz?d 
juice  to  have  an  acidity  of  16  4  gr.  to  24-6  gr  ,  and  English- 
squeezed  juice  29  8  to  35  6  gr.  per  fl,  oz.  These  juices  were 
pressed  from  fruit  that  had  been  gathered  at  intervals 
between  November  and  the  end  of  May.  He  explains  that 
the  large  differences  noticeable  in  the  relative  acidities  of 
the  juices  are  due  to  fine  early  fruit  only  being  used  in  this 
country  for  squeezing-purpeses. 

Howell  Williams  [now  T.  H.  W.  Idris]  at  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference,  1889,  stated  that,  as  far  as  his  expe- 
rience went,  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  standard  is  much  too 
high.  From  30  to  3B  gr.  of  citric  acid  per  fl.  oz.  would  more 
correctly  represent  the  amount  present  in  lemon-juice  as 
commonly  obtained  from  the  finest  imported  fruit  daring  the 
winter  months,  and  from  20  to  30  gr.  per  oz.  when  the  juice 
is  pressed  in  summer.  In  the  discussion  which  followed, 
Mr.  Conroy  said  that  his  experience  was  that  8  7  per  cent. 
(  =  38  gr.  per  fl.  oz  )  was  a  fair  average  for  the  acid. 

T.  A.  Ellwood,  in  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Chemists' 
Agsistants'  Association  in  1890,  says  that  "  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia maximum  strength  for  lemon-juice  is  higher  than 
Nature  warrants,"  and  suggests  that  "  30  gr.  and  upwards  " 
should  be  the  standard.  He  found  lemon-juice  to  vary  from 
32  gr.  citric  acid  per  fl.  oz.  in  August  to  42  gr.  in  December, 
the  average  for  the  year  beirjg  37  4  gr. 

Hassall,  in  "  Food  and  its  Adulteration,"  gives  the  analyses 
of  lemon  juice  from  two  well-known  London  houses,  the 
acidity  varying  from  37  5  to  38  5  gr.  per  fl,  oz.  These 
samples,  he  says,  when  judged  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
standard  (33  43  gr.  per  fl.  oz  ),  will  be  seen  to  exceed  it  by 
nearly  1  per  cent. 

I  have  a  report  of  an  analysis  made  by  Messrs.  Ogston  & 
Moore,  Messina,  of  raw  lemon-juice,  the  product  from  the 
largest  manufacturers  of  that  city,  and  this  states  that  the 
juice  of  the  season  1894  contained  from  8  to  8  7  per  cent, 
citric  acid  (35  to  38  gr.  per  fl.  oz.),  and  is  guaranteed  to  be 
"  quite  pure." 

From  the  foregoing  it  can  b8  gathered  that  all  workers  on 
this  subject  (with  one  exception  only)  have  produced  results 
that  prove  the  official  standard  to  be  much  too  high.  This  is 
in  accordance  with  my  experience  and  opinion.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  of  the  work  which  I  have  dane  are  sub- 
stantial corroboration : — 


Method  of  taking  Samples  for  Analysis. — In  the  seasons 
from  1888  to  1896  samples  of  juice  were  always  taken  the 
same  day  as  the  fruit  was  pressed,  and  each  represented  about) 
900  gallons,  or  an  average  of  a  shipment,  so  that  the  average 
of  the  season  is  equivalent  to  the  total  shipments.  The  juice 
was  then  set  aside  for  twelve  hours,  in  order  that  most  of 
its  flocculent  matter  would  subside  ;  the  supernatant  liquid 
was  then  filtered  through  paper.  I  may  say  here  that  the 
lemons  are  all  pressed  itdividually,  care  being  taken  that 
"  the  caps  " — i  e.,  the  halves — are  not  broken. 

Method  of  Analysis. — The  specific  gravity  was  taken  at 
15°  C,  and  the  quantity  used  was  either  the  calculated1 
weight  of  a  fluid  ounce,  or  a  definite  volume  in  c.c.  The 
juice,  after  dilution  with  water,  was  titrated  with  normal 
soda  solution,  with  phenolphthalein  as  the  indicator.  Fol- 
lowing WariDgton's  method  a  quantity  of  the  soda  solution 
was  run  in  that  represented  a  little  less  than  the  required 
quantity  ;  the  whole  was  then  boiled,  and  when  quite  cold, 
the  titration  was  completed.  The  end  of  the  reaction  is- 
very  well  marked  ;  a  slight  correction  was  made  to  allow  for 
the  alkaline  condition  of  the  titrated  juice.  All  the  acidity 
was  calculated  as  citric  acid  (H3C0H-O7,H2O),  for  the  organic 
acids,  other  than  this,  do  not  amount  to  more  than  1  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  The  volatile  acids,  also,  do  not  interfere 
to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Average  of  the  Seasons. 


Sp.  Gr. 

Grains  Citric  Acid 
per  fl.  oz. 

1-040 

35-0 

1-038 

33-5 

1043 

35-5 

1*91  

1041 

35-0 

1892  

1-040 

35-0 

1893   

1-042 

360 

1044 

36-9 

1895   

1042 

34  9 

1896  

1-043 

361 

"The  season,"  it  should  be  remembered,  relates  only  to 
fi  uit  that  arrives  in  December  and  Jariuaiy.  In  the  majority 
of  these  averages  it  will  be  seen  that  the  acidity  is  below- 
the  B.P.  minimum. 

Not  wishiDg  to  rely  solely  on  juice  squeezed  by  my  own 
firm,  I  obtained  samples  (six  in  all)  of  the  season's  produce 
from  three  other  London  houses.  These  were  for  the  season 
1895.    They  gave,  on  analysis,  the  following  figures  : — 

Simple  Grains  per  fl.  oz. 

No.  1   39  8 

No.  2    33-5 

No.  3    ..  37-2 

No.  4    35-2 

No.  5    32  5 

No.  6    34-31 

Average    ..  35  4 

In  1895  I  examined,  from  time  to  time,  the  juice  of  fruit; 
shipped  from  Palermo  and  Messina,  and  in  the  following, 
tables  are  the  results.  The  fruit  necessary  for  this  I  obtained 
always  from  the  'same  dealer.  The  marks  on  the  cases  gava 
the  port  of  shipment,  and  the  dates  are  those  of  the  sales 
of  the  fruit  on  the  London  market : — 

Messina  Fruit. 


Date 


March  7    . . 
March  27  .. 
April  10    . . 
Mayl       ..  ' 
May  21 
June  11 
July  8 
July  29 
August  15 . . 
September  23 
October  24 . . 
December  6 
December  23 


Sp.  Gr. 


1-042 

1-0425 

1-0415 

1-044 

1-037 

1-035 

1-0365 

1-C38 

1-037 

1-035 

1-C58 

1-044 

1-044 


Grains  Acid 
per  fl.  oz. 


35-  79  > 

36-  743  f 
34-089 
3436  ) 

28-  039  f 

29-  073 

29-  55  ) 
31-007  J 
31-57 

30-  05 
40-04 

37-  31  ) 
36-43  J 


Average  of 
the  Month 


36-  26 
34-089 
31-199 

29-  073 

30-  278 

31-  57 
3005 
4004 

37-  36 


Total  average,  33-32. 
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Palermo  Fruit. 


Dite 

Sp.  Gr. 

Grains  Acid 
per  fl.  oz. 

March  7  .. 

1-045 

36-805 ) 

March  27  .. 

1-0145 

38-33  f 

April  10  .. 

1-043 

34-212 

May  1 

1-044 

35-97  i 

May  21 

1-039 

29-88  f 

•June  11 

1-036 

28-73 

Julv8 

1-037 

30-68  i 

July  29 

1038 

30-44  !" 

August  15.. 

1-040 

31-46 

September  23 

1034 

29-33 

October  24  . . 

1-050 

36-6  5 

December  6 

1-046 

39845  1 

December  23 

1-045 

33  79  J 

Average  of 
the  Mouth 


37-56 

34-212 

32-92 

28-  73 

30-  56 

31-  46 

29-  33 
36  66 


39-31 


Total  average,  33'4. 

In  the  month  of  November  I  could  not  obtain  either 
Messina  or  Palermo  fruit  different  from  those  that  I  examined 
in  October.  The  dealer  had  some  from  Naples  and  Malaga, 
and  these  upon  analysis  gave : — 


Date 


Sp.  Gr. 


iJSov.  8  (Naples) 
•  „  (Malaga) 


1-033 
1-042 


Grains  Acid 
per  fl.  oz. 


30-22  | 
35-49  j 


Average 


32-85 


Although  Palermo  fruit  is  generally  considered  to  yield 
juice  of  stronger  acidity,  there  seems  to  be  practically  little 
advantage  in  it  on  this  account. 

The  table  which  follows  contains  the  particulars  of  juice 
obtained  from  all  sources  from  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1895  to  the  ecd  of  February,  1896.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
average  of  the  last  two  seasons,  slightly  reduced  by  the  in- 
clusion of  the  figures  from  the  yield  throughout  the  year  of 
the  Messina  and  Palermo  fruit : — 


Date 


1395 

J  anuary 

February 

i>  •  • 

March  to  December 

.  November 

189o" 


January 
Pebruarv 


Grain:!  Acid  ;  Average  of  the 
per  fl.  oz.  .  Mouth. 


36-  7 
34-6 

33-  7 

34-  6 

35-  4 

33-32 
33-4 
30-22 
35  49 

32-93 

37-  57 
35-95 
37-1 


35 


35 


33-36 

3235 


35-  25 

36-  52 


Port  of  Shipment 


Messina 

Syracuse 
Messina 
Not  known.  (From 
three  other  Loudon 
houses.) 

Messina 
Palermo 
Naples 
Malaga 

Syracuse 

Milazzo 
Syracuse 

Messina 


Total  average,  35  23  grains  per  fl.  oz. 

As  I  have  previously  said,  any  standard  that  is  fixed  for 
the  acidity  of  lemon-juice  should  be  largely  based  on  the 
condition  of  it  as  it  is  produced  in  the  season.  The  season 
that  has  just  closed  has  from  my  experience  been  rather 
better  than  usual.  The  lemons  have  arrived  in  finer  con- 
dition, due,  no  doubt,  to  more  care  in  their  selection.  The 
acidity  of  the  juice  just  comes  above  the  minimum  of  the 
standard.  This  is  still  very  much  below  the  strength  of 
juice  as  found  by  Stoddart.  That  it  does  vary  from  season 
to  season  I  am  convinced,  but  it  is  within  comparatively 
narrow  limits. 

Lemon-juice  loses  a  little  acidity  and  decreases  in  gravity 
on  keeping,  as  evidenced  by  these  two  samples : — 

February,  1892  ..  sp.  gr.  1-040  . .  35  gr.  acid  per  fl.  oz. ) 
November,  1832  ..        „     1-032    ..    33-8  1 


February,  1894 
July,  1894 


1-042 
1-032 


36 
35  5 


In  February,  1893,  I  examined  a  sample  of  juice  obtained 
t»y  hydraulic  pressure  from  fruit  that  was  partly  rotten.  Its 


sp.  gr.  was  1031,  and  its  acidity  was  equal  to  15  8  gr.  citric 
acid  per  fl.  oz. ;  the  flavour  was  very  objectionable.  Sound 
fruit  from  the  same  shipment  gave  juice  testing  35  2  gr. 

A  sample  of  imported  juice  offered  for  sale  in  November, 
1893,  was  of  sp.  gr.  1028,  and  contained  191  gr.  acid 
per  fl.  oz. 

A  sample  of  juice  from  Palermo  fruit  shipped  to  Hull 
January,  1894,  nad  sp.  gr.  1-046,  and  contained  38  gr.  acid 
per  fl.  oz. 

In  January,  1895.  I  examined  a  sample  labelled,  "Lemon- 
juice,  prepared  from  fresh  lemons."  It  was  quite  bright, 
and  of  a  pleasant  odour.  The  sp.  gr.  was  1024,  and  it  con- 
tained 36  6  gr.  of  citric  acid  per  fl.  oz.  It  was  preserved 
with  salicylic  acid.  This,  of  course,  was  an  artificial  juice, 
for  no  natural  juice  of  such  a  gravity  would  have  so  great 
an  acidity.  This  juice  was  being  offered  for  sale  at  a  fancy 
price,  in  pint  bottles,  for  the  home  manufacture  of  lemon- 
squash. 

I  would  suggest  that  in  the  next  edition  of  the  B.P.  the 
standard  be  altered  to  33  gr.  of  citric  acid  and  upwards 
per  fl.  oz. 

Messrs.  Chas.  Southwell  &  Co.,  wholesale  confectioners, 
Dockhead,  have  very  kindly  placed  every  facility  in  my  way 
for  this  investigation. 


Ht  the  Counter. 


"  Threepennvvtorth  of  Boston  Pivey  "  is  what  they  send 
for  in  Cornwall. 


Mr.  Kobert3,  Woolwich,  contributes  the  following 
" funny  spells  "  :  "Mighty  of  silver,"  "  Porocine  of  acide," 
"Surop  of  squares." 


A  Wolverhampton  chemist  gives  us  the  incident  which 
follows: — Enter  a  young  woman.  "I  want  a  tooth-brush, 
please."  Pharmacist:  "  Certainly  ;  hard  or  soft  ?  "  Customer: 
"  I  don't  know — (with  a  sudden  inspiration)  it's  for  a  married 
woman ! " 


"  Yellow  Hocea,"  may  tickle  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand why  some  English  people  put  h's  where  they  should 
not  be  and  turn  the  letter  "  r  "  into  "  a."  A  HuddersfLeld 
subscriber  sends  the  curiosity,  and  he  has  a  customer  who 
asks  for  "  sink  oil  ment." 


Scene. — Pharmacy  in  a  fashionable  watering-place. 
Enter  swell  customer,  who  addresses  junior  apprentice. 
"  Aw  !  Are  you  the  eldest  assistant  on  the  place?  "  Junior 
Apprentice  :  "  No,  sir.  I  will  fetch  the  senior  assistant." 
Senior  Assistant :  "  Well,  sir  1 "  Swell  Customer :  "  A  penny- 
worth of  acid  drops,  please." 


Customer:  "  Now,  Mr.  Piller,  I  want  something  to  maker 
the  hair  grow.  ^What  can  you  recommend  ?  " 
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THE  honorary  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  is  limited  to  fifty,  and  the  Council  of 
the  Society  succeeds  in  confining  the  list  to  men  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  science  as  related  to  medicine 
and  pharmacy,  and  bestowing  it  without  respect  to  nation- 
ality. The  oldest  honorary  member  now  living  is  Sir 
Douglas  Maclagan,  M.D  ,  of  Edinburgh,  who  was  elected  in 
3  852,  and  following  him  come  Dr.  J.  E.  De  Viij,  Sir  A.  B. 
Garrod,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  Nils  P.  Hamberg,  M.D.,  of  Stock- 
holm, who  were  elected  in  1856.  At  least  three  of  these 
gentlemen  are  known  to  the  present  generation,  and  the 
reputation  of  their  work  is  not  forgotten.  Now  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  have  added  three  other  names  to  the  list, 
recognising  thereby  three  branches  of  science — botany, 
pharmacognosy,  and  chemistry. 

Isaac  Bayley  Balfour,  M.D,  FRS.,  the  botanist,  is  pro- 
fessor of  that  subject  in  the  Edinburgh  University,  and 


regiu3  keeper  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  there.  Dr.  Balfour  is 
a  link  between  the  past  and  present  systems  of  botany.  As 
a  student  of  his  father's,  the  late  Professor  J.  H,  Balfour, 
field-botany  became  with  him  a  special  study,  and  as  a  lad 
he  made  a  record  by  collecting  some  thousands  of  British 
plants  in  one  year.  After  graduating  in  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Edinburgh,  he  retained  his  connection  with 
botany,  and  was  appointed  naturalist  to  an  expedition  which 
visited  Socotra.  There  Dr.  Balfour  saw  the  king  of  the 
island,  who  gave  him  many  interesting  things,  amongst 
them  some  real  Socotrine  aloes  in  monkey -skins.  Dr.  Balfour 
also  got  specimens  of  the  plant,  from  which  it  was  once  for 
all  determined  that  it  is  Aloe  Perryi,  but,  sad  to  say,  the 
aloes  turned  out  to  have  a  mere  trace  of  aloin  in  it. 
Dr.  Balfour  was  afterwards  appointed  professor  of  the 
subject  in  Glasgow,  and,  on  Professor  Dickson's  death 
succeeded  him  in  the  Edinburgh  chair,  as  Professor  Dickson 
had  succeeded  his  father.  We  have  said  that  Dr.  Balfour 
is  a  link  between  the  past  and  present  systems  of  botany, 
meaning  thereby  that  he  has  not  allowed  enthusiasm  for  the 
biological  side  of  the  science  to  blot  out  his  respect  for  that 
practical  side  which  has  eniiched  materia  medica  and  pro- 
vided us  with  such  collectors  as  Aitchlson,  Trimen,  and  Watt. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  such  a  man  remains  in  the 
high  places  of  the  science. 

As  a  pharmacognosist,  Wilhelm  Oswald  Alexander  Tschircb, 
of  Berne,  has  taken  the  pharmaceutical  world  by  surprise. 
He  is  not  yet  40,  for  it  was  at  Gieben,  in  Prussia,  that  he  was 
born  on  October  17,  1856.  Sixteen  years  later  he  was  in- 
itiated into  the  art  of  the  apotheker,  and  in  due  course 
became  a  Pb.D ,  with  an  abncrmal  love  for  botanv,  and 


ability  in  other  branches  of  science.  We  nor1,  for  example, 
that  after  his  graduation  he  spent  some  time  in  the  labora- 
tory of  the  public  ana- 
lyst for  Berlin ;  then 
became  a  lecturer  on 
botany,  first  at  Fried  - 
lich  Wilhelm's  College, 
then  at  the  Agricul- 
tural College  in  Berlir. 
So  far  pharmacognosy 
had  not  had  particular 
interest  for  him ;  but 
Professor  Fliickiger  go ; 
him  to  revise  his 
"  Grundlage  der  Phai  - 
macognosie,"  and  that 
set  him  upon  the  lice 
of  research  which  bas 
resulted  in  the  splendid 

"  Anatomischer    Atlas  ^jflH^HI 
derPbarmaccgnosieurjd  .  \ 

Nahrungsmittelkunde.''  j' 
now  in  course  of  pub- 
lication,   and  written 
by   him  and    Dr.  O. 
Oesterle.       He  bas 

visited  the  East  on  behalf  of  the  Berlin  Royal  Academy  of 
Science,  the  object  of  his  visit  being  to  study,  in  leeo, 
Indian  drugs,  spices-,  and  other  useful  plants',  to  collect 
reliable  information  on  the  spot-,  and  to  obtain  photographs 
or  drawings  of  the  habitats  of  the  plants.  He  wrote  a  book 
about  it,  which  some  of  our  readers  may  remember.  "  In- 
dische  Heil  und  Nutzpflatzen  ucd  deren  Cultur,"  it  is  called. 
In  1890  he  was  appointed  professor  of  pharmacognosy  and 
director  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Institute  of  Berne  University. 
Before  he  left  Berlin  he  helped  to  found  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  there.  Those  who  know  him  well  consider  him  to 
be  one  of  the  most  charming  of  men — Bohemian,  brilliant  in 
conversation,  an  ardent  student,  and  enthusiastic  in  all  that 
pertains  to  pharmacognosy. 

Dr.  Thomas  Edward  Thorpe,  the  chemist  of  the  group, 
succeeded  Dr.   Bell  two  years  ago  at  Somerset  House, 

becoming  director  of 
the  Inland  Revenue 
laboratories  there  and 
of  the  Ca stores  labora- 
tory. He  has  many 
titles — B.Sc.  Victoria, 
Ph.D.  Heidelberg, 
D.Sc.  Dublin,  and 
LL.D.  Glasgow  (the 
two  latter  being 
honorary  degrees),  is 
an  F.R.S  ,  treasurer 
of  the  Chemical 
Society,  formerly 
served  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  in  the 
same  capacity  but 
resigned  his  member- 
ship, and  is  a  past 
president  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical 
Industry.  As  a  professor  of  chemistry  he  taught  at  Ander- 
son's College  (Glasgow),  Yorkshire  College  (Leeds),  and  the 
Royal  College  of  Science  (South  Kensir  gton),forsakiog  the  last 
place  for  the  quiet  of  his  sanctum  at  Somerset  House.  As  an 
investigator  he  has  studied  a  more  varied  set  of  subjects 
than,  perhaps,  any  other  living  chemist  (James  Young,  the 
paraffin  discoverer,  Kekule,  and  Roscoa  are  men  whom 
he  has  collaborated  with),  and  what  he  does  not 
know  in  regard  to  the  physical  and  inorganic  sides  of 
chemistry  is  not  worth  learnirjg.  As  an  author  he  has 
published  a  classic  manual  of  inorganic  chemistry  for 
students*,  converted  the  practical  portions  of  Watts's  "  Dic- 
tionary "  into  an  admirable  ''Dictionary  of  Technical' 
Chemistry,"  and  there  are  other  books  the  authorship  of 
which  he  admits.  He  was  wont  to  drop  into  pharmaceutical' 
conference  meetings  when  they  were  held  in  the  same  place 
as  the  British  Association,  and  on  one  occasion  read  a  paper 
on  "  Glycerine  of  Gallic  Acid."    He  is  a  very  popular  man 
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in  Chemical  Society  circles,  and  when  he  speaks  one  is 
always  struck  with  the  unfathomableness  of  his  store  of 
practical  expeiiencp,  and  the  wideness  of  his  readbog  in  the 
classics  and  current  literature  of  chemistry.  He  also  knows 
most  of  the  leading  chemists  of  the  present  generation  and 
what  they  are  doing ;  and  when  he  takes  the  presidential 
chair  of  the  Chemical  Society,  as  he  doubtless  will  ere  long, 
he  will  be  regarded  as  the  successor  of  Playfair,  with  whom 
some  of  his  earlier  researches  are  associated. 


IReviews  ant>  OUterar^  Botes* 


Gleanings  from  Patent  Laws  of  all  Countries.    By  W.  Lloyd 
Wise,  F.R.G.S.    London  :  Cassell  &  Co.  2s. 

This  is  a  most  useful  little  book  to  patentees.  It  gives 
concisely,  and  in  uniform  style,  a  review  of  patent  laws 
abroad  in  a  more  convenient  manner  than  in  any  other  work 
we  know  of.  The  ordinaiy  text  books  are  too  bulky,  and 
the  information  in  them  too  diffused  to  be  acceptable  to 
others  than  lawyers  and  specialist?.  The  information  pro- 
vided shows  who  may  obtain  a  patent,  the  kinds  of  patents 
that  are  granted,  what  is  patentable,  how  to  proceed  to 
obtain  a  patent,  the  fees  payable  on  application  and  to  keep 
the  patent  in  force,  and,  in  addition,  an  endeavour  is  given, 
as  regards  each  country  dealt  with,  to  indicate  the  vaiious 
industries  and  their  extent,  with  the  object  of  enabling 
inventors  to  judge  where  their  inventions  are  likely  to  stand 
a  chance  of  coming  into  use.  In  the  articles  relating  to 
some  of  the  more  important  countries  especially,  the  in- 
dustries are  noticed  pretty  fully,  much  information  being 
condensed  into  a  small  space.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  the 
completed  work.  The  present  vo'ume  deals  with  twenty-two 
countries — viz.,  Argentine  Republic  to  Germany,  inclusive. 

The  Art  of  Compounding.  A  text-book  for  Students  and  a 
reference-book  for  Pharmacists  at  the  prescription 
counter.  By  Wilbur  L.  Scoville.  Philadelphia:  P. 
Blakiston,  Son  &  Co  ;  London :  J.  &  A.  Churchill. 
Large  8vo.    264  pp.  12s. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  author  of  this  book  should  have 
chosen  for  it  a  title  recalling  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  for  it 
at  once  suggests  a  comparison  with  the  latter  book,  when 
there  is  found  so  much  in  common  between  them  that  one  is 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  has 
supplied  the  framework,  if  not  the  tissues  and  integument. 
Thus  a  section  of  the  "  Contents  "  of  each  runs  as  follows  : — 


Art  of  Dispensing. 

PUls 

Tabellse  and  pastils 

Oapsnles 

Powders 

Suppositories,  &c. 

Ointments 

Plasters 


Art  of  Compounding. 
Pills 

Lozenges,   .   .   .   tablets,  pas 

tilles,  &c. 
Powders 
Suppositories 
Ointments 
Cerates  and  plasters 


It  is  true  that  the  author  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to 
"  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  amongst  "  other  journals,"  and  with 
that  the  ordinary  reader  will  be  content ;  indeed,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  only  a  few  persons  will  be  able  to  detect 
that  Mr.  Scoville's  sequence  of  thought  bears  any  resemblance 
to  that  of  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing ; "  still,  it  is  there,  and  as  the 
publishers  of  the  latter  we  feel  flattered  that  he  his  paid  us 
this  compliment. 

We  would  not  have  called  attention  to  this  matter  were  we 
not  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Scoville's  book  is  strong  enough  to 
stand  by  its  own  strength;  it  has  individuality,  and  the 
author  knows  well  what  he  is  writing  about.  This  cannot  be 
said  of  all  collations.  The  back  is  ostensibly  a  manual  for 
the  dispensing-counter,  but  is  really  a  treatise  on  practical 
pharmacy  in  a  limited  sense,  since  it  incorporates  some 
pharmacopceial  methods  in  order  to  illustrate  principles,  and 
deals  with  the  preparation  of  most  galenical  compounds.  The 
leading  feature  of  the  book  is  thai  iD  brings  all  the  recipes 
and  prescriptions  to  the  end  6f  the  chapters,  and  433  are 
brought  in  in  this  way  as  topical  illustrations. 


Essentials  of  Vegetable  Pharmacognosy :  A  Z-eatise  on  Struc- 
tural Botany,  designed  especially  'for  Pharmaceutical 
and  Medical  students,  Pharmacists,  and  Physicians. 
By  Drs.  H.  H.  Rnsby  and  Smith  Ely  Jell.  fie.  New  ifork, 
1895:  D.  O.  Hayces  &  Co. 

This  work  is  intended  to  cover  the  whole  field  cf  vegetable 
pharmaccgnosy,  and  if  fully  mastered  by  all  those  for  whom 
it  has  been  written  the  Americans  will  certainly  have  a  race 
of  very  learned  pharmacists  and  doctors.  Both  authors  are 
Professors  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy  in  New  York,  Dr. 
Rusby  holding  the  professorship  of  botany,  physiology,  and 
materia  medica,  and  Dr.  Jelhffe  that  of  pharmacognosy.  Of 
the  149  pages  to  which  the  book  runs,  the  first  hundred  are 
occupied  by  Dr.  Rusby  on  the  ••  uross  Structure  of  Plants," 
and  the  remainirg  forty -nine  by  Dr.  Jelliffe  on  the  "  Minute 
Structure  of  Plants. "  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first 
part  deals  with  the  general  structure  of  the  several  organs,  such 
as  flowers,  fruits,  leaves,  fertilisation,  germination,  and  so  on, 
while  the  second  part  is  devoted  to  their  microscopical 
structure.  Dr.  Rusby's  introduction,  which  is  perhaps 
too  much  elaborated  for  a  handbook  for  pharmaceutical 
students,  is  divided  under  separate  heads  or  "  Departments 
of  Scientific  Botany,"  including  economic  and  pharmaceu- 
tical botany.  We  fully  agree  with  Dr.  Rcsby  in  all  that  he 
says  about  the  value  oE  what  he  calls  the  gross  and  minute 
pharmacognosy. 

This  bulk  of  the  book  is  occupied  by  considerations 
of  such  subjects  as  the  nature  of  the  flower,  the  essential 
and  non-essential  organs,  the  modifications  of  floral  structure, 
structureof  fruits,  baiks,  stems,  rhizomes,  uz.  The  volume  is 
freely  interspersed  with  some  560  illustrations — for  the  most 
part  very  small  but  clear  and  distinct  cuts.  We  cannot  but  think 
that  these  figures  would  have  been  much  more  useful  had  their 
names  been  placed  beneath  each  one  instead  of  the  number 
of  the  figure.  References  to  them  can  only  be  found  by  wading 
through  the  text,  and  even  then  the  names  of  the  plants  they 
belong  to  are  not  mentioned.  We  are  aware  that  they  are 
only  given  as  examples  of  certain  characters,  6uch  as  the 
caruncule.arillus, pappus-appendages, andsuchlike;  butif  the 
illustration  of  the  caruncule  was  stated  to  be  a  castor-oil  seed, 
that  of  the  arillus  a  nutmeg  with  mace,  and  that  showing 
pappus  the  seed  of  a  strophanthus,  it  would  be  much  more 
firmly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  a  student,  who  would 
remember  these  distinctive  characters  when  he  came  to 
handle  the  real  seeds.  In  places  where  the  botanical  name  of 
the  figure  is  described  in  the  text  it  is  not  always  accurate — 
for  instance,  on  p^ge  51  is  a  representation  of  a  Brs  zil-nut  fruit, 
which  is  said  to  be  derived  from  a  species  of  Lecythis,  when, 
in  fact,  it  is  from  Berthollctia  exeelsa.  That  the  book  may  be 
found  useful  to  advanced  students  we  do  not  doubt,  but  in 
the  hands  of  a  beginner  it  would  probably  tend  only  to 
confuse  and  frighten  him  with  the  vast  mass  of  material  to  be 
mastered. 


Among  the  books  which  Messrs.  Macmillan  6c  Co.  (Limited) 
have  in  the  press  is  an  illustrated  volume  by  Professor  Wm. 
Ramsay,  F.R.S  ,  entitled  "  The  Gases  of  the  Atmosphere." 
A  "  Dictionary  of  Inorganic  Chemical  Solubilities,"  by  Mr. 
A.  M.  Coiney,  formerly  professor  of  chemistry  at  Tufts 
College;  and  an  illustrated  book  on  "  Man  acd  his  Markets," 
by  Mr.  L.  W.  Ljde,  are  also  about  to  be  published  by  the 
same  firm. 

Db.  King,  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Gardens,  has  published 
an  interesting  monograph  on  William  Roxburgh,  author  of 
the  "  Flora  Indica,"  who  succeeded  Colonel  Robert  Kyd,  the 
founder  and  first  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Seebpore,  in  November,  1793.  Roxburgh^  Indian  career 
extended  over  thirty-eight  years,  and  he  i^nst  have  made 
large  collections  of  plants  while  in  India.  Mo:>t  of  these 
appear  to  have  been  removed  from  Calcutta,  and  to  have 
formed  part  of  the  great  herbarium  of  Indian  plants  dis- 
tributed to  the  chief  scientific  institutions  in  Europe  at  the 
expense  of  the  East  India  Company.  The  want  of  complete 
sets  of  Roxburgh's  plants  is  to  some  extent,  compensated  by 
the  drawings  which  he  left  in  Calcutta  cf  the  majority  of 
the  species  named  by  him,  and  of  which  copies  are  preserved 
at  Kew. 
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gfefor  f  rcmisfs  at  Cape  ©ofoit. 


LITERALLY  the  tallest  thing  in  the  way  of  building  in 
Cape  Town  is  the  new  British  Dispensary,  constructed 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris,  from  the  designs  of  Mr.  John  Parker, 
for  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists  and  druggists.  The  building  is  not  only  the 
tallest  in  the  city,  but  for  substantiality,  thoroughness,  and 
completeness  in  detail  and  equipment  it  tikes  its  place  in 
the  first  rank.  The  building,  which  is  the  most  prominent 
one  in  the  street  (a  photograph  of  which  we  reproduce),  is  not 
a  mere  warren  of  offices  with  a  corner  on  the  top  floor 
reserved  for  the  firm  whose  name  appears  above  it.  Four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  building  is  to  be  used  by  the  firm — 


white  electric  light  and  other  conveniences.  The  manager's 
office  is  fitted  with  twenty  telephones,  four  speaking-tubes, 
and  five  electric  bells,  enabling  him  to  be  in  immediate 
communication  not  only  with  the  warehouses  and  every  part 
of  the  building:,  bat  also  with  fourteen  of  the  leading  medical 
men  in  Cape  To  wn  and  Sea  Point. 

Sleeping  accommodation  is  provided  for  several  assistants 
on  the  premises,  and  the  electric  light  is  arranged  so  that  when 
the  night- bell  rings,  the  assistant  has  but  to  touch  a  button 
beside  his  bed  and  the  light  is  turned  on  in  his  room,  in  the 
dispensary,  and  on  the  stairs. 

Bach  warehouse  on  the  upper  floors  has  an  area  of  57  by  77 
feet.  The  lantern  on  the  top  of  the  corner  tower  of  the 
buildiDg  is  not  so  fragile  as  it  seem3  to  be  from  the  street. 
It  is  a  massive  construction  of  concrete  and  iron.  The  pencil- 
like pillars  are  almost  as  thick  as  a  man's  body,  whilst  each 
of  the  golden  eagles,  which  ornament  the  faces  of  the  canopy, 
took  a  couple  of  men  to  lift.    The  view  from  this  lantern 


indeed,  only  part  of  the  first  floor  and  three  shops  are  to  be 
let.  The  splendid  corner  shop  will  be  the  firm's  dispensing- 
establishment  ;  and  the  wholesale  business  will  occupy  the 
rest  of  the  ground  floor  as  well  as  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  floors,  so  that  the  dispensary,  offices,  and  warehouses 
will  all  be  concentrated  at  one  point.  All  the  details  of  the 
establishment  have  been  planned  with  an  intelligent  anticipa- 
tion of  the  requirements  of  the  business.  For  example,  in 
all  the  cupboards  and  cases  there  is  not  a  single  lock 
or  key.  Everywhere  springs  have  been  used,  ensuring  at 
once  security  and  promptitude  in  opening  and  closing.  The 
most  modern  and  perfect  appliances  have  been  adopted  all 
over  the  place.  The  electric  light  is  in  use  from  roof  to 
basement.  On  every  floor  a  fully-equipped  fire-hydrant  with 
a  3-inch  main  is  available  in  case  of  fire,  and  an  electric 
lift  traverses  the  whole  building.  The  floors  of  the  dispen- 
sary and  photographic  department  are  of  encaustic  tiles,  as 
are  also  the  walls  of  the  staircase  leading  to  the  chambers, 
and  the  entrances  are  in  beautifully- designed  mosaic,  set  off 
with  marble.  Everywhere  space,  light,  and  air  have  been 
requisitioned  in  the  fullest  degree,  with  the  result  that  the 
whole  building  is  not  only  bright  but  cool.  The  dispensary 
is  ceiled  with  white  and  gold,  and  the  front  is  almost  entirely 
of  glass,  giving  a  maximum  of  light.  The  photographic 
department  is  on  the  ground  floor,  and  there  is  also  a  dark- 
room for  the  use  of  amateurs.   This  is  provided  with  red  and 


commands  the  entire  Table  Bay  and  valley,  and  the  spectator 
looks  over  lofty  premises  like  the  new  Post  Office  or  the 
Roval  Hotel.  Another  architectural  feature  of  this  building 
is  the  spacious  verandah  which  encircles  the  front  of  the 
building,  giving  it  a  beautiful  as  well  as  a  useful  finish. 


Souttj  ^prirarr  jjjjarmsicg. 

By  an  Australian. 


A YOUNG  Australian  pharmacist  who  has  emigrated  to 
South  Africa  has  written  home  to  Victoria  an  interest- 
ing account  of  his  pharmaceutical  impressions. ,  He  says 
that  on  the  day  he  landed  at  Cape  Town  he  had  the  offer 
of  three  situations — one  in  one  of  the  best  town  shops, 
the  others  in  the  suburbs  He  chose  one  of  the  latter,  that 
he  might  pick  up  the  Dutch,  or  Kitchen  Dutch,  as  the 
vernacular  of  the  lower  classes  is  called.  The  salary  was 
13Z.  10s.  a  month,  and  the  work  very  hard.  The  hours  were 
from  7  a.m  till  10  or  10  30  p  m.,  and  all  day  Sunday,  which, 
outside  the  town,  is  the  best  day  in  the  week,  as  the  "  hotels  " 
are  closed,  and  a  good  trade  is  done  in  tonic  "  sherry  and 
bitters  "  with  the  whites  at  2s.  6d.  a  wine  bottle,  Is.  9d.  half  a 
bottle ;  and  in  rectified  spirits  with  the  coloured  people  at 
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8s.  6d.  to  10s.  a  gallon.  Trade  is  fearfully  cut ;  patents  sell  in 
Cape  Town  at  English  prices,  and  some  of  the  town  shops 
dispense  6-oz.  mixture  at  Is.  to  Is.  Gd. ;  4  oz.,  Is. ;  2  oz.  at  9d.  to 
Is.  In  the  suburbs  the  prices  are  25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent, 
better.  The  penny  trade  is  rampant.  The  wiiter  is  now 
at  Johannesburg,  where  he  has  a  situation  in  a  wholesale 
business,  having  charge  of  a  floor  devoted  to  wet  and  dry 
goods,  with  a  salary  of  16Z.  10s.  a  month.  He  has  three  boys 
under  him  putting  up  Dutch  medicines  in  1-cz  bottles. 
Owing  to  the  Jameson  troubles,  business  was  done  on  a  c.o.d. 
basis,  but  as  a  rule  there  is  a  discount  of  10  per  cent,  given 
for  cash  payments  on  receipt  of  invoice,  or  5  per  cent,  at 
thirty  days.  At  Johannesburg  the  chemists'  shops  are  better 
than  those  at  the  Cape,  but  still  not  equal  to  shops  in 
Australia.  Registered  men — that  is,  registered  in  the  country 
— get  up  to  801.  a  month ;  food  costs  30s.  a  week.  If  lodging 
is  included  with  the  board,  sharing  a  room  with  one  or  two 
others,  the  charge  is  81.  a  month,  and  washiog  4s.  a  dozen, 
which  is  a  gi eat  item  in  such  a  dusty  country.  Frequently 
the  shops  have  notices  on  the  doors — "  Come  in  ;  closed  on 
account  of  dust."  Often  in  the  daytime  you  cannot  see  half- 
way across  the  street,  or  recogcise  a  passer-by  on  the 
footpath.  During  the  troubles  in  Johannesburg  the  Austra- 
lians were  the  best-looking  body  that  turned  out,  and  "looked 
grand  "  mounted  in  uniform.  The  way  they  rode  astonished 
the  Boers,  and  the  crowd  cheered  them  whenever  they 
appeared.  In  Cape  Colony  the  Australians  are  not  liked, 
because  they  have  too  much  "  go ; "  but  in  the  Transvaal 
advertisements  appear  nearly  every  day.  "  Australians  pre- 
ferred." The  hours  are  7  am.  till  10  or  11  P  M  ;  or,  in  some 
shops,  8  A  m.  to  9  p  M.,  and  part  of  Sunday.  The  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  half-holidays  are  in  force,  but  chemists  do 
not  share  the  luxury.  Coppers  are  never  seen,  the  smallest 
coin  being  a  "  tickey  "  or  three-pence.  Bents  are  stiff.  A 
three-roomed  house,  without  a  yard,  6Z.  10s.  a  month;  a 
four-roomed  house,  with  kitchen  and  bath,  both  very  small, 
a  month  in  advance.    Board  is  also  paid  in  advance. 


Ckk  in  Cntfk 

T\R.  M.  FRANC  13,  veterinarian  to  the  Teza9  Experiment 
U  Farm,  has  been  investigating  the  methods  of  destroying 
ticks  in  cattle,  and  has  communicated  his  results  to  the 
Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  of  March  14.  After  several  un- 
successful attempts  to  destroy  the  pest  by  various  means, 
the  dipping-process  has  been  adopted  at  Texas  with  very 
gratifying  results.  A  large  vat  of  5,000-gallons  capacity 
is  used,  and  the  cattle  are  forced  to  swim  through  it. 
Various  carbolic  and  arsenical  sheep-dips  were  employed  as 
solutions  in  the  vat,  but  the  results  were  not  satisfactory  ; 
either  the  cattle  had  to  be  kept  in  the  dips  for  too  long  a 
time  in  order  to  kill  all  the  ticks,  or  they  "were  irritated  by 
the  solutions.  This  led  Dr.  Francis  to  try  the  effect  of  oil. 
It  is  well  known  that  grease  or  oil  of  almost  any  kind  is 
fatal  to  insects,  lice,  Sec.,  and  known  facts  as  to  the  life- 
history  and  structure  of  ticks  gave  presumptive  evidence  that 
oil  mighty  be  successfully  substituted  for  the  various  com- 
mercial dips  which  had  been  employed.  A  layer,  from  three- 
quarters  to  one  inch  in  thickness,  o£  crude  cotton-seed  oil  on 
the  water  in  the  vat  was  first  used,  the  cattle  being  forced 
to  swim  through  the  vat,  so  that  when  they  emerged  they 
were  covered  perfectly  with  oil.  This  had  no  apparent  effect 
on  the  cattle,  but  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  fatal  to  the 
tick,  and  was  very  much  superior  to  any  other  treatment 
tried.  Dips  of  different  nature  were  experimented  with,  but 
none  as  yet  used  have  given  such  satisfactory  results  as  the 
cotton-seed  oil.  Kerosene  emulsion  was  found  to  have  no 
practical  value ;  crude  petroleum  irritates  the  skin,  and 
emulsifies  with  water ;  resin  oil  is  useless  for  the  purpose ; 
corrosive  sublimate  is  too  dangerous,  and  is  not  very  fatal 
to  ticks  even  in  solution  1  to  250  c  f  water ;  and  tobacco 
sheep-dips  have  no  practical  value.  Dr.  Francis  is  at  present 
studying  the  effects  of  other  oils,  the  most  promising  being 
West  Virginia  black,  a  mineral  oil. 


Hohse-flesh  is  distinguished  from  other  kinds  of  butcher- 
meat  by  giving  the  starch  reaction  with  iodine.  The  chemist 
to  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  says  so. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

THE  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Mid- 
land Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  night 
at  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  the  President  (Mr.  R.  Darton 
Gibbs)  occupying  the  chair.  The  report  dealt  at  length 
with  the  transactions  of  the  Association  during  the  year, 
and  stated  that  the  meetings  of  the  Trade  Committee  had 
been  well  attended.  The  formation  of  the  Midland  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  was  mentioned  with  approval.  The 
past  year  had  brought  no  relief  to  the  conditions  of  their 
calling.  The  growth  of  company  trading  was  rapidly  ex- 
tending, owing  to  the  abundance  of  unprofitably  employed! 
capital  which  was  constantly  seeking  use,  and  they  feared 
they  had  not  yet  seen  the  limits  of  the  development.  The 
attendance  at  the  scientific  meetings  had  not  been  en- 
couraging, and  as  to  early  closing  the  Council  gave  a  general 
support  to  the  Shop  Hours'  Bill,  as  they  felt  it  desirable  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  trade  that  the  present  long  hours 
of  business  should  te  curtailed.  The  financial  statement 
showed  a  favourable  balance  of  81. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  his  observations  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  caused  one  of  the  trade  papers  to  make 
some  comments,  which  he  considered  were  disparaging,  with 
regard  to  their  Association  and  its  work.  When  they  who 
were  connected  with  the  organisation  knew  that  a  good  deal 
of  work  was  done,  it  was  rather  rough  to  be  told  that  that 
work  was  of  a  meagre  description.  (Hear,  hear.)  There 
was  a  certain  amount  of  work  constantly  going  on,  and 
those  who  did  not  go  to  the  meetings  would  see  by  the 
printed  report,  which  had  been  sent  to  them,  that  the  few 
had  been  trying  their  best  to  do  something  in  the  interests 
of  all.  During  the  year  the  Council  had  endeavoured  to 
show  that  the  Association  was  of  real  use,  and  they  had 
moved  somewhat  out  of  the  stereotyped  forms  of  previous) 
years.  Not  only  had  scientific  papers  been  read,  but  they 
had  also  had  papers  and  discussions  on  trade  matters.  By 
this  means  they  hoped  to  find  why  chemists'  businesses  did 
not  nourish  in  the  same  proportion  as  other  businesses. 

Mr.  A.  Southall,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
statement  of  accounts,  said  he  did  not  take  the  gloomy  view 
the  President  seemed  to  hold.  He  thought  the  position  of 
the  chemist  was  now  better  than  it  was  ten  years  back.  No 
doubt  a  great  deal  of  unprofitable  business  was  being  done, 
but  the  Association  was  looking  after  that,  and  b.e  was 
sanguine  they  would  be  able  to  do  something  to  prevent 
chemists  selling  at  a  loss.  That  Association,  he  considered, 
had  done  much  in  stimulating  chemists  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  to  give  up  selling  at  a  loss  or  for  no  profit. 
The  scientific  part  of  their  craft  had  certainly  improved 
during  the  last  decade.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
London  had  done  a  great  deal  towards  putting  down  illegal 
trading,  and  there  was  no  doubt  it  wanted  putting  down  still 
more.  But  the  law  was  somewhat  against  the  Society  in 
some  directions.  The  Companies  Act  had  been  a  great 
drawback  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the  performance 
of  its  proper  work,  but  he  imagined  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment would  do  something  to  strengthen  its  hands  in  prose 
cuting  the  illegal  trading  which  was  now  so  prevalent. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  he  failed  to 
see,  from  his  point  of  view,  what  advantages  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  had  conferred.  It  was  the  action  of  that 
Society  which  rendered  it  compulsory  to  label  paregoric 
"  poison,"  without  distinguishing  it  from  the  more  deadly 
poisons.  Rather  than  do  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  left  things  where  they  were. 

Mr.  Wheeler  (Wolverhampton)  supported  the  resolution. 
He  thanked  the  Council  and  their  officers  for  their  self- 
denying  labours,  and,  alluding  to  Mr.  Brown's  remarks,  said 
the  London  Society  laboured  under  great  disadvantages, 
because  it  had  not  the  united  support  of  pharmacists. 

Mr.  T.  Wakefield  noted  that  since  the  trade  section  had 
been  started  greater  vitality  had  been  apparent  in  the 
Association.  Until  they  were  all  members  of  the  parent 
Society  they  could  not  very  well  urge  it  to  take  up  matters) 
in  their  interest. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  and  votes  of  thanka 
to  the  Council  and  officers  were  also  passed. 
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The  annual  supper  was  afterwards  held  at  the  Grand 
Hotel  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Gibb3.  The  toast  of 
"the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham"  followed  that  of  "the 
Qaeen,"  the  chairman  informing  the  company  that  the 
honour  of  a  Lord  Mayoralty  had  Deen  conferred  on  the  city 
that  day.  Mr.  C.  Thompson,  in  proposing  '  the  President," 
said  that  during  the  two  jears  Mr.  Gibbs  had  held  the  presi- 
dency he  had  shown  a  devoted  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Society.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  induce  Mr.  Gibbs 
to  continue  office  for  another  year. 

During  the  evening  there  were  vocal  and  instrumental 
selections. 


A WELL- AT  TENDED  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Craven  Restaurant,  W  ,  on 
Wednesday  night,  to  discuss  the  anti-cutting  question. 
Among  the  fifty  or  so  present  were  Messr?.  Hyslop,  Cracknell, 
Martindale,  Johnston  (Brixton),  Cooper  (KensiDgton),  Barrett 
(Leamington),  Matthew  (Bays water),  B.  H  Parker  (Maida 
Vale),  C.  J.  Park  (Plymouth),  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  &c. 

Mr.  Hyslop  (President)  took  the  chair  at  9.15,  and  before 
calling  upon  Mr.  Andrews  to  open  the  discussion  said  that 
the  voting  that  night  would  be  limited  to  the  members  only 
of  the  W.C.A. 

Mr.  Spyer  failed  to  see  why  the  voting  should  be  thus 
limited,  but  Mr.  Hyslop  maintained  that  as  the  meeting 
had  been  convened  by  tne  W.C.A.  this  course  was  the  proper 
one. 

Mr.  Andrews  spoke  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  things  brought  about  by  cutting.  He  referred  to  the 
erroneous  idea  which  had  obtained  currency  that  this 
movement  had  been  initiated  by  the  manufacturers.  At 
first  he  held  that  view  himself.  He  then  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Associa- 
tion, one  of  the  objects  of  which  is  to  have  the  marked  price 
the  selling  price.  He  instanced  the  success  of  one  ant'- 
cutting  scheme  on  a  small  scale,  and  what  one  could  do 
others  could  do  in  combined  force. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  who  said  he  came  as  an  uninvited  guest, 
made  a  speech  on  the  lines  which  are  now  familiar.  He 
spoke,  he  said,  as  a  chemist  and  not  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association.  He  was  sorry  they  (the  outsiders)  were  not  to 
have  th'e  privilege  of  voting,  as  there  were  a  great  many 
of  the  trade  present,  and  he  opposed  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Hyslop  laid  down  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  that  this 
was  a  question  with  which  pharmacists  had  nothing  to  do. 
Referring  to  the  scheme,  he  said  it  was  not  only  a  question 
of  ensuring  a  better  profit  on  proprietary  articles,  but,  what 
was  more  important  to  them,  to  rob  the  cutter  and  stores 
of  the  advantage  which  followed  their  sale  of  these  goods 
to  the  public.  As  regards  dispensing,  this  was  now 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the  stores,  and  they  were 
in  danger  of  losing  a  good  deal  more  of  it. 
They  had  been  told  to  discourage  the  sale  of  proprietary 
articles.  It  was  all  very  well  for  those  who  had  a  high- 
class  dispensing  business  to  offer  this  advice.  How  many 
businesses  of  that  class  would  the  country  support  1  About 
one-twelfth  of  the  men  qualified  to  act  as  chemists  and 
druggists  would  be  near  the  mark.  He  had  seen  painful 
evidence  of  the  poverty  to  which  the  chemists  had  been  re- 
duced in  trying  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  pharmacy. 
Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  directly  con- 
nected with  proprietary  articles,  and  were  they  less  pro- 
fessional men  because  they  tried  to  put  their  articles  on  a 
Bound  basis  1 

Mr.  Hyslop  maintained  that  the  anti- cutting  question  was 
long  out  of  date — they  ought  to  have  started  a  matter  of 
this  kind  twenty  years  ago,  when  there  would  have  been 
some  chance  of  compelling  the  manufacturers  and  others  to 
stop  supplying  the  stores.  Tne  thing  was  now  done,  and  it 
never  could  be  undone  ;  the  grocers  had  got  it  all,  and  the 
chemist  m'ght  struggle  to  get  it  back,  but  they  would  never  be 
successful.  Mr.  Hyslop  had  gone  through  the  names  in  the 
manufacturing  section  of  the  P.A.T.A,  and  produced  the 
register  of  chemists  and  druggists.    With  the  exception  of  i 


Mr.  Cooper,  there  was  not  a  retail  chemist  in  that  section. 
This  was  a  grocer's,  and  not  a  chemist's,  question ;  and  it 
was  too  late  in  the  day  to  adopt  any  agreement  with  respect 
to  the  tale  of  patent  medicines  by  chemists.  He  concluded 
by  moving — 

That  this  Association,  in  view  of  the  intimate  relations  subsisting 
between  its  members  and  those  of  the  medical  profession,  based  a3 
it  is  upon  a  due  regard  for  the  public  safety,  declares  it  to  be 
inexpedient  to  facilitate  by  any  means  the  traffic  in  proprietary  or 
quack  medicines,  and  that  any  agreement  with  grocers,  proprietors, 
or  wholesale  dealers  as  to  the  prices  to  be  charged  for  the  same,  is 
out  of  the  question,  and  is  derogatory  to  the  calling  aud  inimical 
to  the  welfare  of  the  craft. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  (Leamington)  said  they  were  not  all  in 
the  enviable  position  of  the  Chairman  which  enabled 
him  to  despise  proprietary  articles  and  quack  medicines  as 
he  was  pleased  to  call  them.  They  did  not  wish  to  encourage 
the  s a'e  of  patents  at  all,  but  simply  wanted  to  keep  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  chemists.  He  believed  in  federation  ; 
it  was  found  in  every  business  except  theirs,  and  without  it 
they  could  do  nothing.  This  movement  came  from  the  very 
people  who  had  been  the  greatest  sinners  in  times  gone  by, 
and  he  considered  that  that  fact  was  the  strength  of  the 
retailers'  position.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  not 
help  them,  as  they  looked  at  the  subject  from  the  professional 
side.  Were  they  any  better  off  than  they  were  twenty  years 
ago?  He  could  safely  answer  they  were  not — in  fact,  the 
position  of  the  chemist  to  day  was  worse  than  it  had  ever 
been.  He  concluded  by  asking  his  bearers  not  to  throw  cold 
water  upon  a  scheme  for  the  sake  of  five  shillings. 

Mr.  Spyer  (Kensington)  asked  the  meeting  to  reject 
the  resolution.  Although  they  did  not  want  to  increase  the 
sale  of  these  goods  they  wanted  a  legitimate  profit  on  what 
they  did  sell.  He  maintained  it  was  unfair  criticism  to 
judge  the  Association  at  this  embryonic  stage;  they  ought 
to  wait  and  see  what  the  Association  did.  It  was  going  to 
be  a  big  thing,  and  they  meant  business.  He  mentioned 
with  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Charles  Umney  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen, 
of  Kilburn,  had  joined  them. 

Mr.  Hayman  thought  the  Association  would  help  to  raise 
the  status  of  the  chemist,  when  the  public  found  they  could 
not  get  proprietary  articles  cheaper  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Johnston  (Brixton),  as  one  of  the  despised  retail  ten, 
took  exception  to  Mr.  Hyslop's  remarks.  There  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  carry  on  the  professional  and 
trade  sections  of  their  business  together,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  they  would  get  a  bet'aer  share  of  it  if  anti-cutting 
became  general.  Referring  to  Hollo  way's  circular,  he  said 
it  was  an  unfortunate  one  in  some  respects.  He  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Holloway,  who  told  him  it  was  only 
a  stepping-stone  to  something  better,  and  was  designed  to 
do  the  greatest  possible  good  to  the  greatest  possible 
number. 

Mr.  Kuight  (Edgware  Road)  said  they  must  insist  upon  a 
profit  worth  having— 33j  per  cent,  was  his  idea — and  if  they 
could  shackle  the  manufacturers  to  an  agreement  so  much 
the  better. 

Mr.  Parker  (Maida  Vale),  in  seconding  the  resolution, 
gave  his  experience  regarding  the  prescribing  of  proprietary 
articles,  which  was  to  be  strongly  condemned,  as  the  sale 
was  attended  with  so  much  direct  lo3s.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  would  benefit 
outsiders  more  than  chemists,  and  any  anti-cutting  agree- 
ment would  be  of  little  service  to  them  if  not  strictly 
confined  to  their  channels.  The  Association  merely  at- 
tacked the  principle  of  cutting  certain  articles,  and  these 
articles  were  only  a  small  portion  of  the  chemist's  business. 
If  any  association  could  be  formed  which  would  confine  the 
movement  to  chemists,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory ;  other- 
wise the  benefit  would  go  to  those  who  had  done  their  best 
to  damage  the  business. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  to  the  objections,  and  the  Chair- 
man put  his  resolution  to  the  members,  when  it  was  defeated 
by  a  large  majority,  only  four  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Spyer  tried  to  move  an  amendment,  but  this  was 
quashed  by  the  Chairman  declaring  the  meeting  closed,  and 
a  further  attempt  by  Mr.  Barrett  to  start  a  supplementary 
meeting  on  behalf  of  the  Proprietary  Articles'  Association 
was  similaily  suppressed  by  Mr.  Hyslop's  veto.  Some  sub- 
i  scriptions  for  the  Association  were,  however,  collected. 
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FOR  the  ten  seats  on  the  Council  apportioned  to  the  retail 
trade  the  following  gentlemen  have  been  nominated  :— 

1.  W.  Johnson,  69  Loughborough  Road,  Brixton,  S.W. 

2.  James  Cocks,  8  Edgscumbs  Street,  Stonehouse,  Devon. 

3.  W.  Jones,  2  High  Street,  Birmingham. 

4.  A.  Cooper,  80  Gloucester  Road,  South  Kensington,  S.W. 

5.  M.  Buchner,  143  Eighgate  Road,  N.W. 

6.  T.  P.  Garrett,  33  Commercial  Street,  Newport. 

7.  Thos.  Padwick,  Redhill. 

8.  J.  V.  Webster,  New  Supply  Stores  Company  (Limited),  West  Brom- 

wioh. 

9.  J.  R.  Comyns,  Luddendenf  oot,  Manchester. 
10.. G.  B.  Parker,  360  Leeds  Road,  Bradford. 

11.  Geo.  R.  Durrant,  Hertford. 

12.  S.  Lister,  Great  Horton. 

13.  Frank  R.  Fletcher,  Brierley  Hill. 

14.  G.  D.  Viggais,  68  High  Street,  Tunstall. 

15.  0.  Coutts  Michie,  175  Kentish  Town  Road,  N.W. 

16.  John  J.  Shawyer,  12  Wood  Street,  Swindon. 

17.  Aithur  Hanson,  Post  Office,  Queensbury,  Bradford. 

18.  Joseph  W.  Bate,  208  Stafford  Street,  Walsall. 

19.  W.  R.  Barnes,  Upton  Manor,  E. 

20.  J.  T.  Birkbeck,  5  Bailgate,  Lincoln. 

21.  S.  O.  McKee,  105a  High  Street,  Tunstall. 

22.  A.  W.  Greaves,  Ohesterfield. 

23.  H.  W.  Seely,  14  Southgate,  Halifax. 

24.  F.  W.  War:en,  340  Harrow  Road,  W. 

25.  J.  W.  Aplin,  Ckislehuist. 

26.  G.  P.  Pond,  63  Pleet  Street,  E.C. 

27.  L.  Moody,  64  Cold  hai  hour  Lane,  S.E. 

28.  Geo.  Coverdale,  23  Parliament  Street,  York. 

29.  Martin  Magor,  126  Corporation  Street,  Old  Squire,  Birmingham. 

30.  Henry  B.  Pore,  9  Church  Bark,  Bolton. 

31.  R.  H.  Featherstone,  Market  Square,  Tunstall. 

32.  A.  W.  Williams,  47  Wilm=low  Road,  Didsbury. 

33.  H.  H.  Bufby,  Waterford  Road,  Fulham,  S.W. 

34.  Albert  Hagon,  Bridge  Street,  Cardiff. 

35.  S.  N.  Pickard,  74  Manningham  Lane,  Bradford. 

36.  J.  W.  Jennings,  chemist,  Xailsea. 

Mr.  W.  Jones  and  Mr.  J.  Cocks  are  nominated  by  the  Bir- 
mingham and  Plymouth  Local  Chemists'  Association  respec- 
tively, and  Mr.  W.  Johnson  by  the  South  London  Camrnittee 
of  Chemists.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Didsbury,  is  President  of 
the  Manchester,  Salford  and  District  Grocers'  Association, 
and  Chaiiman  of  the  Northern  Council  of  Grocers'  Associa- 
tion. The  selection  cf  ten  of  the  above-named  will  be  made 
by  voting  papers. 


(reparation  of  6Jnm'ophosu  bates. 


DR.  G.  DELAGE  describes,  in  Lcs  Nouveavx  Bemedes, 
a  more  rapid  method  of  preparing  glycerophosphate  of 
lime  than  Porte  and  Prunier's  method  (refeired  to  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  xliv ,  692),  which  takes  several 
days  to  complete.  Delage's  method  can  be  finished  in  a  few 
hours.  It  is  as  follows  : — Put  into  a  suitable  flask  100  grammes 
of  60-per-cent.  phosphoric  acid  and  150  grammes  of  glyce- 
rine. Fix  a  double -perforated  coik  into  the  flask,  one  hole 
with  a  thermometer  in  it,  the  other  with  a  safety- tube  as  a 
vent.  Then  heat  with  a  Bunsen  over  gauze.  The  mixture 
begins  to  boil  at  120:  C,  and  turns  slightly  pale,  darkening 
until  160°  is  reached,  and  between  that  and  190°  it  becomes 
dark  brown,  syrupy,  and  gives  off  acrolein  vapour.  The 
heat  is  then  removed  and  the  mixture  allowed  to  cool,  when 
it  becomes  viscous.  Next  the  mas3  is  mixed,  about 
30  grammes  at  a  time,  with  a  chalk  mixture  (50  grammes  of 
precipitated  chalk  to  250  c.c.  of  water),  tbe  mixture  well 
stirred  to  promote  effervescence,  and  at  the  end  of  six  hours 
it  is  filtered.  The  filtrate  is  a  solution  of  calcium  glycero- 
phosphate, which  is  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  alcohol, 
is  collected,  dried  partially  with  bibulous  paper,  and  finally 
over  sulphuric  acid  in  a  bell-jar. 

Dr.  Delage  discusses  the  chemistry  and  physical  properties 
of  the  glycerophosphates,  then  takes  up  the  pharmacy  part 
of  the  subject,  strongly  deprecating  hypodermic  administra- 


tion as  causing  much  pain.  The  doses  given  are  of  the  soda, 
lime,  potash,  and  magnesia  salts  5  to  15  gr.  per  day,  and  of 
the  iron  salt  3  to  5  gr.  per  day.  The  following  formula; 
give  excellent  preparations  for  those  suffering  from  nervous 
troubles :  — 

Glycerophosphate  of  lime  3iss. 

Glycerophosphate  of  soda,  potash,  mag- 
nesia, and  iron,  of  each  3ss. 

Tincture  of  nux  vomica   333. 

Pepsin   ••       ..    gr.  45 

Diastase        ..   g*\XT- 

1  ineture  of  orange  ..       ..       .-       ••  3iij. 

Sj  rup  of  cherries  to  5 vj. 

Mix  and  filt.r. 

Dose  :  A  dessertspoonful  to  a  tablespoonful  twice  daily  at  meal  times. 

In  the  original  tincture  of  St.  Ignatius  bean  and  "maltine" 
are  ordered,  for  which  we  substitute  nux  vomica  and 
diastase,  which  are  evidently  intended.  Taka  diastase 
would  do. 

For  a  cachet  the  following  is  the  prescription :  — 

Glycerophosphate  cf  lime  gr.  v. 

Glycerophosphate  of  magnesia    ..       ..    gr.  iss. 

Glycerophosphate  of  iron  gr.  £ 

Powdered  nux  vomica   gr.  ss. 

Pepsin  gr.  Has. 

L  iastase        . .       . .       . .      •  •       ■  •    £r- I 

This  mixture,  to  fill  one  cachet.  A  cachet  to  be  taken  twice  daily,  at 
meal  times. 

The  most  characteristic  reactions  of  the  glycerophosphates 
are  the  immediate  precipitate  with  ammonium  molybdate,  a 
precipitate  with  silver  nitrate  soluble  in  excess  of  water, 
and  a  white  precipitate  with  lead  acetate  soluble  in  acetic 
acid. 


practical  notes  ant)  formulae. 


Wardrop's  Eye  lotion. 

Liq.  ammon.  acet.         ..       ..       -•  33* 
Aquse  rosae . .       ..       ..       ..       ••  Svrj. 

M. 

Kola  Wine 

Kola  nut  Sj- 

Malaga  or  sherry   Oj. 

Macerate  seven  days,  and  filter. 

— Ann  de  Thar. 

Fischer's  Asthma-powder. 
This  German  speciality  appears  to  be,  says  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  Phar m.  Centralh.,  a  mixture  of  stramonium- 
leaves  10  cz.  and  millefoil  1  cz  ,  powdered  and  rubbed 
through  a  No.  3  sieve.  Then  damp  it  thoroughly  with  a 
solution  of  nitre,  2  cz  in  1  pint  of  water,  rubbing  it  well  in 
with  the  hands,  and  again  dry. 

Kola  Elixir. 

Powdered  kola   Sij. 

G  lycerine  . .       . .    •  •  3xiv. 

Rectified  spirit   3x. 

Cinnamon  water    Jvj. 

Essence  of  vanilla       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Tincture  of  orange   3j. 

Macerate  for  a  week,  and  filter.  More  es:eDce  of  vanilla  may  be  added  if 
desired. 

Ammonio  benzine  Soap. 

This  soap  is  a  special  preparation  used  by  dyers  and 
cleaners  for  washirjg  delicate  fabrics,  and  i3  much  esteemed. 
It  is  "  made  in  England,"  so  two  German  chemists  have  set 
themselves  to  produce  a  similar  preparation,  and  they  give 
this  formula  for  it : — Melt  100  parts  of  stearic  acid  at  from 
30°  to  50°  C ,  and  add  to  it  40  parts  of  15  6  per-cent. 
caustic- potash  solution,  stirric g  well ;  then  add  to  the  half- 
solid  mass,  at  the  above  temperature,  8  to  10  parts  of  strong 
ammcnia  solution  (B.P.),  mix  well,  and  stir  in  40  parts  of 
melted  tallcw.  Finally,  add  benzine  to  convert  the  whole 
into  a  nice,  smooth  paste. 
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When  the  photographic  season  came  to  an  end  last  year 
we  thought  we  could  not  do  better,  in  order  to  introduce 
the  subject  this  year,  than  state,  in  a  general,  encyclopaedic 
kind  of  way,  "  How  to  Do  the  Photographic  Trade";  and 
that  has  been  done  in  the  Diaey,  page  389.  Now,  a  country 
cousin  desires  to  supplement  what  is  said  there  by  his  own 
views  and  experience  on 

Photography  as  an  Adjunct  to  Business, 

and,  as  he  is  a  live  man,  we  cannot  do  better  than  allow  him 
to  speak  for  himself.  He  says  : — Having  a  few  years  ago 
been  frequently  called  upon  to  make  up  photographic  solu- 
tions for  amateur  photographers,  and  being  occasionally 
asked  to  procure  for  them  dry- plates  and  other  necessaries,  I 
resolved  to  devote  some  of  my  spare  time  to  the  study  of  this 
delightful  pastime,  with,  as  is  natural  to  me,  the  proverbial 
"  eye  to  bnsiness."  I  purchased  an  outfit  and  some  text- 
books, laid  in  a  stock  of  plates,  printing-paper,  &c,  and  had 
a  portion  of  my  back  shop  fitted  up  as  a  dark-room,  with 
shelves,  sink  with  water-supply,  and  other  conveniences.  My 
first  few  lots  of  goods  I  procured  through  a  dealer,  and, 
added  on  to  the  cost  the  freight — which  by  reason  of  my 
being  located  several  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis 
was  no  small  item — I  was  thus  unable  to  offer  these 
at  advertised  prices,  at  which  my  customers  naturally 
grumbled.  Ere  long,  when  it  became  known  that  I  was  a 
camerist,  amateurs  found  their  way  to  my  premises  to 
consult  me  on  various  matters  pertainiDg  to  this  art,  and  in 
return  for  my  advice  purchased  their  supplies  from  me. 
Trade  thus  increased,  and  soon  I  was  in  a  position  to  order 
many  articles  direct  from  makers,  and,  buying  for  cash  at 
first  source,  to  sell  at  advertised  prices  with  a  fair  margin  of 
profit  as  things  nowadays  go.  Although  there  is  a  very 
good  article  on  the  photographic  trade  in  the  C.  4'  D. 
Diaey  for  this  year,  my  special  experience  may  be  of 
particular  interest  to  other  country  chemists. 

Complete  outfits  not  being  in  everyday  demand,  it  suffi:es 
to  stock,  say,  a  quarter-plate  hand-camera,  retailing  at  21s. ; 
a  quarter-plate  stand-camera  at  21.  5s. ;  and  a  half- plate  one 
at  HI.  4s.  The  profit  on  these  is  from  15  per  cent,  to  25  per 
cent.  Tripod-stands,  doable  dark  slides  and  shutters  are 
seldom  asked  for  separate  from  an  outfit,  and  these,  as  also 
lenses,  need  not  be  kept  in  stock,  unless  there  is  likely  to  be 
a  fair  demand  for  them.  A  quarter-plate  and  a  half-plate 
focussing-cloth  should  always  be  on  hand  ready  to  show  to 
the  purchaser  of  an  outfit,  as  superior  to  what  his  sister, 
cousin,  or  aunt  might  improvise  for  him.  As  the  focussing- 
screens  at  times  get  broken,  it  is  advisable  to  stock  a  few  of 
the  quarter-plate  and  half-plate  sizes.  Spirit-levels,  selling 
at  Is.  6d.,  are  occasionally  asked  for ;  they,  as  well  as  plumb 
indicators,  are  some  of  the  many  articles  which  can  be 
disposed  of  by  simply  demonstrating  their  utility. 

As  to  dark-room  lamps,  a  good  Is.  square  japanned-metal 
one  is  a  very  saleable  article ;  these  cost  from  6s.  8d.  to  7s. 
per  dozen.  A  few  round  japanned-metal  ones,  retailing  at 
3s.,  and  foldiDg  ones  with  ruby  fabric,  at  2s.  Gd.,  should  also 
be  stocked.  For  a  more  elaborate  article  the  "  Holiday  " 
lamp,  at  10s.  6d.,  is  recommended.  When  selling  a  lamp 
do  not  omit  to  mention  that  you  stock  night-lights  suitable 
for  burning  in  them.  Baby  fabric,  for  converting  bath- 
rooms, &c ,  into  dark-rooms  in  the  daytime,  is  a  saleable 
line,  and,  when  purchased  direct  from  makers,  affords  a  good 
profit.  I  always  have  on  hand  a  few  changing- bags.  To 
show  them  is  to  court  inquiries  anent  them :  profit,  33j-  per 
cent.  In  regard  to  dry-plates  I  need  not  add  to  what  is 
said  in  the  Diaey  ;  and  as  to  films  I  find  the  most  sale- 
able to  be  the  Britannia  Works  Company's,  Edwards',  and 
Beck's  "  Frena."  The  discount  on  plates  bought  direct  from 
maker  in  101.  carriage-paid  lots  is  usually  20  per  cent.,  with 
an  extra  2|  per  cent,  for  ca9h.  When  selling  plates,  take 
the  opportunity  of  showing  exposure-meters  for  timing  ex- 
posures, anti-halation  paper  for  backing  plates  to  prevent 
halation,  dry-plate  dusters  (by  G.  B.  Kent  &  Co.) — a  very 
popular  line — plate-lifters,  and  finger-stalls  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Developing- trays  are  made  in  ebonite,  xylonite,  porcelain, 
glass,  and  enamelled  metal.    The  xylonite  go  best,  and 


should  be  stocked  in  three  colours — viz.,  chocolate,  red,  and 
white — and  recommend  photographers  to  use  the  first  one 
for  his  developing-solution,  the  second  for  his  alum-bath, 
and  the  third  for  his  fixing-bath.  Porcelain  trays  (deep) 
are  usually  sold  for  the  toning-bath  for  prints.  Show  your 
customer  brushes  specially  made  for  cleaning  these  trays  ; 
as  also  light-tight  envelopes  or  boxes  for  holding  exposed 
plates;  wooden  boxes  for  storing  negatives;  the  "  Nameit," 
for  printing  title  on  to  negatives  ;  green  glass  for  printing 
weak  negatives  under;  and  negative-varnish,  which  you 
should  prepare  and  run  as  a  photo  speciality  of  your  own. 

As  to  draining-iacks,  I  have  found  the  metal  ones  with 
twelve  or  twenty-four  grooves  the  most  popular.  The  best 
sizes  to  stock  are  those  which  take  negatives  from  quarter- 
plate  to  half- plate,  or  from  quarter-plate  to  12x10  plate. 
Profit  on  these  is  considerable. 

The  cheaper  lines  of  printing-frames  sell  best,  a  substantial 
frame  of  teak-wood,  round  corners,  with  brass  springs—  sell- 
ing at  quarter-plate  size,  8d. ;  half-plate,  Is.  Id. ;  and  whole- 
plate,  2s. — gives  satisfaction. 

As  with  plates,  the  "  Ilford  "  paper  (P.  O  P.)  is  the  favourite. 
It  is  necessary  to  have  this  in  cut  sizes — quarter-plate, 
cabinet,  half-plate,  and  whole-plate — and  in  tubes  of  two 
sheets ;  being  made  in  white,  pink,  mauve,  and  matt  surface, 
an  assortment  should  be  ordered.  Other  papers  to  stock  are 
"Paget  PO  P,"  Eastman's  " Solio "  paper,  Blackfriars'  matfc 
surface,  bromide,  and  platinotype.  When  selling  papers) 
show  your  customer  such  articles  as  rubber  sheets  for 
putting  at  the  back  of  negatives  inside  the  printing-frame, 
vignetting  shapes,  cutting  shapes  and  knives,  masks  and 
discs,  print-cases  for  storing  untoned  prints,  ferrotype-plates, 
squeegees,  &c. 

In  order  to  cultivate  a  trade  in  mounts  and  albums  stock 
must  necessarily  be  large  and  varied.  The  mounts  most  in 
demand  are  the  cream  enamel,  or  the  dark  enamel  (choco- 
late, dark-green,  and  black),  with  gold,  bevelled  edges ;  the 
cream  boards  with  Oxford  line,  arrowhead  ruling  in  choco- 
late ink ;  the  India  tint  and  Whatman  plate-sunk  ;  and  the 
slip-in,  for  slipping-in  prints.  There  is  no  end  of  variety  in 
albums,  and  it  is  really  wonderful  how  many  of  these  and 
mounts  can  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  ot  a  season  by 
simply  making  an  attractive  display.  Messrs.  Marion  &  Co., 
Hannam  &  Co.,  and  Marcus  Ward  &  Co.  offer  some  good 
lines  in  these.  You  must  convince  your  customer  that 
photo  mountants,  of  which  there  are  many  kinds  on  the 
market,  are  very  much  superior  to  home  made  starch- paste 
for  mounting  prints. 

The  rate  of  profit  on  chemicals  is  small,  pyrogallic  acid 
selling,  in  1-cz.  free  bottles,  for  lid.  or  Is. ;  chloride  of  gold, 
in  15-gr.  tubes,  for  Is.  9d.  or  Is.  lQd. ;  hyposulphite  of  soda 
and  powdered  alum,  in  7  lb.  parcels,  for  Is.,  &c,  are  not  very 
remunerative  transactions.  Bat  it  must  not  be  overlooked 
that,  in  selling  made-up  developers  (two  10-oz.  bottles  for 
Is.  6d ),  toning-solution  (10-oz.  bottle,  Is ),  fixing-solution, 
intensifier,  and  other  solutions,  the  profit;  is  very  fair. 
Scales  and  weights,  graduated  measures,  funnels,  filtering- 
paper,  dropping-bottles,  and  numerous  such  articles  are  a 
class  of  goods  required  by  those  who  purchase  their  chemi- 
cals in  bulk  and  make  up  their  own  solutions. 

So  far  our  country  cousin.  Before  aDyone  else  follows  his 
example  we  would  commend  them  to  peruse  the  C.  Diaey 
article,  and  probably  they  may  find,  in  the  list  of  names 
appended  to  it,  one  of  a  friend  who  may  allow  them  to  draw 
further  from  personal  experience. 

The  main  objects  of  the  notes  which  will  appear  in  this 
section  throughout  the  summer  will  be  to  keep  photographic 
chemists  posted  in  regard  to  what  is  new  in  the  trade  and 
in  technique  or  practice.  While  we  are  at  all  times  glad  tc 
help  pharmaceutical  camerists  in  their  difficulties,  we  should 
like  to  make  it  equally  clear  that  notes  of  practical  value 
from  anyone  for  this  column  are  welcomed. 

Fog. 

Captain  Abney  has  struck  a  good  thing  in  10-per-cent. 
solution  of  hydrochloric  acid,  by  which  he  means  1  of  com- 
mercial acid  to  9  of  water,  as  a  remedy  for  fog.  The  plate 
is  simply  immersed  in  this  for  a  few  minutes,  then  well 
washed  with  water  and  dried.  Too  long  immersion  reduces 
the  picture  somewhat ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  bath 
clears  away  the  fog  sufficiently  to  shorten  considerably  the 
printing-process. 
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AS  this  is  the  season  when  all  our  customers  are  away  at 
seaside  watering-places  and  hydropathics,  and  the 
assistants  and  apprentices  are  getting  larks  together,  we 
errand-boys  have  nothing  to  do  but  sit  still,  or  at  least  not 
make  so  much  noise  as  the  apprentices.  I  am  goiDg  to  try 
and  improve  myself,  as  I  may  get  on  to  be  an  apprentice 
some  day  if  I  go  my  errands  quick,  though  I  would  rather 
be  an  errand-boy,  as  I  get  Is.  6^.  a  week  more  than  an 
apprentice. 

I  don't  know  anything  about  watering-places,  except  that 
there  is  sand  and  niggers  at  them. 

And  I  don't  know  anything  of  hydropathics  either,  but  I 
have  been  told  abont  them  by  one  of  the  apprentices,  whose 
aunt  had  been  at  one.  From  what  he  said  I  think  they  are 
places  where  they  wash  themselves  all  day  in  different  baths, 
and  have  meals  awful  regular.  I  would  like  that.  He  told 
me  that  the  people  all  drink  water  for  whatever  ails  them, 
from  a  red  nose  to  Kontgen  rays  (which  the  apprentice  says 
is  the  new  disease).  I  don't  think  I  would  like  to  be  the 
chemist  in  the  town  where  there  is  a  hydropathic.  I  would 
rather  keep  the  hotel  there. 

I  think  the  assistant  would  laugh  if  I  told  him  about 
water  curing  so  many  things;  but  I  don't  know  what  a 
chemist  could  do  without  it,  and  a  chemist  gets  fall  price 
for  it.  Nobody  can  cut  water,  not  even  the  stores,  and  they 
can  cut  most  things.  So  I  think  every  master  chemist 
blesses  it,  though  I  have  heard  that  some  people  dam  it. 

We  have  three  bottles  in  the  shop,  and  they  are  labelled 
aqua  font,,  aqua  distill ,  and  aqua  pur.,  and  I  fill  them  all  at 
the  tap  every  morning. 

Water  is  a  very  harmless  thing  unless  it  gets  into  your 
head.  It  is  worse  than  whiskv,  and  makes  your  head  heavy 
and  you  want  to  lie  down.  Bat  whisky  makes  your  head 
light  and  you  want  to  sing  and  dance,  and  the  more  it  gets 
into  your  head  the  more  you  want ;  but  when  water  gets 
into  your  head  the  less  you  want.  That's  the  difference 
between  whisky  and  water,  but  the  price  is  about  the  same 
when  put  in  a  medicine-bottle  with  a  dash  of  bitters. 

Water  dissolves  a  lot  of  things,  but  it  is  no  use  for  dis- 
solving views. 

If  you  keep  a  dog  without  water  in  the  summer-time  it 
takes  the  huff  and  won't  take  any  at  all,  but  takes  hydro- 
phobia instead ;  but  if  you  keep  water  from  a  man  he 
dosen't  care,  but  takes  beer  instead.  That's  the  difference 
between  men  and  dogs.  Water  is  the  very  reverse  of  eggs. 
The  longer  you  boil  water  the  softer  it  gets,  but  the  longer 
you  boil  an  egg  the  harder  it  gets.  That's  the  difference 
between  eggs  and  water. 

Water  leaves  no  mark,  but  you  can't  take  the  water-mark 
oat  of  paper.  That's  a  funny  thing  about  water.  Water  is 
always  used  for  bursting  boilers,  because  its  the  cheapest 
thing  they  can  get.  It  is  also  useful  for  making  rust  and 
sailing  ships  in,  bat  I  don't  think  it  is  a  good  thing,  as  it 
always  makes  me  sick.  At  fashionable  watering-places 
mooody  drink3  water,  only  wine. 

Watering-places  for  horses  are  aleo  very  fashionable, 
especially  on  Sundays,  as  they  are  always  built  near  a  hotel. 

Everybody's  body  is  made  of  water  and  dust,  but  they  are 
all  turned  into  spirits  when  they  die — teetotalers,  too. 


Messes.  Airs  k  Co  ,  84  Ha tton  Garden,  E.C.,  have  brought 
out  a  new  film-holder— one  for  pocket  Kodak  films.  This 
was  much  wanted,  and  chemists  who  stock  photographic 
goods  should  get  a  few,  for  they  will  sell. 

Messes.  Kilxeb  Brothers,  of  King's  Cross,  London,  and 
Thornhill  Lees  and  Conisboro',  Yorkshire,  have  just  published 
a  new  and  exceptionally  well- illustrated  export  price-list  of 
glass  bottles,  including  feeding-bottles,  syphons,  mineral- 
water  bottles,  and  many  other  varieties  of  glassware. 

Messrs.  Singleton  &  Cole  (Limited),  wholesale  cigar- 
dealers  and  tobacconists,  Cannon  Street,  Birmingham,  have 


issued  a  new  price-list  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  paper,  and 
tobacconists'  sundries.  The  catalogue,  which  is  illustrated, 
consists  of  more  than  200  pages,  and  a  great  many  chemists 
and  druggists  would  find  it  useful.  ' 

Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited)  have  just  published 
a  new  edition  of  their  annual  illustrated  catalogue  of  patent 
medicines  and  druggists'  sundries.  The  latter  section  is 
largely  extending  and  overshadows  the  list  of  proprietary 
articles  which  we  were  all  brought  up  to  regard  as  the 
characteristic  basiness  of  "  Barclays." 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Thomas  Holloway,  of  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  has  issued  to  the  wholesale  drug-trade  this  week 
an  important  circular-letter  regarding  a  protection  scheme 
to  cover  the  wholesale  and  retail  prices  oE  Holloway's 
pills  and  ointment.  The  firm  propose  minimum  prices  a3 
follows : — 


Prices  to 

Minimum 

Face  value. 

retailers. 

retail  price 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

i  n 

10   0  per  doz. 

0  101. 

2  9 

25  a  '„ 

2  3 

4  6 

40  0 

3  6 

11  0 

8  10  per  box 

9  4 

22  0 

'    17  8    '  „  ' 

18  8 

33  0 

26  6 

28 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  prices  leave  a  very  small  margin 
of  profit  to  the  retailer,  but  the  makers  propose  to  com- 
pensate for  this  by  lowering  the  wholesale  order  from  a 
minimum  of  201.  to  51.,  and  anyone  purchasing  51  worth  of 
the  medicines  gets  them  at.  for  instance,  9s.  per  dozen  for 
the  Is.  l\d.  size.  To  retailers  who  do  not  buy  on  the  better 
terms  Mr.  Holloway  is  willing  to  allow  a  rebate  of  6d.  per 
dozen  on  the  small  size,  Is.  3d.  per  dozen  en  the  2s.  9d.  size, 
2s.  per  dozen  on  the  4s.  6^.  size,  and  so  on,  if  they  sign  an 
agreement  and  prove  their  purchases.  The  wholesale  trade 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  proposal,  and  a  mutual  protest  has, 
we  believe,  been  lodged. 


A  Frexch  subscriber  to  the  C.  &  B.,  M.  Seree,  pharmaciea 
de  la  1st  classe,  of  Le  Vesinet,  Seine-et-Oise,  has  just  been 
re-elected  to  the  local  council  in  the  Republican  interest. 

Mr.  Boden,  of  Pilton,  North  Devon,  has  just  concluded 
his  engagement  as  dispenser  to  the  North  Devon  Infirmary, 
a  position  he  had  occupied  for  a  period  of  twenty- nine  year3. 
His  successor  is  Mr.  Blackmore,  of  Barnstaple. 

The  Dover  Express  of  last  Saturday  published  a  portrait 
and  record  of  Mr.  Councillor  W.  J.  Barnes  of  that  town,  a 
chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Dover  Council  since  1886,  and  has  for  many  years  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  especially  in  the  foundation 
of  a  Primrose  habitation. 
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IT  would  be  well  if  m^re  Consols  were  to  follow  the  example 
of  Mr.  B.  Neville-Rolfe,  H  B.M.  Consnl  at  Naples,  and 
enlist  the  co-operation  of  specialists  in  the  preparation  of 
their  reports.  Mr.  Neville-Rolfe  has  been  furnished  with 
particulars  of  the  drug  and  chemical  trades  in  his  district 
by  Mr.  J.  Durst,  who  carries  on  a  large  British  and  American 
pharmacy  in  Naple3,  and  who  gives  some  valuable  hints  on 
the  condition  of  the  trade  in  foreign  chemicals  in  that  city. 
Among  British  export-druggists  Naples  has  a  rather  unfa- 
vourable reputation  as  a  business-centre,  and  it  is  unfor- 
tunately true  that  the  city  contains  a  large  number  of  un- 
trustworthy houses.  But  the  south  of  Italy  has  always 
been  an  important  market  for  our  exporters,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a  thoroughly  honest  local  agent,  or  direct  trade- 
relations  with  a  few  really  good  firms,  a  lucrative  business 
may  be  done  at  Naples.  "  Quinine,"  says  the  Consul's  in- 
formant, 

"IS  THE  PRINCIPAL    DHUG  USED  IN  ITALY." 

The  reason  will  be  obvious  to  anyone  who  studies  the  sc- 
called  fever-map  of  the  country.,  which  displays  the  districts 
infected  by  malaria.  Sulphate,  bisulphate,  hydrochlorate, 
and  valerianate  of  quinine  are  in  general  use,  and  of  the 
many  qualities  in  the  market  Howards'  brands  are  chiefly  in 
favour  with  medical  practitioners.  Of  other  quinines  those 
of  Zimmermann  and  Brunswick  have  the  most  regular  sale. 

"  Iodine  is  much  used,  especially  in  the  form  of  iodides 
of  potassium  and  sodium,  of  which  the  best  are  of  British 
manufacture, and  here,  again,  Howards'  preparations  take  the 
first  rank.  Of  foreign  qualities  those  of  Schering  and 
Caraf  (sic  /)  are  largely  asked  for. 

"  Mercury,  zinc,  morphia,  bromide  of  potassium,  bromide 
of  sodium,  salicylic  acid  (especially  salicylate  of  sodium), 
caffeine,  cocaine,  and  pepsine  are  largely  employed.  To 
those  may  be  added  toracic  acid,  tannic  acid,  tartaric  acid, 
alum,  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  cream  of  tartar,  camphor,  gum 
acacia,  chlorate  of  potash,  precipitated  chalk,  starch  powder, 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  effervescing  citrate  of  magnesia. 
The  latter  article  is  manufactured  on  a  large  scale  in  Italy, 
though 

Bishop's  is  Rightly  Considered  the  Best, 

and  is  used  by  all  who  can  afford  to  pay  the  higher  price 
which  it  commands. 

"  There  are  many  modern  chemical  preparations,  mostly  of 
German  origin,  which  command  a  rapid  sale  in  South  Italy, 
such  as  antipyrine,  phenacetine,  dermatol,  diuretir,  mi- 
grainin,  sulphonal,  and  many  others,  while  creasote,  guaiacol, 
and  terpene  hydrate  are  in  continuous  demand. 

"  Of  essential  oils  Mitcham  peppermint  and  Mitcham 
lavender  have  the  first  place,  and,  together  with  B.itish 
Indian  sandalwood  oil,  have  a  large  sale. 

"Since  the  publication  of  the  first  official  Italian  Pharma- 
copoeia in  1892  extracts  and  tinctures  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  are  no  longer  in  demand  by  Italian  chemists, 
but  fluid  extracts  are  still  readily  saleable,  and  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  compressed  tabloids  are  becoming  more  and 
more  popular  in  Italy. 

"  The  crude  drug-trade  here  is  limited  to  calisaya-bark, 
opium,  nux  vomica,  sarsaparilla ,  senega-root,  jalap,  and  senna- 
leaves,  which  are  imported  on  a  large  scale. 

Bbitish  Patent  Medicines. 

"  The  provisions  of  the  new  Italian  sanitary  laws  have 
created  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  sale  of  British 
patent  medicines  and  proprietary  articles.  A  circular 
from  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  dated  June  16, 1890  (now 
in  operation),  provides  that  no  medicine  of  which  the  com- 
ponent parts  are  not  known  shall  be  exposed  for  sale, 
whether  it  be  a  foreign  product  or  one  compounded  in  Italy. 
All  '  specialities '  must  bear  on  their  label  the  qualities  and 
proportions  of  their  contents.  This  law  has  rendered  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  chemists  in  Italy  to  supply  the  demands 
of  customers.  British  patent  medicines  are  very  largely 
Used  in  daily  life,  but  the  existing  law  practically  puts  an  end 
to  their  adoption,  unless  the  British  makers  will  accede  to 


the  demands  of  the  Italian  Government  and  place  so  much 
of  the  composition  of  their  medicaments  upon  the  wrappers 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  not  very  exacting  require- 
ments of  the  officials.  The  neglect  of  this  precaution  is 
causing  British  inventions  to  be  counterfeited  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  customers  are  frequently  told  '  You  cannot  have 
A.  B.'s  preparation,  because  it  cannot  be  imported,  but  you 
will  find  that  this  answers  your  purpose.'  The  result,  it 
must  be  admitted,  is  frequently  disappointing. 

"  At  the  Congress  for  Chemistry  and  Pnarmacy  at  Naples  in 
1894  it  was  urged  that  the  Government  should  be  memo- 
rialised to  allow  the  few  foreign  chemists  existing  in  Italy 
to  import  foreign  patents  for  the  purposes  of  retail  trade, 
and  to  sell  tbem  without  restriction.  No  action  was,  how- 
ever, taken  by  the  congress  in  the  matter."  (Surely  Mr. 
Durst  could  not  have  expected  anything  else.) 

"  The  following  is  an  example  of  theinconvenienceto  which 
we  are  put  in  the  matter.  Some  'patents'  which  I  had 
imported  were  confiscated,  and  sent  to  Rome  (it  was  said) 
for  analysis.  Some  months  after,  in  February,  1895,  I 
received  a  communication  from  the  Prefect  of  Naples  that, 
'in  order  to  obtain  the  permission  to  introduce  the  said 
"  patents,"  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  quantities  and  the  quali- 
ties of  the  contents.'  I  know,  further,  that  my  colleagues  at; 
Rome  and  Florence  have  been  compelled  to  send  British 
patents  back  to  England,  as  their  importation  was  prohibited 
by  this  very  vexatious  enactment. 

"  The  makers  of  French  patents  yielded  at  once  to  the 
new  regulations,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  British 
manufacturers  have  not  followed  in  their  footstep3,  for  an 
empiric  formula  on  the  outside  wrapper  would  abundantly 
satisfy  the  Italian  authorities." 

Wanted  :  a  Mosquito  remedy. 

Consul  Neville-Rolfe  adds  a  note  to  Mr,  Durst's  report, 
calling  attention  to  the  fortune  that  awaits  the  inventor  or 
introducer  of  an  effectual  remedy  against  mo3quitos.  The 
Consul  detests  this  insect,  which  "sings  its  triumphant 
song"  nine  months  out  of  every  twelve,  annoying  salted 
residents  and  fl  tying  new-comers  alive.  "Surely,"  he  ex- 
claims, "  there  must  be  a  soap  of  some  kind  which  is  noxious 
to  him,  and  not  impossible  for  a  human  being  to  use," 
although  the  mosquito  laughs  even  at  Italian  tobacco  and 
the  " horrible  fumes  of  the  adveitised  pastilles" — whatever 
they  may  be.  , 
Naples  Soap. 

"  Naples  soap,"  a  kind  of  Castile  soap,  made  from  the 
residual  pulp  o£  the  olive3  after  pressing,  is  a  big  article  of 
trade  in  Naples.  One  of  the  largest  firms  in  the  trade  there 
is  that  of  Messrs.  Genevoix  &  Fils,  who  expoit  much  to 
England.  Their  "Abeille62"  soap  has  the  appearance  of 
a  green-and-white  marble,  and  contains  62  per  cent,  of  olive 
oil,  every  batch  being  chemically  test  3d  before  exportation . 
It  is  used  for  wool-washing,  the  cleansing  and  preparation 
of  silks  and  stuff?,  and  also  in  connection  with  ironwork, 
steel,  and  wire-drawing.  The  industrial  branch  of  the 
business  is  far  the  more  important,  and  the  works  are  being 
extended  accordingly,  as  tbe  exports  amount  to  several 
hundred  tons  annually,  and  increase  year  by  year  ;  but  the 
manufacture  of  toile: -soaps  is  not  neglected.  A  soap  whioh 
used  to  be  known  as  "almond  shaving-cream"  is  still 
largely  exported  to  America,  but  though  no  soap  produces  a 
finer  lather,  it  has  been  beaten  cut  of  the  field  in  England 
by  the  more  portable  and  convenient  products  of  British 
soapmakers.  In  cake-soaps  the  Naples  manufacturers 
still  obtain  a  large  amount  of  British  patronage,  and  it  is 
amusing  to  note  that  the  tablets  sent  to  Great  Britain  are 
marked  "  Naples  Soap,"  while  the  same  soap  for  the  local 
market  is  marked  "  Elegant  Soap,"  to  give  it  a  British 
flavour  for  the  Neapolitan  public. 


IT  is  said  that  the  addition  of  about  a  half  per  cent,  of 
glycerine  to  common  salt  prevents  it  caking. 

"'Way  down  in  Tennessee"  the  coloured  people  have 
taken  to  pharmacy  with  some  avidity.  Since  1889  thirty- 
one  young  men  and  five  young  women  among  them  have 
taken  the  diploma  of  the  Meharry  Pharmaceutical  Depart- 
ment. After  the  current  session  a  three- j  ears'  course  will 
be  required  for  the  diploma. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 

42  CANNON1  STREET,  E.C.,  May  21. 

BUSINESS  in  Mincing  Lane  is  now  practically  at  a  stand- 
still until  the  week  after  holidajs,  and  although, 
contrary  to  the  usual  practice,  it  has  been  decided  to  hold 
the  drug-sales  next  week,  they  are  pretty  sure  to  be  small 
and  uninteresting.  There  are  very  few  market  alterations 
of  interest  to  report.  In  fine  chemicals,  Eoglish  refined 
camphor  remains  uncharged  ;  foreign  has  again  been 
slightly  reduced.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  steady, 
but  without  alteration.  Ia  quinine  a  little  business  has 
been  done  at  practically  unaltered  price?.  The  quotations 
of  ceitain  brands  of  podopbjllin  have  been  increased.  The 
position  of  htavy  chemicals  may  be  summed  up  in  a  very 
few  word?.  Arsenic  is  lower  and  very  plentiful.  Cream-of 
tartar  has  also  had  a  pretty  considerable  decline.  Liquid 
carbolic  acid,  on  the  other  band,  is  a  little  firmer. 
Soda  and  potash  salts  are  practically  unchanged,  but 
there  Las  been  an  advance  of  Id.  per  lb.  in 
America  in  bromide  of  potassium.  This,  however, 
is  not  likely  to  affect  the  Enropean  market.  Salphate  of 
copper  offers  at  reduced  rates  for  future  delivery.  Sulphur 
is  dearer;  glycerine  also  tending  a  little  better.  The  diug- 
market  has  been  extremely  quiet.  Cape  aloes  is  arriving 
somewhat  more  freely,  and  in  CorEoio  a  fair  business 
is  reported.  Balsam  tolu  dull  and  scarce,  and  higher  prices 
are  asked.  Peru  unchanged.  Camphor  has  been  unsettled 
but  closes  slightly  firmer.  The  price  of  colocynth, 
is  fully  maintained,  and  not  unlikely  to  go  higher. 
Fine  rhubarb  is  practically  unobtainable.  Ergot  of  rye 
remains  dull,  at  very  low  rates,  and  so  does  honey.  A 
better  trade  has  been  done  in  gum  tragacanth,  at  full  prices. 
On  the  other  hand,  gum  acacia  is  quite  neglected,  with 
heavy  arrivals  and  large  supplies  at  auction,  consequently 
no  business  was  transacted  at  the  gum-sales,  and  the 
market  is  tending  much  lower.  Ipecacuanha  unchanged. 
Jalap  dull.  Insect-flowers  firmly  held.  Menthol  keeps 
quiet.  Castor  oil  firm.  Oils  of  star-anise  and  cassia 
are  tending  lower.  Citronella  oil  is  neglected.  Oils 
of  cloves  and  cubebs  are  also  very  low  in  price,  but  Italian 
essences  are  tending  somewhat  dearer,  while  French 
oil  of  thyme  has  been  raised  in  price.  Oil  of  limes  is  al^o 
higher.  Opium  quiet.  Quicksilver  dull  of  sale.  Quillaia rather 
dull.  Khubarb  is  still  offering  at  low  prices  which  seem  to 
deserve  attention.  Sarsaparilla  has  advanced  since  the  last 
auctions,  and  the  chief  alteration  of  the  week  has  been  in 
saffron,  which  is  much  dearer.  Alexandrian  senna-leaves  are 
higher,  Tinnevelly  very  firm,  and  for  senna-pjds  more 
money  has  been  paid.  Star-anise  is  scarce.  Ssnegaroot 
neglected,  bu1;  in  articles  alliei  to   the  drug-trade,  we 


have  to  report  a  somewhat  better  feeling  in  turmeric, 
while  shellac  was  rather  easier  at  auction,  although  slightly 
firmer  since.  Spice3  are  mostly  dull  and  neglected,  but 
Jamaican  ginger  is  an  exception  ;  it  realised  high  prices  at 
auction.  Gum  olibanum  flit.  Petroleum  is  dull  at  5~r<Z.  to 
5$d.  for  ordinary,  and  6%&.  for  water- white  American, 
turpentine  lower,  and  offering  at  19s  9d.  per  cwt.  for 
American  on  the  spot.  The  Bank-rate  remains  at  2  per  cent., 
and  bar  silver  has  slightly  declined,  31^  d.  per  oz.  being 
tc-day's  quotation. 


We  understand  that  Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co.  have  been 
approached  this  week  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Green  (Brookes  & 
Th  Green),  who  was  one  of  the   arbitrators  in 

citronella  oil  the  citronella-oil  case,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Dispute.  dispute  batween  themselves  and  Mr.  K.  C, 
Treatt.  Mr.  Green,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Treatt,  suggested 
settlement  of  the  questions  at  issue,  and  Messrs.  Domeier  & 
Co.  bave  agreed  to  close  the  matter  upon  Mr.  Treatt  paying 
the  entire  costs  of  the  arbitration  and  analyses  and  the  legal 
i  expenses,  taking  back  the  adulterated  citronella  oil,  and 
replacing  it  by  guaranteed  pure  oil.  These  conditions 
having  been  agreed  to,  no  further  law  proceedings  will  be 
taken. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  evening : — 
I  "Our  Camphor  market  is  improving  and  prices  are  a  shade 
Hamburg       stiffer.    Saffron  has  advanced  considerably, 
Telegram.      aD(j  there  nas  been  a  fair  demand.    Japan  ivax 
is  offering  at  lower  figures.    Business  is  extremely  dull." 


Our  Bergen  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  afternoon: — 
"  The  weather  is  changeable,  and  the  Finnmarken  yield 
Cod  liver  Oil  has  been  poor  this  week.  The  total  catch  of 
Telegram.  fijfo  for  tne  season  is  now  43  million,  against 
61  million  last  year,  and  the  total  quantity  of  medicinal  oil 
produced  in  Norway  17.500  barrels  against  15,500  in  1894. 
No  business  has  been  done  here  during  the  last  few  days 
past.    New  season's  Lofoten  oil  offers  at  185s  ,  c.i.f.  terms." 


Our  New  York  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
mid-day  :— "  Curaqao  aloes  is  arriving  pretty  freely,  and 
New  York  tffsrs  at  3|c.  per  lb.  for  fair  quality.  All 
Cablegram,  grades  of  Copaibas  are  firmly  held,  and  Tolu 
balsam  is  dearer  at  50.3.  per  lb.  for  genuine  quality,  stocks 
being  extremely  light.  Oil  of  peppermint  now  offers  at 
#1.65  per  lb.  for  tin  oil,  and  #1.90  per  lb.  for  HGH  oil  in 
bottles.  Casea-ra  iagrada  may  be  had  at  4c.  to  5c.  per  lb., 
according  to  quality.    Senega  root  is  extremely  dull  of  sale 

j  at  very  low  rates.  Honduras  sarsaparilla  has  advanced, 
supplies  being  short  and  the  demand  good  ;  from  28c.  upward 
has  been  paid,  and  the  best  brands  are  now  held  for  33c. 

j  per  lb.    BeesKax  extremely  firm." 


Acids  — Citric  acid  has  been  in  somewhat  better  request 
lately,  but  prices  have  undergone  no  change,  Is  2d.  being 
asKed  for  B.P.  quality.  Tartaric  acid  firmly  held  at  Is.  3d. 
for  English  and  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2\d  per  lb.  for  foreign  brands. 
Carbolic  acid  is  again  somewhat  dearer,  in  consequence  of 
the  advance  in  the  crude  material,  the  demand  having 
I  shown  but  little  improvement.  Crude,  75  per  cent.,  offers 
at  2s.  ;  60  per  cent.,  at  Is  l\\d.  per  gallon;  Crystals  at 
Id.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°,  and  6§<Z.  per  lb.  for  34°  to  35°  C. 
Oxalic  acid  has  a  tendency  towards  higher  prices,  although 
up  to  the  present  3§d.  per  lb.  would  still  be  accepted. 

Alois.—  Cape  aloes  have  been  arriving  pretty  freely  this 
week,  two  consignments,  one  of  55  and  another  of  40  cases, 
bavi'rg  been  received  since  cur  last.  There  is,  however,  a 
fair  inquiry,  and  the  price  for  good  bright  is  still  25s.  6d. 
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per  cwt.  We  understand  that  capey  Curasao  aloes  have  been 
selling  pretty  freely  at  17*.  per  cwt. 

Ababoba. — Fine  quality  is  unobtainable  at  present ;  ordi- 
nary kinds  are  offered  both  here  and  from  Hamburg  at  from 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.  downwards. 

Abseuic  keeps  quiet  at  the  reduced  price  for  best  English 
powder  quoted  last  week.  A  fair  business  has  lately  been 
done,  and  for  the  moment  the  requirements  of  consumers 
seem  to  be  satisfied.  There  is  now  plenty  offering  at  231. 
per  ton  for  prompt  delivery  on  the  Thames.  The  contracts, 
especially  with  the  glass-  makers,  the  execution  of  which  has 
kept  the  markets  so  bare  for  a  long  time  have  now  been 
fulfilled,  and  we  may  look  for  a  gradual  decline  in  price. 

Balsams.— There  is  a  good  inquiry  for  Balsam  Tolu,  but 
genuine  kinds  are  extremely  scarce  on  the  spot.  We  under- 
stand that  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  such  quality,  and 
there  are  now  apparently  no  sellers  below  from  2s.  §\d.  to 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Balsam  Psru  may  be  had  in  genuine  quality 
at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.    Market  rather  quiet. 

Bleaching  Powdee  is  firm  at  11.  15s.  per  ton  on  the 
spot;  Liverpool  and  Tjne  H.  per  ton  f.o.b. ;  for  export  to  the 
Continent  61.  10s.  per  ton. 

Bobax  firmly  held  at  19s.  par  cwt.  for  Crystals,  and 
19*.  6d.  for  Powder.  Boracie  acid,  in  Crystals,  is  offering, 
according  to  brands,  at  from  29s.  Qd.  to  31*.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Caffeine.— Unaltered  in  price,  at  from  18*.  to  19*.  per  lb., 
according  to  quality.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction lately  among  wholesale  druggists  and  shippers 
at  the  practice  of  caffeine- manufacturers  to  book  one-ewt. 
orders  at  the  minimum  price  and  to  allow  the  quantity  to 
be  taken  out  as  required.  This  practice  is  said  to  be 
spoiling  the  wholesale  trade,  and  it  has  been  arranged  to 
make  a  combined  representation  to  the  manufacturers  asking 
them  not  to  sell  below  the  list  prices  and  to  insist  upon  the 
entire  contract  being  taken  up  at  once. 

Camphob  (Cbude)  is  a  little  firmer  than  last  week. 
On  Saturday  200  cases  of  Formosa  camphor,  which  had 
been  offered  at  auction  the  day  before,  were  sold  on  the 
spot  at  95*.  per  cwt.,  and  another  sale  of  100  cases  of  the 
same  variety,  May- July  shipment,  was  reported  at  97*.  6d., 
c.i.f.  terms.  Farther  business  near  at  hand  in  Formosa 
camphor  took  place  on  Monday  at  95*.,  c.i.f.,  and  the  market 
closes  unsettled,  with  sellers  for  distant  shipments  at 
97*.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Quotations  for  Japanese  camphor  are  quite 
nominal  (112*.  6a!.  c.i.f.),  and  no  business  is  reported  in  this 
variety. 

Camphob  (Refined).— The  chief  English  manufacturers 
have  made  no  fuither  reduction  in  their  quotations  since 
that  announced  Jast  week.  They  are  said  to  be  very  busy, 
as  numerous  consumers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  present 
low  quotations  to  lay  in  supplies  for  the  summer.  The 
German  makers  have  made  another  reduction  of  \d.  per  lb. 
for  delivery  up  to  the  end  of  June,  their  prices  being  now 
Is.  h\d.  per  lb.  for  5- cwt.  casks,  Is.bd.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.,  and 
1*.  42.  per  lb.  for  1-ton  lots  of  bells.  One  of  the  English 
manufacturers  who  commenced  business  a  few  years  ago  has 
also  reduced  his  quotation,  and  now  offers  20-cwt.  parcels  at 
1*.  Hd.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  of  cinchona-bark  from  Paerto 
Cabella  (Venezuela)  in  1895  reached  14,008  kilos. 

Colocyhth. — Very  firmly  held,  with  every  prospect  of  a 
fresh  advance  shortly.  For  good  pale  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid,  and  for  fair  Spanish  Is.  per  lb. 

Coppeb  (Sulphate)  has  a  slightly  firmer  tendency. 
The  Anchor  biand  is  offering  for  immediate  delivery  at 
19Z.  15s.,  and  for  June  delivery  at  181.  10s.  per  ton,  here ; 
other  brands  at  18Z.  15s.  on  the  spot,  and  111.  15*.  to  18Z.  for 
delivery  next  month,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  ordinary  qualities  in. 
London,  181.  per  ton. 

Cream  of  Tartab  is  again  lower,  piices  having  been 
reduced  from  3*.  to  4s.  since  our  last  report.  Best  white 
French  crystals  may  now  be  had  at  95*.,  and  on  the  spot 
are  87*.  per  cwt ,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux.  Powder  is  quoted  on  the 
spot  at  from  97s.  to  99s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  brand. 

Cubebs. — Although  prices  still  remain  very  low,  it  is  said 
that  several  parcels  have  lately  been  withdrawn  from  the 


1  market,  and  that  fair  quality  berries  without  stalk  cannoHj 
now  be  found  below  35*.  or  even  40*.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  of  Rye  remains  extremely  slow  of  sale.  There  ia 
no  sound  Spanish  ergot  offering,  and  for  wormy  stuff  from 
5d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality,  is  asked.  Sound 
Russian  ergot  remains  fairly  plentiful,  but  it  is  somewhat 
doubtful  if  any  parcel  could  still  be  had  at  the  extremely  low 
-  prices  accepted  at  the  last  drug  sales. 

Eucain. — This  new  substitute  for  cocaine  is  now  being 
offered  in  50 -gr.  bottles  at  the  rate  of  9*..  per  oz.  The  agents 
have  just  received  a  consignment  of  it. 

Glyceeine. — Unaltered,  with  a  steady  market  and  higher 
quotations  for  the  crude  article.  Double  distilled  s.g.  1  260 
offers  at  65s.  per  cwt.  in  second  hand,  and  at  70s.  to  72s. 
per  cwt.  from  the  makers. 

Gum  Acacia. — A  little  trade  has  been  done  in  Soudan  gums 
at  rather  easier  prices,  80*.  having  been  accepted  for  ordinary 
hard  sorts,  and  85s.  for  fair  ditto.  The  arrivals,  especially 
from  British  India,  have  been  extremely  heavy  lately,  and 
the  market  in  these  kinds  has  borne  an  extremely  dull 
I  aspect.  At  auction  to-  day  the  supply  of  gums  was  extremely 
heavy.  There  was  an  almost  entire  absence  of  demand, 
and  only  low  offers  were  occasionally  forthcoming.  Under 
these  circumstances  practically  the  entire  supply  was  bought 
in.  Two  packages  ordinary  piched  Turkey  gums  sold  at  66s. 
per  cwt.  Dusty  Aden  sittings  realised  25s.  per  cwt. ; 
common  dusty  to  red  Australian,  30s.  to  38s.  per  cwt. 
Twenty-five  bales  small  to  very  bold  gums  of  Aden  cha- 
racter, from  Zanzibar,  brought  29s.  to  35s.  Of  East  Indian 
gums  Kurachee  sittings  realised  32*.  Ghaiti,  fine  pale  to 
very  bold  pale  selected,  realised  60s.  to  66s. ;  fine  pale,  54s.  6d. 
to  58s. ;  good,  53s.  to  54s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Olibanum  very  flat.  Only  about  33  cases  out  of  964 
offered  at  auction  found  buyers ;  siftings  at  12s.  6^.  to  13s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Teagacanth. — The  demand  has  been  rather  better 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  sales  have  been  made  of  all 
varieties  of  Persian  tragacanth  at  firm  prices ;  best  white 
Druggists'  quality  is  quoted  at  14Z.  15s.  tol5£.  per  cwt.,  second 
quality  at  121.  15s.  to  13Z  10s.,  thirds  at  111.  to  121,  and; 
ordinary  qualities  down  to  81.  per  cwt.  At  to  day's  gum 
auctions  252  packages,  mostly  oddments,  sold  (mostly  with- 
out reserve)  at  fairly  steady  prices. 

Honey  remains  very  low  in  price.  Jamaican  may  be 
had  at  from  18s.  for  common  dark,  up  to  26s.  for  fine  amber 
quality.    Fine  white  Californian  offers  at  38s.  per  cwt. 

Insect-flowers.— In  London  there  is  practically  no 
business  doing  now.  In  Trieste,  however,  prices  keep 
extremely  high,  and  tetter  rates  have  been  obtained  there 
lately  for  good  qualities.    The  tendency  is  extremely  firm. 

Ipecacuanha. — No  further  business  is  reported  since  the 
last  auctions,  but  the  market  keeps  steady,  and  there  is  said 
to  be  a  fair  enquiry  for  fair  Carthagena  root. 

Jalap  very  slow  of  sale.  There  is  a  fair  st  ock  here  and  a 
big  one  at  Hamburg,  and  prospects  of  improvements  in  price 
seem  remote. 

Menthol  remains  slow  of  sale ;  good  brands  may  he 
had  at  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Good  qualities  are  offered 
at  8s.  9d,  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oil  of  Castor. — Without  alteration,  but  firmly  held, 
Italian  castor-oil  is  offering  at  31s.  per  cwt.  c.if.  terms. 
There  is  also  a  good  inquiry  for  French  oil,  and  best  quality 
is  scarce  on  the  spot.  Fast  Indian  oil  is  firm  but  unchanged 
in  price. 

Oil  (Cod- liver). — Fairly  steady.  There  is  not  much 
good  new  Norwegian  oil  offering  at  195s.  per  barrel  just  now, 
the  general  quotation  being  200s.  New  FinnmarMti  oil  is 
offering  cheaply  at  185s.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oils  (Essential). — It  is  expected  that  the  quotations 
for  Croton  oil  will  shortly  be  further  advanced  on  account  of 
the  extreme  scarcity  of  croton-seed.  Glove  oil  remains  quite 
neglected ;  the  demand  has  fallen  off  considerably  lately. 
English- drawn  oil  of  first  quality  is  offering,  according  to 
quantity,  from  2s.  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  with  a  very  dull  market. 
Oil  of  cubebs  is  also  very  slow  of  sale,  although  the 
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price  has  never  bsen  so  low  a=i  it  is  now — from  4s.  to  4s  6d. 
being  asked  for  English  distilled.  The  manufacturers  state 
that  when  the  oil  was  nearly  ten  times  the  present  price  the 
demand  was  actually  greater  than  it  is  at  present.  West 
Indian  Oil  of  limes  is  very  scares  and  dear;  for  good,  dis- 
tilled oil  3s.  6d  per  lb.  is  now  asked.  American  Oil  of 
peppermin~  slow  of  sale  at  9s.  l^d. ;  possibly  9s.  per  lb.  for 
HG-H  brand  on  the  spot.  Reports  have  been  received  by 
various  agents  here  stating  that  the  crop  has  suffered 
somewhat  by  the  hail  and  rain  storms,  and  is  not 
looking  very  well  in  certain  districts.  Distillation  is 
now  about  to  commence,  and  until  it  is  well  in  progress 
no  definite  news  of  the  damage  can  be  expected.  Italian 
oils  have  a  slightly  firmer  tendency,  in  consequence  of  the 
improvement  in  exchange.  Reports  from  France  say  that 
the  Thyme  oil  is  now  being  distilled,  and  that  the  prices 
have  been  fixed  at  an  advance  of  from  Is.  2d.  to  2s.  \Qd. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  Good  to  superior  white  thyme 
is  now  quoted  at  from  5s.  9d.  to  7s. ;  white  ditto  at 
from  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  next  distillation  of 
Rosemary  oil  is  also  likely  to  be  somewhat  dearer, 
while  it  is  probable  that  Spike  oil  will  be  advanced  about 
20  per  cent.  Cit  inete  oils  are  extremely  dull.  Star-anise  is 
■offering  freely  on  the  spot  at  9s ,  but  lower  prices  would 
have  to  be  accepted  to  lead  to  business.  Cassia  oil  might 
probably  be  had  at  7s.  6d,  for  75  per  cent,  quality.  At 
present  speculators  are  offering  at  much  lower  rates  on  the 
Chinese  markets,  and  the  quotations  for  arrival  are  easier, 
but  more  or  less  nominal.  Russian  oil  of  anise  (distilled  in 
Russia)  offers  at  7s  2d.  per  lb.  net.  This  variety  is  now 
used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  this  country  on  account  of 
the  high  price  of  Chinese  oil. 

Opium. — The  London  market  remains  quiet,  but  the  small 
stock  is  firmly  held:  good  to  fiue  Smyrna  at  from  9s.  to 
9s.  3d. ;  second  druggists',  ordinary  to  fair,  at  8s.  6d.  to 
8s.  9d. ;  Constantinople  kinds  at  from  8s  9d.  to  9s.  3d., 
and  good  to  fine  soft  shipping  at  lis.  6d  to  13s  6d. 
,per  lb.  A  small  trade  is  reported  in  Persian  opium, 
which  may  still  be  had  from  lis.  common  to  13s.  per  lb.  for 
fine  bricks.  Some  slight  business  has  been  done  in  fine 
Persian,  bricks  at  13s.  per  lb. 

Podophyllin. — One  of  the  German  manufacturers  an- 
nounces a  considerable  increase  in  the  price  of  this  product. 
Only  last  week  he  still  offered  at  8s  per  lb.,  but  since  then 
he  ha?  refused  contracts  upon  that  basis,  and  is  now  asking 
from  10s.  to  10s.  3a!.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  He  gives 
as  the  reason  for  this  increase  in  price  that  experiments 
recently  made  by  him  show  that  most  of  the  podophyllin  on 
the  market  does  not  stand  the  B.P.  test  of  solubility  in 
ammonia.  It  is,  however,  possible  even  to-day  to  buy 
soluble  podophyllin  of  other  brands  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  while 
American  podopliylliu,  without  guarantee,  offers  at  from 
3s.  3d  down  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Potash  Salts, —  Chlorate  of  potash  is  extremely  quiet  at 
Q^d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Liverpool  and  ^d.  more  in  London.  Per- 
manganate scarce,  and  only  obtainable  for  immediate 
delivery  from  second-hand  holders.  The  present  price  for 
small  Crystals  is  67s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  supplies  are  obtain- 
able with  difficulty.  Yellow  Prussiate  (Beckton  brand) 
offers  at  6~d.,  and  other  brands  at  l\d.  per  lb.  Cyanide 
of  potasli  is  tending  lower  —  90  per  cent,  to")  100  per 
cent,  may  now  be  had  at  Is  \\d.  per  lb.  for  Beckton  brand. 
Bromide  of  potassium  unchanged  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  usual 
quality.  Saltpetre  firmly  held,  atfrom2Ls  9d  to  22s  9d.  for 
British  reined,  and  at  20s  4-W  to  2ls.  for  German  ditto.  In 
America  the  price  of  Bromide  of  potassium  has  been  raised 
Id.  per  lb. 

Quicksilveb  very  quiet.  The  importers  offer  at  67.  15s. ; 
second-hand  holders  at  61.  13s.  Qd.  to  67.  14s.  per  bottle. 

QrjixiAiA  is  dearer,  127  10s.  per  ton  being  now  asked. 

Quinine. — A.  firm  market,  with  no  sellers  of  second-hand 
German  in  bulk  below  12  V.  per  oz  The  business  in  quinine 
transacted  last  week  was  even  larger  than  that  reported  by 
us,  for  we  understand  that  one  of  the  chief  operators  alone 
sold  over  100,000  oz.  This  week  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
wholesale  transactions.  Some  quantity  of  old  Milan  quinine 
has  changed  hands  this  week  at  12ft?.  per  oz.  for  old  weights. 
En  other  brands  there  has  been  little  business,  although  it  is 


rumoured  that  some  transactions  took  place  at  12|i.  per  oz., 
and  that  a  large  speculative  order  is  on  the  market. 

Rhuba.ee  remains  slow  of  sale,  although  there  have  been 
some  inquiries  for  High-dried  and  the  better  varieties  of 
Canton.  The  latter  kind  is  rather  scarce,  especially  in  fine 
round  root.  Good  bold  Canton  has  been  sold  privately,  it  is 
said,  at  Is  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  psr  lb.  lately  ;  for  small  to  medium 
flat  high-dried  IQ^d.  per  lb.  is  askei.  Oar  present  stock 
of  rhubarb  is  rather  small,  and  it  is  said  that  practically 
nothing  has  been  exported  from  China  for  the  last  five 
months. 

Sappeon.— The  rise  in  this  article  which  we  .have  re- 
ported during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  has  made  further 
progress,  aod  most  of  the  importers  have  raised  their  prices 
once  or  twice  since  our  last  issue.  Best  Valencia  saffron 
has  been  sold  at  28s.  to  30s.  per  lb.,  and  is  now  held  at  from 
32s.  to  32s.  9d  per  lb. ;  second  quality  has  not  advanced  in 
the  same  proportion  and  may  still  be  had  at  26s.  Qd.  to 
27s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Saesapabilla  has  been  in  pretty  good  demand  since  the 
auctions,  and  re-sales  of  Jamaican  and  Lima  Jamaican 
have  been  made  at  an  advance  of  Id.  per  lb.  The  inquiry 
continues,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  we  shall  3ee  a  further  im- 
provement at  the  next  sales.  Honduras  root  is  aLso  rather 
firmly  held. 

Scammony-eoot. — In  small  supply,  and  not  obtainable 
for  less  than  55s.  per  cwt.  Turkish  redn  is  also  scarce. 
First  quality,  31s  to  32s. ;  second  nominally  at  from  22s.  to 
25s.  per  lb.  f  ■ 

Senega  offers  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  l$d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  for 
good  qaality. 

Senna  — There  has  been  further  business  in  Alexandrian 
leaves  since  last  week,  the  entire  available  supply  of  sorts 
having  been  bought  up  at  &hd.  for  fair  and  5(7.  per  lb.  for 
very  stalky  quality.  Tinnecelly  leaves  are  also  rather  scarce 
in  good  qualities,  while  there  is  a  disposition  to  ask  more 
money  for  medium  grades.  Fine  Alexandrian  pods  are 
practically  unobtainable  on  the  spot.  The  last  nominal 
quotation  was  Is  to  Is.  Id  per  lb.  There  has  been  a  strong 
demand  for  Tinnevelly  pods,  and  business  has  been  transacted 
up  to  3\d.  per  lb.  in  that  variety.  Good  Mecca  senna  has 
been  sold  recently  at  4^c7.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — The  week  commenced  with  a  very  flat  tone. 
TN  orange  lac  for  May- July  shipment  being  offered  at  88s.  to 
83s.  per  cwt.  c.i  f.  terms.  At  auction,  on  Tuesday,  second 
orange  lac  sold  at  a  decline  of  2;.  to  3s.,  and  button  at  one 
of  3s.  to  4s.  per  cwt.  Unworked  orange  common  red 
livery  to  fine  free  pale  realised  from  81s.  to  93s.,  ordinary 
to  fair  first  button  at  80s.  to  89s.  per  cwt.  Since  then  a  better 
demand  has  sprung  up,  especially  for  button,  of  which 
several  lots  have  changed  hands  at  steady  rates.  For  fine 
second  orange  on  the  spot  105s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid. 
AC  garnet  is  quoted  at  85s.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — Zanzibar  Cloves  are  again  lower.  A  thousand 
bales  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.  for  Jnne-A.ugust  delivery  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  but  afterwards  there  were  no  sellers  below 
2g  d.  per  lb.  This  week  business  has  been  quiet.  At  auction 
50  bales  ordinary  dull  Zanzibar  sold  at  2d.  per  lb.  The 
London  stock  of  Zanzibar  cloves  is  now  80,086  packages. 
Black  pepper  quiet,  but  steady  ;  Singapore  at  2jd.  per  lb. 
for  June-A.ugust.  At  auction  good  Tellicberry  realised 
2§(7.  to  2|(7.  per  lb.  White  pepper  is  very  flat,  with 
sales  at  auction  of  middling  Penang  at  3d.,  brows: 
Ceylon  at  3|rf ,  and  fine  ditto  at  4^(7.  per  lb.  For 
June-August  delivery  3^d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  pri- 
vately. Nutmegs  and  Mace  are  extremely  flat  ;  200 
bales  good  broken  Cassia  lignca  have  been  sold  at  20s. 
per  lb.  For  fine  bright  Japanese  Chillies  60s.  per  cwt. 
has  been  paid.  Pimento  is  firm,  with  sales  of  ordinary  to 
fair  at  2\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  Jamaican  Ginger  sells  readily  at 
higher  pricps,  3b6  barrels  finding  buyers  at  6Ls.  for  Rhatoon. 
63s.  Qd.  to  72s.  Qd.  for  lean  and  dark  to  small  dull,  73s.  Qd. 
to  77s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  dull  to  medium  wasted,  and  from 
83s.  to  100s.  per  cwt  for  fair  to  good  bleached.  Cochin, 
ginger,  on  the  other  hand,  is  very  slow  of  sale  ;  medium 
washed  rough  realised 33s.  Qd.  to  35s.,  cuttings  22s.  to  22s,  Qd., 
and  fine  bold  rough  cut  73s.  per  cwt. 
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Star- anise  is  rather  scarce  on  (he  spot,  97s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
being  required  for  good  genuine  Chinese. 

Sulphur  has  advanced  considerably  lately.  Foreign 
flowers  are  now  held  at  from  102s.  to  104s.  per  ton  c  i  f. ; 
roll  sulphur  at  90s.  c.i.f. 

Tea — The  tea  market  has  gone  flat  this  week,  and  thiogs 
look  as  if  we  are  at  about  the  top  of  the  market,  for  the 
present  at  any  rate.  On  Tuesday  a  fairly  heavy  Ceylon  supply 
sold  irregularly  for  medium  grades,  though  teas  for  price 
were  unchanged.  A  large  quantity  of  teas  said  to  be 
slightly  damaged  by  apples  went  at  cheap  rates,  or  were 
taken  out,  but  these  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  criterion 
of  the  market.  Wednesdays  small  Indian  sale  went  at 
about  previous  rates.  A  few  so-called  new  season's  New- 
makes  have  been  put  on  the  market,  but  have  only  realised 
low  prices. 

Tonca  Beans. — Plantations  of  tonca-bean  trees  have  been 
laid  down  at  Borburata,  near  Puerto  Cabella,  Venezuela,  but 
so  far  no  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained. 
Hitherto  the  supply  of  tonca  beans  has  all  been  obtained 
from  wild-growing  trees. 

•  Turmeric  slightly  firmer  ;  for  good  bright  Madras  finger 
9s.  per  lb.  is  now  required  on  the  spot. 

Vermilion. —  Chinese  brands  offer  according  to  quality  at 
from  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Vanilla  is  extremely  firmly  held,  and,  according  to  the 
importers,  there  is  every  prospect  that  prices  may  still  ad- 
vance by  several  shillings  for  fine  qualities. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  tone  of  the  heavy  chemical-market  all  round  is  very 
quiet,  business  being  anything  but  brisk.  Demand  for  export 
is  on  the  light  side,  home  orders,  however,  being  perhaps  a 
trifle  heavier.  Prices  are,  as  a  rule,  steady,  changes  of  any 
moment  being  few  and  far  between,  and  this  position  will 
no  doubt  continue,  at  any  rate,  well  on  into  next  month. 
Soda  ash,  Caustic  soda,  and  Ammonia  alkali  are  all  quietly 
steady.  Bleaching -powder  is  not  in  such  good  demand  as 
of  late,  and  price  tends  easier.  Soda  crystals  are  dull. 
Recovered  sulphur  continues  to  maintain  a  fairly  firm  position, 
quotations  varying  between  31.  17s.  6d.  and  4Z.  in  2-cwt. 
bags.  Benzols  are  firm,  and  prices  have  again  advanced ; 
90's  prompt  are  quoted  2s.  4<#.  to  2s.  6d.,  July-December 
2s.  2d ,  and  50-90's  prompt  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  Carbolic 
acid,  crude  and  crystals,  somewhat  firmer.  Aniline  oil 
and  salt  have  an  easier  tendency.  Crude  and  solvent 
naphtha  are  dull  and  offered  at  slightly  lower  prices. 
Creosote,  both  ordinary  and  filtered,  very  low.  Anthracene 
and  Pitch  easy.  Alum  of  ordinary  qualities  meets  with 
good  demand  for  export,  whilst  better  makes,  practically 
tree  from  iron,  are  in  fair  request  by  Turkey  red  dyers. 
Sulphate  of  alumina  is  steady,  and  moving  briskly  amongst 
home  consumers.  Cream  of  tartar  is  lower,  crystal?  being 
offered  at  95s  ,  and  powdered  97s.  to  98s.  Sulphate  of  copper 
firm;  next  month's  quotations  are  VII.  15s  to  18Z  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  has  again  receded  and  is  dull.  Manufacturers 
are  naturally  very  much  disappointed  that  the  recent 
advance  was  not  maintained.  Shipments  from  Leith  last 
week  were  very  low  indeed,  94  tons  only  being  exported. 
Borax  quiet,  but  firmer.  Sal  ammoniac  quiet.  Chlorate  of 
potash  and  soda  unchanged.  There  is  nothing  new  to  report 
with  regard  to  white  powdered  Arsenic ;  the  supply  still 
continues  lower  than  the  demand.  Green  Copperas  un- 
changed, and  still  in  good  request.  Bichromates  of  potash 
and  soda  steady.  Prussiate  of  potash  qu:et.  Sulphocyanides 
dull.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  increased  demand,  ana  prices 
firmer. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  May  20,  reports 
that  Soudan  gum  sorts  are  held  for  the  reduced  rates  quoted 
last  week,  but  are  moving  slowly,  consumers  showing  a  dis- 
position to  hold  off.  Medium  kinds  are  scarce,  Nigtr  being 
the  chief  quality  available,  and  this  has  received  some  atten- 
tion, fairly  steady  prices  beiDg  paid.  Caitor  oil  declined  to 
Zjg<Z.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta  in  the  early  part  of  the  week, 


but  has  since  recovered,  and  considerable  business  has  been 
done  at  2f  d.  per  lb.  for  this  kind ;  2fg^.  per  lb.  for  First 
pressure  French,  and  the  same  figure  for  Madras  Canary 
seed  continues  to  tumble  down.  Sales  of  good  Turkish  have 
been  made  at  28s.  6d.  to  30s.  per  qr.,  while  River  Plate  has 
fallen  as  low  as  22s  6d.  Kola  nuts  continue  to  arrive  freely. 
Sales  have  been  made  during  the  week  at  prices  ranging 
from  Z\d.  to  Hd ,  and  fresh  Gd  to  Id.  per  lb.  Thirty-seven 
bags  of  Calabar  beans  realised  l£d.  per  lb.  A  parcel  of  about 
forty  bales  of  Ceard  jaborand  leaves  .has  been  offered  at 
auction  without  reserve,  but  no  bids  were  forthcoming. 
Chilian  beeswax  is  in  good  supply,  but  sales  continue  to  be 
made  at  prices  ranging  from  11.  10s.  to  SI.  10s.  per  cwt.  as  in 
quality.  Sitrra  Leone  chillies  meet  with  continued  enquiry, 
and  business  has  been  done  at  prices  ranging  from  26s.  to 
32s.  Qd.  for  ordinary  to  fair.  Prime  are  still  held  for  40s. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  still  held  at  100s.  per  cwt.  for  first  quality 
White  French. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes,  on  May  19: — Busi- 
ness in  general  continues  very  dull  with  us,  and  there  is  very 
little  doing  in  the  drug-market  at  present.  Arsenic  keeps 
very  firm,  the  stocks  are  small,  and  higher  prices  are 
probable.  Acid  tartaric  continues  firm  at  285m.  to  295m. 
per  100  kilos.  Balsam  copaiba  remains  firm  at  3.10m.  to 
3  60m.  per  kilo,  for  pure  quality.  Balsam  Peru  is  again 
firmer  at  16.75m.  to  17m.  per  kilo.  Camphor  (refined)  is  dull, 
last  week's  price  of  310m.  per  100  kilos,  could  not  be  kept 
up,  to-day  there  are  sellers  at  280m.  per  3  00  kilos.  Cape  aloes 
is  firm  and  in  fair  demand ;  to-day's  quotation  is  57m.  to 
60m.  per  1C0  kilos.  Coca-leaves  are  still  quiet  at  200m.  per 
100  feiios.,  for  Bolivian  Cascara  sagrada  quite  unchanged  at 
42m.  per  100  kilos.  Gum  acacia  does  not  show  much  busi- 
ness. There  is  no  inclination  to  buy  large  quantities  at  the 
present  prices,  and  the  holders  appear  more  willing  to  sell. 
Glycerine  very  firm  and  in  strong  demand.  Honey  continues 
quiet ;  the  duty  on  Chilian  and  Californian  honey  has  been 
raised  again  4m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  is  now  40m.  per  100 
kilos.  Mentlwl  is  very  quiet;  spot  is  quoted  29m,  forward 
delivery  22|m.  per  100  kilos.  Jalap  unchanged  at  90m.  to 
95m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  some  small  parcels  have  been  sold  at 
about  the  above  prices.  Oil  {cod-liver)  is  quiet ;  buyers 
hold  back.  1895  and  1896  non-congealing  oil  have  about  the 
same  value  of  190m.  to  195m.  per  100  kilos.  Sweet  white 
Newfoundland  Seal  oil  is  also  quiet; ;  several  cargoes  have 
been  offered  at  about  41m.  per  1C0  kilos ,  direct  shipment 
from  Newfoundland.  Peppermint  oil  quiet ;  HGrH  is  offer- 
ing at  9f  m.  per  lb.  Japanese  oil  dull,  at  about  10m.  per  kilo. 
Star  anise  oil  is  quiet  at  19.80m.  per  kilo.  Star  anise-seed 
in  demand,  about  200m.  per  1C0  kilos.  Quinine  is  quite  un- 
changed, at  39m.  to  40m.  per  kilo.  Saffron  is  again  firmer, 
and  has  advanced  about  4m.  per  If  0  kilos.  Japan  wax  dull  ; 
to-day's  price  is  65m.  to  67m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba  wax  is 
steady  ;  the  25  tons  arrived  in  Bremen  are  still  unsold,  and 
held  at  230  m.  per  100  kilos.  Grev  is  quoted  here  190  m.  to 
210m. ;  fine  yellow,  2E0m.  to  260m.  per  100  kilos.  Vanilla 
continues  firm  and  scarce. 

The  New  York  Drug- market. 

Writing  on  May  9,  our  correspondent  observes  :  —  The 
market  is  quiet  in  almost  all  lines  without  exception.  A 
recent  arrival  of  111  boxes  of  Curacao  aloes  sold  promptly 
at  3jC. ;  jobbing  at  3fc.  With  the  exception  of  two  small 
parcels,  there  are  no  arrivals  of  Balsam  copaiba,  and 
this  drug  is  quoted  higher  by  some  holders,  at  36c.  for 
Central  American,  and  40c.  for  Paia  from  store.  The  light 
stocks  of  the  latter  tend  to  strengthen  the  quotations  named. 
Bagberry  bark  has  declined  to  3|c.  Gum  chicle  is  a  shade 
easier,  and  is  now  ruling  at  34s.  Truxillo  coca  leaves  have 
been  in  good  demand  from  manufacturers,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  presence  of  several  fair- sized  recent  arrivals, 
the  price  has  worked  up  to  22c.  JYonfoundland  cod-liver  oil 
is  easier  at  $1  to  85o.  as  to  quality.  Opium  has  sold  as 
low  as  $2,  but  is  in  a  better  position  to-day,  $2  05  being  the 
price  asked.  Wayne  County  peppermint  oil,  in  tins,  is 
slightly  firmer  at  $1.85  to  $1E0;  and  Western  at  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  spot,  with  slightly  better  demand  for  moderately 
sized  lots.  Beeswax :  Strictly  pure  light-coloured  wax  is 
scarce,  and  occasionally  commands  a  premium  ;  poor  stock 
is  dull  and  irregular;  29 j.  to  31c  per  lb.  is  quoted. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letter!  for  publication  correspondent!  are  requested  to  expren  their  tieui 

ai  concisely  as  possible. 
Otrrespondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

teparate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communication!, 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Strophanthus  Preparations. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  "  subject  for  conference " 
noted  in  this  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  question  of  the  variation  in  strength  of  preparations 
of  strophanthus  has  been  engaging  the  attention  of  Mr.  Farr 
and  myself  for  some  time,  and  that  we  have  done  a  fair 
amount  of  work  upon  the  subject.  We  hope  ere  long  to 
publish  processes  for  the  determination  of  strophanthin, 
together  with  a  report  upon  the  strength  of  commercial 
tinctures,  and  also  a  method  for  the  standardisation  of  the 
pharmacopceial  tincture. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Buxton,  May  16.  E.  Weight. 


Iffistura  Stokesii. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  a  query  taken  from 
Pharm.  Zeit.  appears  in  your  issue  of  April  11,  and  there  is 
a  grand  muddle  of  formulas.  The  following  are  the  for- 
mulas of  the  late  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin,  who  prescribed  them 
over  forty  years  : — 

Stokes's  Mixture  (Original), 

No.  1. 

Liq.  morph.  mur.,  B.P   3ij. 

Aq.  laurocer   3ij. 

Syr.  aurantii   3vj. 

Tinct.  aurantii    3ij. 

Acid,  hydrosy.  dil.    . .       . .       . .       . .  gtt.  vj. 

Mucil.,  g.  a   Jiij. 

Aquas  ad    Jvj. 

Si.oJtes's  Lin.  (Origiml). 
No.  2. 

Chloroform  |j. 

Morph.  mur.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  iij. 

Lin.  siponis  ad   Jiij. 

If  ordered  on  an  American  prescription,  the  National 
Formula  must  be  used  as  follows  : — 

StoJies's  Expectorant  mixture,  iV '  F. 

Ammon.  car'o   gr,  128 

Aquae  ..  ..       ..       ..       ..  Jiss. 

PI.  ext.  senegas    Jss. 

n.  ext.  scillae   Jss. 

Tinct.  opii  camph   Jiij. 

Syr.  tolu  q.s.  ad    Sxvj. 

Lin.  terebinth,  acet ,  N.F.,  lin.  alb.,  Stokes's  lio.,  and  St. 
John  Long's— all  are  names  given  to  one  liniment,  known  as 
St.  John  Long's  in  the  British  Isles.  No.  1  and  No.  2  formulas 
are  almost  unknown  in  America,  although  they  have  been 
carried  by  patients  all  over  the  world.  They  are,  however, 
known  to  a  few  pharmacists  in  Florida  and  California,  and 
no  doubt  have  found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  the  German 
pharmacist.  Yours,  &c, 

New  York,  April  20.  Fsedebick  G.  Earl. 

[We  have  now  had  several  original  formulas,  and  they  all 
differ.  Compare  the  above  with  what  is  printed  in  our  issue 
of  April  18,  page  570.  We  shall  be  glad  if  any  other  Irish 
pharmacist  whose  experience  goes  further  back  than  Mr. 
Earl's  will  throw  light  on  the  matter.— Ed.  C.  $  D  ] 


The  Spanish  Pharmacopceia. 
Sir, — IE  "Rhubarb"  requires  arjy  formula  from  the 
Spanish  Pharmacopceia  of  188*  I  shall  be  happy  to  send  it 
to  him  if  he  encloses  to  me  his  name  and  address.  I  may 
add  that  a  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  probably 
soon  be  produced.  I  see  the  question  has  been  mooted  at 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Spain.  Yours, 

George  Foy. 

7  Cavendish  Row,  Rutland  Square  East, 
Dablin,  May  18. 

Barium  in  Hypophosphites. 

Sir, — Upon  reading  Mr.  Cowley's  note  on  the  presence  of 
barium  as  an  impurity  in  hydrobromic  acid,  I  tested  some 
which  we  had  obtained  from  a  wholesale  house  and  found 
no  barium,  but  a  considerable  trace  of  sulphuric  acid.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  possibly  a  barium  salt  is  sometimes 
used  to  get  rid  of  the  H2S04,  and  that  in  Mr.  Cowley's  sample 
an  excess  might  have  been  employed,  which  would  amply 
explain  its  presence.  Yours  truly, 

Edward  Ockenden. 

138  Leadenhall  Street,  E  C. 
May  20. 


Anti-cutting. 

Mr.  A.  Hanson,  Bingley,  Yorks,  sends  us  a  very  long  letter, 
from  which  we  can  only  extract  a  few  passages.  He  says : — 
"Mr.  Reid's  idea  of  dictating  to  the  manufacturers  what 
they  ought  to  do  is  excellent  from  our  point  of  view.  It  is 
a  method  of  making  profit  which  calls  for  no  effort  on  our 
part ;  in  fact,  it  calls  on  the  manufacturers  to  do  for  us  what 
we  have  been  waiting  for  for  a  long  time,  and  for  which  we 
shall  have  to  wait,  too,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  do  our 
part  to  assist  it.  The  '  dignity  of  the  profession '  may  be 
nice  enough  to  talk  about,  but  for  liviDg  upon  I  prefer 
something  more  substantial — even  a  20-per-cent.  profit — 
which  Mr.  Reid  appears  to  despise.  It  is  this  contempt  for 
small  profits  for  which  chemists  are  now  paying  so  dearly. 
The  anti- cutting  scheme  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  it  will  prove  to  be  the 
practical  commencement  of  the  reaction  in  favour  of 
fair  profits.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a  strong  and  unrea- 
sonable prejudice  on  the  part  of  many  chemists  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  with  the  grocers ;  but  we  shall  do  well  to 
remember  that  these  are  days  of  free,  if  not  fair,  trade." 

Proceeding  to  argue  that  the  chemist  must  prescribe,  and 
remarking  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  does  its  best  to 
discourage  this,  Mr.  Hanson  says : — "  The  raers  who  sic  on 
the  Council  tell  us  we  have  no  right  to  trespass  upon  the 
domain  of  the  medical  practitioner.  What  more  moral 
right  have  we  to  trespass  upon  the  domain  of  the  photo- 
grapher ?  " 


Weed  killer  Formula. 

Sir, — To  prevent  disappointment  to  would-be  manufac- 
turers, and  annoyance  to  gardeners,  we  beg  leave  to  point 
out  that  the  formula  for  weed- killer  contained  in  a  recent 
issue  is  perfectly  inadequate  as  a  weed- destroyer.  If  the 
1  lb.  of  arsenic  of  your  formula  be  multiplied  by  twelve  and 
used  in  the  manner  you  direct,  your  solution  might  "  tickle  " 
the  weeds,  but  it  would  still  remain  an  inefficient  weed- 
killer. Similarly  the  formula  given  for  a  greenhouse  fumi- 
gant  in  your  issue  of  April  25  betrays  much  practical 
innocence  on  the  part  of  your  authority.  Famigants  require 
a  very  much  greater  nicety  of  adjustment  and  direction  than 
your  formula  indicates.  A  considerable  strength  is  required 
to  kill  efficiently ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  over-strong, 
improperly-prepared,  and  improperly-administered  nicotine 
may  damage  not  the  insects,  but  a  whole  house  of  plants, 
and  behind  the  latter  mayhacg  damages.  Gardeners  re- 
cently were  very  sore  against  an  insecticide  which  travelled 
widely  and  left  a  track  of  desolation  behind  it.  We  speak 
of  what  we  have  had  years  of  practice  in  the  manufacture 
of — viz  , 

Weed  killer  and  Nicotine.  (70/38.) 

[Our  correspondents  know,  we  presume,  how  to  get 
twelve  times  the  quantity  of  arsenic  into  Eolatioc — that,  is 
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2  lbs,  6  oz.  in  a  gallon.  We  confess  that  we  do  not ;  but  we 
have  met  with  weed-killer  often  enough  in  which  the 
arsenic  was  deposited  in  big  crusts.  However,  the  fact 
remains  that  we  know  the  formula  referred  to  to  be  used 
with  satisfaction.  It  will  be  noted  that  our  correspondents, 
while  giving  the  bene  St  of  their  experience  regarding  the 
micotine-fumlgant,  do  not  point  out  any  error  in  the  direc- 
tions on  page  616.— Ed.  C.SfDI 


Grateful  to  the  Advertiser. 

Mr.  William  Fletcher,  chemist,  Ilkeston,  writes  to  state 
how  convenient  he  has  found  Mr.  J.  t>.  Marshall's  system  of 
supplying  broken  quantities  of  proprietary  preparations  for 
dispensing,  as  advertised  in  this  journal. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "  TJie  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Postcard  Beplies  Wanted. 
The  subjoined  after  a  few  days  had  the  appearance  of 


little  shreds  and  flakes  floating  in  it.    Why  1 

Acid.  nit.  hyd.  dil. 
Quince  disulph. . . 
Tinct.  scill;e 
Tinct.  nuc.  vom. 
Aquas  ad  .. 


3}J- 

gr.  xxv. 

3'i- 
3'i- 

sxij. 


M. 

Ft.  mist. 


Wood.  (75/34.) 


Sib, — What  is  the  best  method  of  preparing  the  following 

pills  1 — 

Ext.  nueis  vomi  ..      ...     ..      gr.  J, 

Ext.  bellad   gr.  J. 

Ext.  aloes  aquos.    gr.  j. 

Eerri.  redact. . .      . .    gr.  iss. 

I  have  made  them  up  several  times  lately  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  find  that  after  keeping  them  for  several  days  they 
swell  and  then  crack. 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

Aloes.  (76/32.) 


Sib, — Is  it  possible  to  form  a  clear  "solution  suitable  for 
vaporising  from  the  following  ? — 

lodi..  ^       gr.  i  v. 

Creosote      . .    3SS- 

Menthol    5ss. 

Cocaine    gr.  xv. 

Paroleiue   ..      ..  gij. 

M. 

Fiat  solutio.  pro  atomiser. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sussex.  (76/32.) 


A  Bismuth  mixture. 

Sib, — We  frequently  get  the  following  prescription  to 
dispense : — 


M. 


Liq.  bismuthi  . . 
Tr.  nueis.  vom.  . . 
Tr.  gent.  co. 
Ac.  nit.  hyd.  dil.  . . 
Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad 
Ft.h.  Mitte  Sviij. 


UlTiij. 

3ss. 

Hlx. 

fj. 


Can  you  please  suggest  any  legitimate  method  of  dispensing 
the  same,  so  as  to  produce  a  minutely-divided  precipitate 
and  to  prevent  it  going  lumpy  or  flaky  ?  The  two  tinctures 
are  frequently  varied  by  vin.  pep3in.,  &c. 

Matheos.  (71/5.) 
[Finely-divided  precipitates  are  obtained  by  dilution, 


which,  however,  in  this  case  is  limited  by  the  amount  of 
water  present.  The  addition  of  2  drachms  of  acacia-mucilage 
would  be  an  advantage  in  this  case.  Mix  the  liquor,  muci- 
lage (if  used),  and  tinctures  with  5  oz  of  water,  and  the  acid 
with  1|  oz.  of  water.  Pour  the  solutions  into  the  bottle 
together  and  make  up.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Daws  of  the  United  Kingdom."  Alpe's  "Handy-book  or 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaby. 


80/29.  X.  Y.  Z. — If  a  person  not  entitled  to  it  were  to 
use  the  name  of  Johann  Maria  Farina,  any  of  the  firms 
whose  present  representativss  claim  descent  from  the 
original  Farina  could,  no  doubt,  get  an  injunction  to  prevent 
such  trading.  Moreover,  several  of  the  eau-de-Cologne 
labels  are  registered  as  trade-marks . 


78/53.  Omar. — We  do  not  profess  to  advise  as  to  the  laws 
of  foreign  countries.  You  do  not  even  tell  us  what  foreign 
country  you  refer  to.  Under  English  law  the  firm  in  whose 
employment  B  served  could  only  be  made  liable  to  carry  out 
the  contract  of  engagement  if  they  admitted,  or  if  it  could  be 
proved,  that  A  was  authorised  to  make  such  an  engagement. 


81/33.  Virus  says  : — 11  An  employer  writes  on  ordinary 
notepaper  a  contract  binding  a  branch  manager  not  to  take 
service  with  any  other  employer  in  ths  neighbourhood,  or  to 
start  in  business  on  his  own  account  wifcbia  a  certain  radius 
of  his  premises,  and  the  assistant  signs  his  came  to  same, 
the  paper  being  neither  stamped  nor  witnessed.  Is  such  a 
document  legal  and  binding  on  the  assistant  1  The  agree- 
ment was  made  after  the  assistant  had  been  in  the  em- 
ployer's service  over  a  year."  [If  the  so-called  contract 
which  the  manager  signed  contained  the  names  of  both 
parties  and  a  consideration,  as,  for  instance,  an  additional 
salary,  or  something  of  that  sort,  it  would  be  binding  ;  bui 
if  it  contained  no  new  consideration  it  would  be  valueless, 
not  being  under  seal.  The  fact  that  it  is  written  on  ordinary 
notepaper  and  is  not  stamped  or  witnessed  does  not  invali- 
date the  contract.  It  cannot,  however,  be  produced  in 
Court  a?  evidence  unless  it  has  been  stamped  or  unless  an 
undertaking  is  given  to  stamp  it  and  pay  the  penalty  of  101. 
The  Ioland  Revenue  would,  upon  proper  application,  stamp 
the  document  in  payment  of  a  modified  penalty,  probably  11 
or  21.  In  the  absence,  however,  of  a  valuable  consideration 
being  set  out  in  the  document,  it  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  a 
mere  nudum  pactum  ,  which  all  the  stamps  and  witnesses  in 
the  world  cannot  make  anything  more  than  waste  paper  ] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Bad  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

1?J3. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  To.®  Chemist  and  Dkuggist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
teparate  sheets  of  paper. 


Specialities  for  this  month.  See  The  Chemists'  and 
Dbuggists'  Diaet,  1896,  pages  223-7. 


160/29.  Small  Capitalist. — You  cannot  buy  much  of  a 
business  with  your  IbOl.  Better  get  a  managership  or 
assistantship  with  a  view  to  partnership  or  succession.  The 
result  depends  to  a  great  extent  on  your  qualification. 


66/49.  V.  S  M. — The  following  directions  for  making 
Gooseberry  Wine  are  also  suitable  for  Rhubarb  Wine  : — 
Gather  gooseberries  when  they  are  about  half  ripe,  in  dry 
weather.   Pick  them  clean,  put  a  peck  at  a  time  into  a  vessel 
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convenient  for  the  purpose,  and  brnise  them  with  a  piece  of 
wood,  being  as  careful  as  possible  to  keep  the  seeds  whole. 
Having  put  the  pulp  into  a  canvas  bag,  press  out  all  the 
juice,  to  every  gallon  of  which  add  2  lbs.  of  fine  loaf- sugar ; 
mix  the  whole  together  by  stirring  it  with  a  stick,  and  when 
the  sugar  is  quite  J  dissolved  pour  it  into  a  cask  which  will 
exactly  contain  it.  If  the  quantity  be  9  gallons,  let  it  stand 
for  a  fortnight ;  if  20  gallons,  40  days  ;  and  so  on  in  pro- 
portion, taking  care  to  keep  it  in  a  cool  place.  After  stand- 
ing the  proper  time,  draw  it  off  from  the  lees,  and  put  into  a 
cask  of  equal  size,  or  into  the  same  cask  after  pouring  away 
the  lees  and  making  it  clean.  Let  a  cask  of  10  or  12  gallons 
stand  for  about  three  months,  and  20  gallons  for  5  months, 
after  which  it  will  be  fit  for  bottling  off. 


70/2.  Crinis  —See  reply  65/73  {A.  S  )  When  the  hair  falls 
off  after  syphilis  it  rarely  comes  on  again  unless  the  treat- 
ment with  mercury  and  potassium  iodide  is  carried  on  until 
the  hair  ceases  to  fall  off.  The  latter  is  a  symptom  in  itself 
that  the  trouble  is  by  no  means  over. 


69/42.  B.  D.  <§■  Co.  (Agra,  India\— Our  business  is  that  of 
newspaper  publisher?,  and  we  therefore  cannot  buy  for  you 
any  of  the  drugs  quoted  in  our  Trade  Report.  But  if  you 
will  apply  to  any  of  the  numerous  wholesale  druggists  or 
manufacturing  chemists  who  advertise  in  this  journal  yon 
will  no  doubt  be  able  to  obtain  all  you  want,  and  if  you  are 
prepared  to  buy  sufficiently  large  wholesale  lots  for  cash  you 
will  get  them  at  the  prices  quoted  in  our  report.  If  you  cannot 
buy  such  large  quantities  you  must  expect  to  pay  a  reasonable 
advance.  We  cannot  get  you  "  labels  with  full  directions 
and  praise  of  a  blood-tonic,"  and  again  refer  you  to  the 
advertisements  of  the  medical-label  printers  in  our  journal. 
The  same  with  regard  to  dispensing-vials.  Compressing- 
machinery  is  advertised  on  page  509  of  our  1896  Diary. 


73/1.  Jaborandi. — It  is  probable  that  the  liquid  preserva- 
tive which  you  use  for  the  Peppermint  Cordial  contains 
sulphurous  acid  in  the  form  of  a  sulphite.  If  so,  it  may  be 
the  cause  of  the  cloudiness,  especially  as  you  use  carbonate 
of  magnesia  in  filtering.  Try  the  following  procedure : — 
Dissolve  the  glucose  (5|  lbs  )  and  sugar  (f  lb.)  in  2^  pints 
of  water,  bringing  to  the  boil  and  allowing  to  boil  for, 
five  minutes  (whereby  the  micro-organisms  present  will  be 
destroyed),  cover  until  the  temperature  of  the  syrup  is 
lowered  to  about  120°  F. ;  then  add  ol.  menth.  pip.  opt.  jiss. 
and  salicylic  acid  5;j.  dissolved  in  S.V.R.  giij.  Make  up  to 
a  gallon  with  recently-boiled  water,  shake  well  with  2  or 
3  oz.  of  fullers'  eaxtb,  and  filter. 


155/2.    Osmond. — There  is  no  such  book  published. 


72/47.  G.  E.  B. — The  sketch  closely  resembles  Kipp's 
apparatus  for  making  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  but  the  absence 
of  a  gas-outlet  in  b  is  against  that  supposition.  If  it  is 
"very  old,1'  as  you  say,  it  may  be  an  ether-percolator. 


65/96.  Erin. — You  will  find  linseed-oil  factors  in  the 
C.  %  B.,  June  8,  1895,  page  797.  In  works  on  oils— e.g. 
Lewkovitch'a — are  fall  directions  for  the  analyses  of  such 
products.    Rosin  oil  is  the  commonest  adulterant. 


73/33.  Sept. — Use  of  Boric  Acid  as  a  Preservative. — 
There  is,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  no  evidence  that  boric  acid 
is  an  injurious  addition  to  food.  Many  people  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is,  but  the  medical  authorities  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  1891  stated  that  there  are  no  facts  to  support 
that  opinion  (see  C.  $  B.,  December  5,  1891,  page  817). 
Since  then  Mr.  Otto  Hehner  has  shown  the  Society  of 
Public  Analysts  that  boric  acid  does  not  retard  digestion 
(artificial).  You  will  find  particulars  pro  and  con  in  Dr. 
Samuel Rideal's  work  on  "Disinfection  and  Disinfectants" 
(Griffin  &  Co.). 


72^54.  Borax.— You  might  try  Whitla's  "  Dictionary  oE 
Treatment "  (Renshaw,  12s.  Qd.~).  i 


73/38.  Phenoid.  —  Methyl  blue,  largely  diluted  witk 
cream  of  tartar,  is  sometimes  used  as  a  Blueing-powder. 
Try  it. 


74/61.  8.  W.  A.  T. — There  are  few  issues  during  the  past 
two  months  in  which  there  is  not  a  formula  for  starch- 
glcss — May  9  and  16,  for  example. 


75/24.  T.  Ed;/ar.— Undoubtedly  the  best  remedy  for 
Slimy  Sponges  is  to  replace  them  with  new  ones.  Failing 
that,  knead  them  in  ammonia-water — 1  oz.  of  liq.  ammon. 
fort,  to  the  gallon. 


74/72.  A.  E—  Oil  of  Dee,  Dee  oil,  or  oleum  deelini,  is  a 
speciality  of  the  Dee  Oil  Company.    See  Diabt,  page  499. 


71/8.  Eye-lotion. — Boric-acid  solution  alone  is  good  for 
allaying  inflammation  and  redness  of  the  eyes,  and  we 
question  if  the  addition  of  zinc  sulphate  to  it  will  increase 
its  value.  However,  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  is  cheap 
enough. 


71/24.  Lincoln. — The  Butterfly -bottle  which  you  write 
about  is  made  by  putting  into  a  wide-mouth  bottle  about 
1  oz.  of  potassium  cyanide,  in  small  pieces,  and  covering  it 
with  a  thick  cream  of  plaster  of  Paris.    Then  allow  to  set. 


71/26.  Pelayos.—U  the  varnish  which  you  have  is  a  tur- 
pentine one  you  can  thin  it  by  adding  more  turpentine.  Put 
the  tin  in  a  basin  of  hot  water,  then  add  the  turpentine, 
stirring  well  all  the  time. 


70/34.  lynofance  — What  is  the  formula  for  sulphur 
electuary,  made  with  golden  syrup,  which  you  have  used  ? 
In  our  experience  we  have  not  seen  such  a  preparation 
effervesce. 


70/46.  L.  A.  H. — As  a  precaution,  you  may  put  a  cradle 
over  the  horse's  mouth  when  using  ung.  fayd.  iod.  rub. ;  but 
a  nicer  plan  for  the  horse  would  be  to  put  a  bandage  on  the 
leg  where  the  dressing  is  applied. 


70/47.  W.  W.  B  —  Brown-boot  Polish.  —  See  Diary, 
page  227. 


70/65.  J.  B.  M. — Acetylene,  as  such,  is  not  commercial ', 
but  an  apparatus  is  on  the  market  for  making  it  from 
calcium  carbide,  by  immersing  the  latter  in  water  as  the  gas 
is  required.  Messrs.  Read  Holliday  &  Sons  who  advertise  in 
this  journal,  make  the  apparatus.  We  do  not  think  that 
there  is  an  immediate  prospect  of  acetylene  coming  into 
general  use.  There  are  dangers  attached  to  it,  and  the  pure 
acetylene  flame  is  much  too  sooty  for  use  in  households. 


71/41.  Dispenser. — The  last  occasion  on  which  we  gave 
information  regarding  humanised  milk  wa3  in  our  issue  of 
October  12, 1895,  page  573.  We  cannot  reprint  the  informa- 
tion at  present.    See  also  C.  Sf  B.,  January  28,  page  150. 


70/30.  Analysis. — A  New  South  Wales  subscriber  writes 
for  "  an  approved  formula  for  preparing  a  Colourless  Anti- 
ferment  for  Preserving  Milk  in  bulk  for,  say,  two  to  six 
days,  during  the  summer  months,  until  delivered  to  the 
factory  or  creamery  ;  usually  delivered  daily,  but  occasionally 
subject  to  interruption.  The  preparation  requires  to  be  put 
up  in  8-oz.  bottles,  for  sale  at,  say,  Is  or  Is  3d.  each,  and 
used  in  small  quantities  for  15  to  20  gallons  of  milk.'' 
Formalin  meets  the  case  well.  Two  teaspoonfuls  of  it 
suffice  for  the  preservation  of  20  gallons  of  milk ;  but  the 
solution  is  generally  diluted — viz.,  1  oz.  to  19  oz.  of  water — 
and  a  teacupful  of  this  used  for  the  20  gallons. 
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70/48.  J.  B.  N. — Aluminium  is  nod  easily  blackened, 
but  the  following,  according  to  the  British  Aluminium 
Company,  does  it : — A  dipping-bath  is  prepared  by  "  diluting 
10  per  cent,  of  caustic  soda  in  cold  water  and  saturating 
with  about  2^  per  cent,  of  common  salt."  This  is  almost 
meaningless ;  "but  let  it  read  :— Dilute  liq.  sodas,  BP.,  with 
four  times  its  volume  of  water,  and  add  JO  gr.  of  common 
salt  to  each  ounce.  Heat  the  solution  without  boiling,  and 
plunge  the  article  during  fifteen  to  twenty  seconds  in  the 
hot  bath  until  black ;  wash  well  with  cold  water,  dry,  and 
lacquer  while  hot, 


70,54  (F.  S  M),  72/30  (Recent  Subscriber),  and  75/32 
(B.  C.  H.). — Household  Ammonia — To  each  pint  of  liq 
ammon.  add  1  scruple  of  household  soap  previously  dissolved 
in  \  oz.  of  warm  water.  Perfume  if  desired.  See  C.  $  B  , 
December  28,  1395,  page  910.  Will  correspondents  please 
note  that  we  will  net  repeat  this  information  during  the 
present  year  1 


74/31.  G.  B.  Coy.—Yoxa  sample  arrived  with  the  cork 
out  and  the  bronchitis- mixture  absorbed  by  the  cotton-wool 
packing. 


76/7.  A.  Hack.— "Rodder  &  Stoughton  publish  a  Id. 
manual  of  debating-society  procedure,  the  "  British 
Weekly  Handbook,"  which  other  members  of  chemists'  as- 
sistants' associations  as  well  as  yourself  may  be  none  the 
worse  for  having. 


72/16.  Soda  Carl. — We  do  not  know  upon  what  authority 
a  popular  paper  says  that  Sunflower-seeds  are  good  for 
Rheumatism ;  perhaps  someone  has  misunderstood  the 
notion  that  the  plant  is  good  for  keeping  down  miasma,  and, 
consequently,  the  disorders  peculiar  to  miasmatic  regions, 
amongst  which  is  rheumatism.  A  decoctionaof  the  seeds, 
1  oz.  to  the  pint,  cannot  be  far  wrong,  and  the  dose  half  a 
wineglassful  thrice  daily. 


154/22.  Lewis. — There  are  four  references  to  hair-dye  in 
the  last  volume. 


66/51.  Statim. — The  most  approved  Boot-blackings  are 
made  with  a  mixture  of  ivory-black  and  lamp-black.  The 
objectionable  odour  in  yours  can  be  covered  by  the  addition 
of  a  little  Bond  'a  terebene  or  sanitas,  but  probably  the  mode 
you  adopt  in  making  your  stuff  is  the  sole  cause  of  its 
inferiority.    See  our  issue  of  January  25,  page  175. 


77/24.  TFnguentum  has  a  large  quantity  of  TJng.  Hydrarg. 
Subchlor.,  freshly  made,  which  is  useless  to  him,  and  he 
wishes  to  know  if  he  can  separate  the  ingredients,  and  use 
them  over  again.  By  melting  the  ointment  and  keeping  it 
liquid  for  some  time  the  calomel  will  subside,  and  the  ben- 
zoated  lard  may  then  be  poured  off  and  used  for  making 
pomade ;  but  it  would  not  pay  to  wash  the  calomel  with 
ether,  as  the  value  of  the  ether  required  to  remove  the  fat 
will  be  greater  than  the  value  of  the  calomel.- 


76/52.  T.  J.  H. — There  are  numerous  formulas  in  back 
numbers  and  we  have  no  fresh  ones  to  publish.  For  Lime- 
juice  and  Glycerine,  see  July  6,  1895,  page  40;  and  for 
Feet  powder,  February  9,  1895,  page  223,  and  August  17, 
1895,  page  304. 

76/51.  Waverley  — We  are  unable  to  give  you  any  infor- 
mation regarding  Professor  H.  Parker  and  his  hair- cure,  as 
we  do  not  know  them.  The  lotions  are  obtainable  from 
patent-medicine  houses. 


82/34.  Amateur. — Ton  will  find  the  article  in  our  last 
winter  issw. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


Tne  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  the 
following: — 

83/16.  What  is  "  Blind  John's  Salve"  ?  It  is  common  in 
Staffordshire. 

82/51.  What  is  chrystallos  and  where  procurable  ?  It  is 
used  in  France  as  a  photographic  developer  for  plates. 

81/24.  Name  of  the  manufacturer  of  dragon  canes  as 
used  by  dentists  in  cleaning  teeth.  [A  sample  sent  to  us  by 
the  correspondent  who  wants  the  information  resembles  a 
Japanese  toothbrush;  perhaps  someone  knows  an  importer.] 


next  meek. 


Tuesday,  May  26. 
Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  p.m.    "  Apparatus  for  Photography  on  Small  Plites 
(smaller  than  quarter-plates)." 

Wednesday,  May  27. 

Plymouth  and  Bistrict  Junior  Chemists'  Association. 
From  Forester's  Hall,  2  p.m.  Botanical  excursion  to 
Beer  Ferrers. 

Thursday,  May  28. 

Plymouth  and  Bistrict  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at 
8  30  p  m.  Mr.  R.  F.  Roper  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Test- 
ing." 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  *'  Lothar 
Meyer"  Memorial  Lecture,  by  Professor  P.  Phillips 
Bedson,  D.Sc. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  art 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Ms.  J.  H.  Lbwin  has  purchased  from  Mr.  T.  Simnett 
167  Mare  Street,  Hackney,  E.,  the  business  lately  carried  on 
by  the  latter. 

Me.  George  Gange,  late  of  Enfield,  has  taken  the  busi- 
ness formerly  conducted  by  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Marston  at 
49  Bull  Ring,  Ludlow. 

Mb.  A.  P.  Nosworthy,  of  25  Grove  Hill  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  has  taken  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Frank 
Chabot  at  27  Grosvenor  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Messes  Waeeick  Brothers,  wholesale  perfumers,  now 
of  Old  Swan  Lane,  B.C.,  will  remove  on  May  25  to  larger 
premises  at  7  Portpool  Lane,  E.G.  (off  Gray's  Inn  Road). 

Me.  D.  W.  Davies,  of  Pontypridd,  has  taken  over  the  two 
businesses  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  Richards  at  Porth  and 
Ynjshir.    Mr.  Davies  retains  also  his  Pontypridd  business. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Campsall.  lately  manager  of  Messrs.  Lewis  & 
Bnrrows's  business  at  207  Kensington  High  Street,  has  taken 
over  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Dodgson  at 
92  Broad  Street,  Parkgate,  Yorkshire. 

Messes  Beegee,  Kahleb  &  Co.,  of  7  Mark  Lane,  agents 
for  foreign  chemical -manufacturers,  have  dissolved  partner- 
ship, and  the  business  will  be  henceforth  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Georg  Kahler  as  G.  Kahler  &  Co.,  at  29  Fenchurch 
Street. 

Messes.  Boots  &  Co.  have  acquired  the  premises  lately 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Laurence,  Scott  &  Co.  in  Regent  Street, 
Yarmouth,  and  are  adding  them  to  their  present  premises. 
The  firm  are  also  opening  a  new  branch  at  Broad  Row, 
Yarmouth. 

The  chemist's  and  druggist's  <  business  carried  on  at 
Freshwater  Bay  (Isle  of  Wight)  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Wellington 
has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Richardson,  of  Yarmouth 
(Isle  of  Wight).  The  business  will  be  carried  on  under  the 
title  of  Richardson  &  Son,  and  will  be  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  William  Richardson,  A.P.S. 


